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_The Cell to Heal Them All X

Human cloning is now a reality. Will lawmakers halt' scientific re—
search?
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Nowhere are the politics of science more stark? than in the field
of human cloning. By announcing to the world last week that they had
created the first cloned human embryo?, scientists at a small Massa-
chusetts lab lofted a salvo in America’s protracted culture war. Reac—
tion was swift and sharp: Antiabortion groups called it murder, con-
servative politicians called for an immediate halt to the work, and even
otherwise supportive scientists argued that the researchers should
not have gone public until they had truly nailed* medical cloning’s ul-
timate prize: genetically customized replacement cells.

The researchers at Advanced Cell Technology admit they were
taking a risk by going public with such controversial and preliminary
results. Though the lab produced the world’s first known cloned hu-
man embryos, researchers failed to nudge the tiny four—and six—cell
clusters to keep dividing for the two or three more days it would have
taken to produce the stem cells that could be used as treatments for
ailing patients. “Under normal circumstances, if we were working
on a different species, we would have definitely waited until we had
obtained stem cells, and even until we turned those into specialized
body cells,” says Jose Cibelli, ACT’s cloning expert.

But the atmosphere surrounding cloning research is anything
but normal. Renegade?® scientists setting on creating the world’s first
cloned human child have created a strong backlash® to any type of
human cloning research. (ACT considers reproductive cloning un-
ethical.) In July, the House of Representatives passed a bill that would
make ACT’s work a federal crime, and President Bush declared in
August that he wanted to ban all forms of human cloning. The Sen-
ate was planning to take up the issue in September, when the terror—
ist attacks knocked it off 7 the agenda, giving ACT—the only U.S. lab
working on human therapeutic cloning—a bit more time to prove its
promise.



