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Liu Xuemin was born in an artist family in Anxin
Country of Hebei province. With an interest in art since
childhood, he benefited from several famous artists such
as Wei Kuizhong and Liu Hejiang. Graduated from Hebei
College of Art and Crafts, he also took courses at Beijing
Art Academy. Since 1980s he has been following artist
Liang Zhanyan for studying figure portrait painting. Dur-
ing this period, he paid several visits to Taihang Mountain,

North Shanxi Plateau, Baiyang Lake and the reach of

the Yellow River for sketching, which influenced his per-
ception for art in his later works and the set-up of his
painting style.

He has participated in the 9" and 10" National Fine
Art Exhibition held by the Ministry of Culture, and won the
first and second prizes at Hebei Fine Art Exhibition for six
times. His works have also been exhibited in Japan. In 1988,

he co-conducted a Chinese painting exhibition by cighteen
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artists with other famous artists such as Liang Zhanyan,

Liu Jin’an and Duan Xiucang at the National Art Museum
of China in Beijing, where several of his works such as Ice
River were exhibited. His works include Resonance listed
in the 10" National Printmaking Exhibition, Homestead
listed in the 9" National Fine Art Exhibition, Mountain
Awakening listed in the National Exhibition of West China
Paintings, Clouds above the Bank and Spring Awakening
exhibited at the National Art Museum of China in Beijing,
Water Village Ballad listed in the 10" National Fine Art
Exhibition and collected by Zhejiang Art Museum, as well
as Greenness All over the Countryside listed in the 6™ Na-
tional Exhibition of Chinese Elaborate-Style Painting. Cur-
rently he is a member of China Artists Association and
Research Association of Chinese Portrait Paintings and artist
with Baoding Art Academy. He is also pursuing a graduate

diploma at Shi Qi Office of Beijing Art Academy.
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With Liang Zhanyan at Baiyang Lake in winter



Modest, fresh and sincere

“The principle of education lies in enlightenment of virtue.” This is
at the heart of Chinese traditional cultural of a profound history for five

thousand years. The purpose of artists" spreading art and enlightenment

throughout the society is to awaken people’ s goodness and rightness

and call for their innocence in nature. It is an artist’s responsibility to
influence the public values and ethics in a subtle way via their per-

sonal charm and works that reflect liberal spirits. The classical works
in history. in spite of the different objects depicted or painting styles used,
were all created with this idea in mind.

As (o the field of Chinese paintings. Liu Xuemin imparts a particular
language to his production — itis the love for the rural area and the mean-
ing of truth and virtue. His works derive from a passion for the rural arca
and an in-depth understanding of common people. Although borm in an
artist family, he underwent a chaos period of reforms and had a hard time
in his childhood. With his father working at a culture gallery, he was greatly
influenced by art at an carly age and developed his own appreciation for
it. He also benefited from the instruction of Wei Kuizhong and Xin Hejiang,
the two famous artists, and graduated with honors from Hebei College of
Art and Crafts in 1981. In his early years, he used to touch upon a wide
diversity of art forms including Chinese painting, oil painting,

sphere of peace and serenity, which reflects the dream of the artist asa
little child and arouses people” s longing for a wonderful world. Besides

his other works Mountain Awakening, Spring Awakening and Greenness

Al over the Countryside were respectively listed in national exhibitions
and given high credits by experts and scholars alike. All these honors
meant a lot to Liu Xuemin, who had spent a long time living in a small
town. Given the big size and plain style of his works for exhibitions, one
can feel his solid groundwork and precise attitude towards work. He
never wavers his mind in face of the tempting world, Rather, he always

focuses on work with a composed state of mind. On his several visits to
Taihang Mountain and North Shanxi, he tried to capture the touching
moments of life, secking for models representative of common people
around us, 50 as to discover and reveal the truth of life and express the
beauty of nature. Such is the eternal aesthetic perception in the eyes of
Liu Xuemin.

Art conveys an artist” s attitudes toward life, What Liu Xuemin ex-
presses are his plain character as a common person as well as his deep
love for the northern rural land. The figures, animals, white snow and
even the reeds along the lake all reveal the flavor of rural life and the

artist” s simpl The objects in his works seem so vivid and

painting, water color painting, story pictures, design and illustrations. Years
of experiences helped him set up a solid foundation for subsequent devel-
opment in the field of Chinese painting. Later he swdied under Liang
Zhanyan for figure puinting, and is now pursuing further study in Beijing

Art Academy. His persistence in pursuit of art as well as his profound
experience and understanding in art give rise to generation of more and
more great works that are appealing to the public.

Since the end of 1980s, his works have kept appearing and winning

award: led fine art

in many p leveled and national big-s
exhibitions. In 1988, he co-conducted a Chinese painting exhibition by

eighteen artists with other famous artists such as Liang Zhanyan, Liu

Jin"an and Duan Xiucang at the National Art Museum of China in Beijing
His works Homestead and Water Village Ballad were subsequently listed
in the 9th and 10th National Fine Art Exhibition. The work Homestead
depicts the sanctity and
tranguility of the nature,
reflecting the artist’ s
longing for nature and
treasuring of life. In an-
other great work of his,
Water Village Ballad, an
innocent child bends
over on the bank read-
ing a ballad. With cloud
floating above, brook
fowing alongside and
reeds wavering in the
wind. the picture is
filled with an atmo-

elegant and the lines and colors agree with the water colors so much, that
his works are covered with a distinctive charm and rich aesthetic feelings.

With a special interest in oxen, Liu Xuemin has created different
images of oxen that are cither working or taking a leisure time, but all
looking very vivid with a sense of human touch and honesty. The loyalty
of oxen and the fact that that are always determined to work for human
beings without asking for payback just symbolize the characters of the
artist as being benign, mild, tolerant and sincere. He has undergone frus-
trations and obstacles on the path in pursuit of art, but not once did any
trouble weaken his enthusiasm at art. Rather, troubles only made him
stronger and more energetic. Therefore, there is no affectation to be
found in his works. but only frankness and simplicity that elicit truth

and beauty. With his gift and diliggence, he will sure be able to have a even

broader sky of his own in the colorful Chinese art circles.
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Carefree Child

68cm = 88cm



#F%  Greenness All over the Countryside  185¢cm = 176cm
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Hearing Duck from Ten Li Away
95¢cm = 85cm

BRI  Early Spring Breeze  123cm x 238cm






