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Treaties on the Theories of
Tendency of Strength during

Zhou and Qin Dynasties

The world is made of matter and motional matter is bound to
produce tendency of strength. Natural tendency exists in nature.
Simillarly all sorts of situations exist in human society.

The tendency of strength which comes from motional matter,
is paid more attention to by the thinker of ancient China as a cate-
gory of philosophy. The theories conceming the tendency of
strength arose during the Zhou and Qin Dynasties. The various
schools of thought and their exponents during the period from pre-
Qin times to the early years of the Han Dynasty probe into the
theories on tedency of strength from different angles and put them
into serving politics.

Taoistes acted in submission to gentle and natural tendency of
strength . They clung to no preconceived ideas and change with the
thing and time. The result of having no fixed situations or regular
shapes, thus probing into everything in the universe had been ob-
jectively achieved.

Military strategists in ancient China combined natural tenden-
cy of strength with artificial tendency of strength, created superior-
ity and made the best use of the situation. They left for us the fa-
mous dictum “In murching and fighting, their exist no regular ten-
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dencies. For rivers, there are no regular shapes. To win victories
according to the changed situations of the enemy is called miracu-
lous skill.”

The Yin-Yang shool thought the two contrasting and conflict-
ing tendencies of strength brought about myriads of things and
caused them to develop and change.

Legalists held firmly to law, played pollitical trickery, re-
spected the monarch and intensified power, required the monarch
to govemn by means of supreme power. They laid emphasis upon
“the artificial tendency of strength” .

Confucianists thought of the role of virtue highly . What they
expressed was the effect of virtue and education. They believed
when moral education reached a certain degree they could produce
a huge spiritural strength.

Studying the tendency of strength is of profound significance
for understanding the ideology , politics and culture of the Zhou
and Qin Dynasties even the whole ancient China and also for un-
derstanding the world and mastering it. However, the ancient
wits’ discussions on the tendency of strength are scattered in some
books , and are not systematic. Later generations have made no
special study of the tendency of strength. The author tries to make
a systematic study of the tendency of strength by using the period
between the Zhou and Qin Dynasties as a section.

Wish the specialists and colleagues to oblige me with your
valuable comments.
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