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WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was a musical genius. He was born in
1756 in Salzburg, Austria. His father, Leopold, was a musician. He taught
Wolfgang and his sister Maria Anna to play musical instruments.
Wolfgang started to play the piano when he was only three years old. One
day, Leopold and some musicians were playing a piece of music.
Wolfgang was listening to them. After they finished, he started to play the
violin part exactly as he had heard it. Wolfgang remembered the music
after hearing it just once! Soon Leopold realized that it was impossible to
teach his son music because Wolfgang knew almost everything already.

Wolfgang wrote his first piece of music for the piano when he was
five years old. When he was six, he was already earning money for his
family. He played for kings and queens and other important people. They
paid a lot of money to hear him. He wrote his first symphony at the age of
eight and his first opera at age 11. People called him the "wonder child."
Wolfgang liked the attention. He worked hard and traveled a lot, but he
was often sick.

Mozart was cute as a child. He had red cheeks and bright, blue eyes.
But as he got older, he was not handsome. He was a small man with a
large head and pale skin. He was always worried about his appearance. He
liked to wear elegant clothes. He also took special care of his hair, which
he thought was his best feature.

Mozart fell in\love with his landlady's daughter. She did not love him,
so he married her sister, Constanze. Constanze was very much like her

husband. She was musical and loved to have fun. Unfortunately, the



Mozarts had money problems. Wolfgang made a lot of money, but he was
always in debt. Sometimes people didn't pay him with money; they gave
him watches or jewelry instead. But when he got money, he usually spent
it on expensive clothes and furniture. One story said that once when
Mozart had no money to heat his house, he danced with his wife to keep
warm. The Mozarts had six children, but only two lived to be adults.

Mozart worked very hard. He liked to work when it was quiet in the
house. He began work at six o'clock in the evening and worked all night.
He liked to write music while he was standing. He often slept for only four
hours a night. He also worked very quickly. He wrote three of his greatest
works in only six weeks. He also wrote a whole opera in just a few weeks.
Many people believe that Mozart wrote faster than any other composer in
history. Mozart also had the ability to write all kinds of music. He wrote
operas, symphonies, and church music. And he wrote music for every
instrument. He even wrote music for clocks. In all, Mozart wrote ovér 600
pieces of music.

Mozart died at the age of 35. No one really knows how he died. Some
people believe someone poisoned him. Others say that he had a weak
heart. Sadly, no one went to his funeral. They buried him as a poor person

in a grave with no name. No one knows where his body is to this day.

GWORD STUDY

instrument n. a small tool used in work such as science or medicine % &

violin n. a small wooden musical instrument that you hold under your chin
and play by pulling a bow 3£ 5

symphony . a long piece of music usually in four parts, written for an
orchestra X 4 ik ; 3 v o



opera n. a musical play in which all of the words are sung % #|

cute adj. very pretty or attractive T & &9 ; BE8A &9 ; #5481 49

pale adj. having a skin colour that is very white, or whiter than it usually is
Zaty

elegant adj. beautiful, attractive, or graceful X H 89 ; 3% & 44

feature n. a part of something that you notice because it seems important,
interesting, or typical 4§ 4E

be in debt owe money to someone fi 1
funeral n. a religious ceremony for burying someone who has died #4L; i #
bury vt. to put someone who has died in a grave 325 ; #32 ; & 3

VoOCABULARY

GMEANING

What is the best meaning of the underlined words? Circle the letter of
the correct answer.

1. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart thought his hair was his best feature.
a. something that people don't notice
b. something that people notice
c. something that is long
2.Mozart was always in debt.
a. gave money to the poor
b. had a lot of money
c. owed money to people
3. Mozart's father realized his son had musical ability.
a. hoped b. didn't think c. began to understand
4. Some people think that someone poisoned Mozart.
a. gave him something to eat or drink to kill him
b. was in a bad accident with him




WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZARIT

c. said bad things about
5. Mozart was a cute child.

a. pretty b. clean c. unhappy
6. Mozart wore elegant clothes.

a. old and dirty b. new and colorful c. stylish and beautiful
7. Some people say that Mozart had a weak heart.

a. small b. not strong c. very sick
8. Mozart had pale skin.

a. dark b. very thin c. without much color

QUSE

Work with a partner and answer these questions. Use complete sentences.
1. What do you think a cute child looks like?

