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It is a great honour for me to preface this book showing
the important works of renowned contemporary French
landscape architects, who are among the most talented
working in this field now, at the beginning of the 21st
century.

If | have accepted this responsibility, it is because the
majority of them have a direct link with the National
School of Landscape Architecture at Versailles, of which |
am currently the director. This link is often untrammelled :
the majority of them graduated from the school, and a
good half of them teach or have taught here.

This is why it is not unreasonable to think that the spirit
that emanates from this work, its collective meaning
over and above the quadlities and specifics of each
project and each design team, can find ifs resonance
in the "values" and the constants of the training of our
young landscape architects... Many of the landscape
architects presented here, and | do not need to name
them, have visibly contributed to the pedagogical
structure of the school, to the conception of its teaching
through landscape projects, to the unique make-up of
a teaching method through practice which intimately
mixes learning and know-how. Thisimplies an assimilation
of competencies and of knowledge in many disciplines :
ecology and botany, techniques and materials, human
and social sciences, artistic expression and creativity...
and their practical use at the very heart of exercises on
landscape projects.

These are the same "ingredients" that one finds running
through the projects presented in this attractive book :
the understanding, and painstaking analysis, of practices
and uses in "project” territories; concern and respect
for the living, its components, its own dynamics; the
capacity to choose and put to work the most simple,
most ecological and most sustainable materials and
techniques. This work of analysis and then of synthesis,
and finally this skill of transforming sites by a project
made up of incessant foing and froing between
thought and action, fashion the project and its gradual
materialisation. i
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