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Preface by Ferid Murad

The multiauthored book edited by professor Baolu Zhao describes various aspects of
nitric oxide chemistry and biology. Professor Zhao has worked in the field of nitric oxide
research for about seventeen years with applications to assay methods, its role in reper-
fusion injury, its complex role in inflammation and neuroscience. His interests in the in-
terrelationships of antioxidants and other free radicals with nitric oxide are also presen-
ted as well as its role in plant biology and disease.

This book in Mandarin is a timely summary for the Asian scientists interested in ni-
tric oxide chemistry and biology. The field of nitric oxide research has grown to more
than 80,000 publications during the past thirty years. The field has expanded into many
areas and directions most probably because it is such a simple molecule and messenger
with an ever growing list of biological applications, many of which could have important
therapeutic applications.

The book should prove to be an important summary of the nitric oxide field for
students and young scientists entering this complex but fascinating area of biochemistry

and biology.

Dr. Ferid Murad
Member, National Academy of Sciences (1997)
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine (1998)
April 2007
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