2. Why do you think a lot of people are in debt?

3. Where do people usually wear elegant clothes?

4. What do you think is your best feature?

5. What colors are pale? What colors are bright? Which do you like?

6. What kinds of things can be weak?

AL

QﬁNDERSTANDING THE READING

Circle the letter of the best answer.

1. As a child, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
a. didn't want to take music lessons
b. had a great talent for music
c. pléyed one instrument

2. Mozart became successful .
a. at a young age b. after he was married c. later in life




3. When Mozart worked, he
a. wanted people around him
b. created a lot of work in a short time

c. only wrote for a few hours every night

GREMEMBERING DETAILS
Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. Who was Mozart's first teacher?
2. How old was Mozart when he wrote his first piece of music?
3. What did Mozart look like as an adult?
4. Why did Mozart marry Constanze instead of her sister?
5. At what time did Mozart begin to work?
6. How many pieces of music did Mozart write?

GMAKING INFERENCES
When you make an inference, you decide something based on
information that you already know. What inferences can you make
about Mozart based on what you read in the story? Read these
sentences. Circle T if the sentence is true and F if it is false. Then,
underline one sentence in the passage that supports your answer.

True False
1. Mozart had the same kind of childhood as most people. T F
2. Mozart was careful with his money. T F
3. Mozart had very few friends. T F

GTELL THE STORY

Work with a partner. Tell the story of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart to
your partner. Use your own words. Your partner can ask you questions
about the story. Then, your partner tells you the story and you ask
questions.
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Discussion

Discuss the answers to these questions with your classmates.

1. What amazing people do you know?

2. When'do you like to listen to music?

3. Mozart was successful in his lifetime, but he died without money or friends.
What do you think about this?

WRITING

On a separate piece of paper, write six sentences or a short paragraph.
Describe your work schedule. What days do you work? What time do
you begin and end work? -

Example: / start work at 8 olock every day except Saturdays and Sundays.



DR. JAMES BARRY

Dr. James Barry was the first woman in England to go to medical
school. When she was growing up, women could not go to medical
school. So how did she become a doctor? She simply pretended that she
was a man.

No one knows Dr. Barry's real name, her birth date, or her family's
background. Some records show that she was born in 1795 in London.
Some people say she was the daugtiter of a rich man or a royal prince.
One fact we know is thatin 1810, James Barry became a medical student
at the University of Edinburgh. -

James Barry's classmates made fun of her because she didn't have a
beard and she was only five feet tall. But no one thought she was a gitl.
At the age of 20, James Barry graduated from the University of Edinburgh
as a Doctor of Medicine. She was one of the youngest students to
complete her studies. Dr. Barry then went to work in a London hospital
and studied surgery. A year later, she entered the army and became a
hospital assistant. We will never know how she avoided the army physical
exam.

For the next 45 years, Dr. James Barry was a British officer and a
successful surgeon. Everyone admired her. She began to do a lot of
important work for the army. At that time, England had many colonies
around the world. Dr. Barry spent a lot of time in foreign countries. She
traveled to India, Corfu, Malta, and Jamaica. In 1856 she went to South
Africa, and she was soon known as the best doctor and surgeon in the
colony. She saved the life of the governor's daughter, and later she
became the governor's personal doctor. People admired Dr. Barry, but she
also had a reputation as a troublemaker. If people talked about her high
voice or tiny figure, she became very angry. She was an excellent
swordsman, and she started fights often.



Her work also got her in trouble. Dr. Barry wanted the highest
medical standards. She made hospitals follow strict rules for taking care
of the sick. She reported prison officials if they treated prisoners badly. She
made many important changes, but she also made many enemies.
Sometimes the army supported her and sometimes it didn't. Once there was
even a trial for Dr. Barry because she did not obey orders. '

Some people did not agree with Dr. Barry, but they always admired
her as a doctor and a surgeon. However, some also thought the doctor was
very strange. For example, she always dressed behind closed doors. In fact,
she often shared rooms with male officers. She asked them to leave the
room when she dressed.

