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Is staring at a big, white wall during class making you feel dull? If you have ever walked
past math teacher Mr. Kelley’ s room, you may have noticed how cheerful it is throughout the
year. One thing that makes his classroom so much fun is the celebrity ( 44 A ) pictures on his
front wall.

Kelley's students have been writing to celebrities from across the nation asking for a photo
and a few words of advice. “It really takes a lot of time and money; ” Kelley said. First, Kelley
and his students make a list of all the celebrities to whom they want to write. Once a student picks
a star, Kelley looks them up in his book of addresses to see if he can write to that person.

Writing to the stars takes a lot of time because he has to personalize each letter, print them

out, and address them. In the letter, Kelley asks the celebrity to send his classes a picture with
some advice he or she would give to today’s youth.

Kelley takes up a collection in all of his classes and asks each student to contribute ($§) a
dollar to pay for the postage. Once Kelley mails off all the letters, the fun really begins. So far
he has gotten back about 20 letters and pictures. “The only thing that isn’ t cool is when the ce-
lebrity sends the picture back with no advice on it, which is my entire purpose in doing this,”
said Kelley. When he gets at least three pictures returned, he lets his classes guess who the three
stars are. He keeps score of how many celebrities each class has guessed. Jason Bryant, a
student, said, “It’ s become a contest( 53¢ ) between the classes to see who can guess the most
stars, and it’s really fun. ”

56. What is the text about?
[ A] Celebrities sending photos to Kelley.

_—1 —
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[ B] Celebrities giving advice to students.
[ C] Kelley and his classes writing to celebrities.

[ D] Kelley inviting celebrities to his classes.

57. The phrase “to personalize each letter” (line 1, para.3) means “ .
[A] to print out each letter
[B] to personally send out each letter
[C] to find the address of each celebrity
[D] to make the letter suitable for a.particular star

58. Who pays to send out the letters?
[ A] Kelley himself.
[B] Kelley’ s students.
[C] The contest organizer.
[D] Jason Bryant.

59. What is Kelley’ s main purpose of writing the letters?

[A] To educate his students.

[B] To have pictures for his office wall.

[C] To improve his students’ letter writing skills.

[D] To help his students know more about the celebrities.
60. According to Jason Bryant, they find a lot of fun in

[ A] studying math

[ B] reading replies

[C] the name-guessing game

[D] receiving pictures from celebrities

B

As you know, “being green” means that you care about the environment( ¥/1% ) and that you
do what you can to help the Earth. Recycling ( [5#¢%| ) paper and cans, reducing waste, and
protecting wildlife are all examples of “green” activities.

This special green issue of National Geographic Kids is devoted to the environment. In fact,
you’ re being green simply by reading it. When you’ re finished, you’ 1l know a lot of things you
probably didn’ t know at all. And you’ll be a greener citizen with a strong sense of environmental

protection.

2 —
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In this issue( —Z% 7 ) you will discover how you can help the Earth face its five biggest
environmental problems. Animal behavior specialist Jane Goodall shares new ideas about how you
can help wildlife. Answer actor Leonardo DiCaprio’ s call to action to help the environment. Just
how green are you? Answer our questions on page 10 to find out. You may win a trip to Orlan-

do, Florida. And there’s a special pullout poster to hang on the wall.

61. The writer’ s main purpose in writing this text is to
[ A] persuade the reader to waste less
[B] explain the meaning of the word “green”
[ C] encourage people to buy this issue

[D] call on people to protect the environment

62. This issue is called “green” because of
[A] the subject discussed
[B] the color of the pullout poster
[ C] the kind of paper used for the magazine

[D] the wild animals mentioned in the issue

63. In this issue, we may probably find an article about
[ A] how to travel to Florida
[B] a role Leonardo played in a film
[ C] new methods of feeding animals
[D] how to protect wildlife

C

Millions of Americans survive( 4= 7F ) in low-paying jobs. The Working Poor(319 pages) , by
David Shipler, a Pulitzer-winning former reporter, shows just how barely they get by.

In his tour around the world of low-paying jobs, Shipler describes a kind of domino model of
a downward cycle. “Poor housing can worsen a child’ s illness, which leads to a call for a doctor,
which results in a medical bill that cannot be paid, which ruins a credit record, which raises the
interest rate on an auto loan( $¥%x), which results in the buying of a used car, which causes a
mother to be late for work, which limits her pay raise and earning ability, which keeps her to
poor housing, which worsens the illness, and so on. ”
What Shipler aims to do in the book is to produce a picture of all of those dominoes at once,

the problems that keep the working poor on the edge of household disaster( % ¥). As the condi-
J— 3 J—
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tions for the lowest-paid workers keep worsening, he writes, “the low-paid employees have been

testing the American belief in hard work. ”

To those who don’ t quite make it from paycheck to paycheck, convenience stores ih poor
neighborhoods lend money at interest rates of about 20% for a two-week loan. If that can’t be

repaid, it’ s gladly rolled over—for another 20% . In the space of a few months, he or she owes

twice as much in interest as he borrowed.

