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Abstract

This dissertation, which comprises eight chapters, is a detailed comparative
study of Classical Chinese and Written Burmese in the light of historical and
comparative theories and methodologies.

In Chapter One,the language relationship between Chinese and Burmese is
discussed in the perspective of historical documents. With evidences from
Chinese documents, and new findings in modern archaeology and anthropology,
the writer proves that the Di (IX) was the ancestor of the Burmese people. The
Old Di language developed into Lolo-Burmese languages, hence the Burmese
language comes from Old Di. In Chapter Two, the writer compares some
prevailing transcription systems, introduces the system used in this dissertation.
_ In Chapter Three, the writer uses minor syllable theory to study the earlier
syllabic forms and their changes over time in Chinese and Burmese. There are a
lot of disyllabic words in both Old Chinese and Old Burmese, with the first
syllable of which becoming minor syllables as a result of stress losing. Minor
syllables and the syllables immediately after them yield initial consonant clusters.
Mono-syllabicity is the result of the loss of minor syllables. In Chapter Four, the
writer compares the finals of Chinese and Burmese. More than 600 cognates are
compared with the Old Chinese reconstruction system of Zhengzhang-Pan.
Chapter Five is a comparison of the initial system along the line of Old
Chinese initial (including medials ) system. In Chapter Six, the writer compares
the tone systems of Chinese and Burmese. Besides the rules of tone
correspondences, the comparison also illustrates that tones in both Chinese and
Burmese originated from codas. In Chapter Seven, the writer discusses the
cognates of Chinese and Burmese with 95 pairs of cognates which appear on the
Swadesh 100-word-list. This is to prove that Chinese and Burmese are
genetically closely related.Chapter Eight is the morphological comparison of Old:
Chinese and Old Burmese, both of which showing abundant morphological
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