In 1857, at the age of 62, Dr. Barry became Inspector Genéral and
moved to Canada. There, she worked to improve the soldiers' living
conditions and get better food for them. In 1859, Dr. Barry became ill with
the flu and went back to England to retire. She was very lonely after that.
She died in 1865 at the age of 71.

An army doctor looked at the body quickly and simply said that Dr.
Barry was dead. Later, someone discovered she was a woman. The secret
was out, but the army never made an official announcement about its
female officer. They buried Dr. Barry as a man. The details of Dr. Barry's
life and the sacrifices she made died with her.

GWORD STUDY

10

pl'e'tend vt. to behave as if something is true when in fact you know it is not, in
order to deceive people or for fun 15.% ; £ &
surgery  n. the place where operations are done in a hospital 2}4}; F K %
assistant  n. someone whose job is just below the level of manager, etc )5 ; By 2
surgeon  n. a doctor who does operations in a hospital M} E &
admire vt. to respect and like someone because they have done something that
» you think is good # ¥ ; 4k4%; £ &



DR. JAMES BARRY:

colony n. a country or area that is under the political coritrol of a more powerful
country, usually one that is far away 2 K3k

reputation n. the opinion that people have about someone or something because of
what has happened in the past %4 ; & #

swordsman n. someone who is good at fighting with a sword & &%

standard n. the level that is considered to be acceptable, or the level that someone
or something has achieved ## /4 ; 3%

trial n. a legal process in which a judge and often a jury in a court of law
examine information to decide whether someone is guilty of a crime

¥ ;¥ H

VocABULARY

GMEANING

What is the best meaning of the underlined words? Circle the letter of
the correct answer.

1. In the nineteenth century, England had many colonies.
a. countries England fought with
b. countries under England's control
c. countries that England sold things to
2. Dr. James Barry wanted the highest medical standards.
a. position of importance
b. level of quality
¢. type of information
3. Dr. Barry had a reputation as a troublemaker.
a. the opinions others had of her
b. way of acting
c. the things that others did for her

11



4_Dr. Barry pretended that she was a man.
a. acted in a way that was not true
b. didn't want to be
c. talked about herself all the time
5. Dr. Barry made many sacrifices to be a doctor.
a. strong desires
b. important things she gave up
c. orders she gave to people
6. There was a trial for Dr. Barry because she did not follow orders.
a. when the police ask questions about a crime
b. when somebody goes to jail
c. when a court of law decides whether somebody did a crime
7.Dr. Barry's classmates made fun of her.
a. enjoyed spending time with her
b. joked about her in an unkind way
c. thought she was funny
8. She studied surgery in a London hospital.
a. medical treatment for men only
b. medical treatment where a doctor gives medicine to a patient
c. medical treatment where a doctor cuts open a patient's body

Gus:

Work with a partner and answer these questions. Use complete
sentences.

1. What kind of reputation do you want to have?

2. What are some types of surgeries that doctors perform?

3. Why do people often pretend?

4. Why do some people make fun of others?

5. What are some standards that your favorite restaurant has?

6. What country has or had colonies?

12



DR. JAMES BARRY

CoOMPREHENSION

{‘ UNDERSTANDING THE READING

Circle the letter of the best answer.
1. When Dr. James Barry studied at the University of Edinburgh, she was

a. a very bad student
b. treated badly because she was a woman
c. laughed at because she looked different
2. People thought that Dr. Barry .
a. was loved for her kindness and concern for others
b. was an excellent doctor but was not very likeable
c. did not do anything to make people notice her
3. When Dr. Barry wanted to improve the health of the soldiers,
a. she was only following orders
b. she often got into trouble
c. people loved her for her good work

QREMEMBERING DETAILS

Reread the passage and answer the questions.

1. At what age did James Barry graduate from the University of Edinburgh?
2. For how many years was Dr. Barry a British officer? ’

3. Where did she go in 1856?

4. Why did Dr. Barry become the governor's personal doctor?

5. What kind of reputation did Dr. Barry have?

6. Why was there a trial for Dr. Barry?
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