Shipler doesn’t place all the blame on society. The people he meets often lack the soft skills
that employers require, like showing up on time, following directions, even knowing how to
comb their hair. To be sure, they need better schools and medical care, but they also need to

know better than to use their hard-earned checks to get drunk and disorderly, or go in for ill-ad-

vised sex and foolish spending.

64. The main purpose of this text is to

65.

[ A] show how the poor can improve their living conditions
[ B] discuss the reasons why many Americans are poor
[C] introduce David Shipler’ s book about the poor

[ D] describe how a reporter has become a writer

In the text, the sufferings of the poor are described as
[ A] one misfortune leading to another
[ B] being the result of unemployment
[ C] caused by the lack of social care

[ D] becoming more widespread

66. We may infer from the text that the American belief in hard work is that

67.

[ A] one can improve one’s life by working hard
[B] one should work hard and play hard
[C] one should improve his soft skills at work

[D] one can prove himself useful through hard work

The convenience stores in poor neighborhoods have
[ A] helped the poor out of their difficulties

[ B] made the poor people even poorer

[C] provided an unnecessary service

[ D] shown interest in training the poor

—_— 4 —
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68. It can be learned from the text that
[ A] poor people are more careful with money
[ B] low-paid people have their own faults
[ C] poor people are exploited by the society
[D] soft skills are more important than hard skills

D

When Charles Darwin explained evolution( i1k ), the process he saw was natural selection
(3%#). It turns out human selection can also cause plants to evolve.

Take the case of the snow lotus, a rare( #i/J*fY) plant that grows only high up in the Hima-
layas. Researchers have discovered that one type of the plant has been becoming smaller over time
—the one people like to pick.

A type of snow lotus called Saussurea laniceps is used in Tibetan and Chinese medicine and is
increasingly demanded by tourists. The largest plants are picked, and that occurs during their only
flowering penod

The result is that only smaller, unpicked plants go to seed. Selection caused by humans is a
powerful force, according to some scientists. They studied the plants picked over time and algo
compared the snow lotuses growing in heavily harvested areas with those found in places where
people rarely picked them. ,

They reported in an article that the heavily harvested snow lotuses have been getting shorter
over the last century, while those in areas not picked have remained the same. They found that in
the heavily harvested areas, where only the smaller plants got to reproduce, the average height
was 5.3 inches. The same plants in rarely harvested areas averaged 9 inches in height. And they
noted that another type of snow lotuses which is not often picked, has not been changing.

69. What does the word “that” (line 3, para.3)refer to?
[ A] Research done by Darwin.
[ B] Seeds of Saussurea laniceps by natural selection.
[ C] The picking of Saussurea laniceps by tourists.

[D] The Saussurea laniceps used in traditional Chinese medicine.

70. What has caused Saussurea laniceps to become smaller?
[ A] Poor soil conditions in the Himalayas.

[ B] The shortening of flowering period.

— 5 —
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[ C] Tourist selections of seeds of the plants.

[ D] Reproduction from seeds of smaller plants.

71. What is this text mainly about?
[A] A research finding.
[ B] Choices of tourists.
[ C] Darwin’ s discovery.
[ D] Protection of the snow lotus.

E
Find Something for Your Holidays

( www. smithsojourners. com)

TOUR de FRANCE JULY 2-24

Paris, France This is the greatest, most famous bicycle race in the world. For over a hun-

dred years, cyclists from around the world have come to the French countryside to compete (
%£), while the world itself waiches. This year, the excitement will be great, as Lance Armstrong
goes for a SEVENTH Tour de France win. (www. letour. fr)

RUNNING OF THE BULLS/FESTIVAL OF SAN FERMIN JULY 6-17

Pamplona, Spain Every one knows what it is by sight: hundreds of sweaty men and women

running down narrow streets before stampeding bulls(FEFE#4:) . It’ s the famous Running of the
Bulls in Pamplona, and nearly two weeks of partying with it. (www. sanfermin. com/www. pam-

plona. net)

CELEBRATION OF LIGHT JULY 27-AUGUST 6
Vancouver, BC, Canada One of the biggest international showcases of fireworks (%4 k)

takes place every summer over English Bay in Vancouver (although you can see it from a variety
of public parks and beaches). This year, teams from three nations will take part, showing off the

best fireworks. ( www. celebration-of-light. com)

NOTTING HILL CARNIVAL AUGUST 28-29

London, England Each year over one million people come to this area in west London dur-

ing the late August Bank Holiday to dance and eat and drink and play. It began in 1964 and has
grown into one of the world’ s biggest and most expected parties. (www. portowebbo. co. uk/not-

tinghilltv/carnivall. htm)

— 6 —
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72.

73.

74.

75.

From the text we learn that if someone wants to find information about travel offers they
can visit

[A] www. letour. fr

[B] www. smithsojourners. com

[ C] www. sanfermin. com

[D] www. celebration-of-light. com

If you love sports and the countryside, a good choice is probably
[ A] France

[ B] England

[C] Spain

[D] Canada

If someone has a vacation in late July and early August, a good choice may be
[ A] Celebration of Light

[ B] Notting Hill Carnival

[ C] Tour de France

[ D] Festival of San Fermin

How can you find more information about the events listed?
[ A] By phone.

[ B] On the Internet.

[C] On TV.

[ D] From the radio.
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