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The Old Man and
His Grandson

Brider Grimm®

There was once a very old man, whose eyes had
become dim, his ears dull of hearing, his knees
trembled, and when he sat at table he could hardly
hold the spoon, and spilt the broth upon the table-
cloth or let it run out of his mouth. His son and his
son’s wife were disgusted at this, so the old grandfather at
last had to sit in the corner behind the stove, and they gave
him his food in an earthenware bowl, and not even enough
of it. And he used to look towards the table with his eyes
full of tears. Once, too, his trembling hands could not hold
the bowl, and it fell to the ground and broke. The young
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wife scolded him, but he said nothing and only sighed.
Then they brought him a wooden bowl for a few half-
pence, out of which he had to eat.

They were once sitting thus when the little grandson of
four years old began to gather together some bits of wood
upon the ground. “What are you doing there?” asked the
father. “I am making a little trough,” answered the child,
“for father and mother to eat out of when I am big. ”

The man and his wife looked at each other for a while,
and presently began to cry. Then they took the old
grandfather to the table, and henceforth always let him eat
with them, and likewise said nothing if he did spill a little of
anything.

# Vocabulary[ #iC %]
| tremble / 'trembl / v. ARHE, PRIE B
spoon /spuin / n. #t,REIE BT

\ broth /bro:0 / n. K%

disgust /dis'gast / v. & AR

| carthenware / '2:0anwea / n. Hi3
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There was once a very old man, whose eyes had
become dim, his ears dull of hearing, his knees
trembled, and when he sat at table he could hardly
hold the spoon, and spilt the broth upon the table-

cloth or let it run out of his mouth.
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The Twelve Dancing

Princessess

Briider Grimm

Then they came to another grove of trees, where all
the leaves were of gold; and afterwards to a third, where
the leaves were all glittering diamonds. And the soldier
broke a branch from each; and every time there was a loud
noise, which made the youngest sister tremble with fear;
but the eldest still said, it was only the princes, who were
crying for joy. So they went on till they came to a great
lake; and at the side of the lake there lay twelve little boats
with twelve handsome princes in them, who seemed to be
waiting there for the princesses.

One of the princesses went into each boat, and the
soldier stepped into the same boat with the youngest. As

they were rowing over the lake, the prince who was in the

o AxA(HABENAE).
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boat with the youngest princess and the soldier said, “I do
not know why it is, but though I am rowing with all my
might we do not get on so fast as usual, and I am quite
tired: the boat seems very heavy today. ” “It is only the
heat of the weather,” said the princess: “I feel it very warm
too”

On the other side of the lake stood a fine
illuminated castle, from which came the merry music
of horns and trumpets. There they all landed, and went
into the castle, and each prince danced with his princess;
and the soldier, who was all the time invisible, danced with
them too; and when any of the princesses had a cup of wine
set by her, he drank it all up, so that when she put the cup
to her mouth it was empty. At this, too, the youngest sister
was terribly frightened, but the eldest always silenced her.

They danced on till three o’clock in the morning, and
then all their shoes were worn out, so that they were
obliged to leave off. The princes rowed them back again
over the lake (but this time the soldier placed himself in the
boat with the eldest princess) ; and on the opposite shore
they took leave of each other, the princesses promising to

come again the next night.



