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Introduction

The authors have expounded the characteristics and the present progress of sustainable development in the Pearl
River Delta Economic Zone, the relatively developed regions in China, in the light of the study on its resources bear-
ing capacity and environmental capacity and other research works on the resources, environment and sustainable devel-
opment in Guangdong Province ( with stress on the Pearl River Delta) . Iis content includes; the background of the
strategy, assessment of the ability and analysis of the progress in sustainable development, utilization of land resources
and assessment on sustainable agriculture, sustainable utilization of water resources, situation of the environment and
its constraint on the social and economic development; with case study on the situation of Guangzhou City, Shenzhen
City, Zhongshan City and Qingxi Town of Dongguan City, the state — grade testing zone on sustainable development;
and an introduction to the information technology and its application in study of resources, environment and sustainable
 development.

The book, being new and original in various aspects with full and accurate data, makes use of some theories and
research methods of natural science in the study of sustainable development, is closely combined with the reality of re-
gional social economic development and expands the content of study on regional sustainable development of China in
both theory and practice. It may afford reference for researchers in geo-sciences, environmental sciences, agricultural
sciences and social development sciences and for personalities of various circles who are interested in sustainable devel-

opment.
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