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Mingqian (Sllc”y) Xie was born in Hebei, China in June 1989. When she was seven years old, she
moved to Oita, Japan with her [amily and lived there for five years. In 2001, she came to United States
with her parents. Now, she is a junior at Bellaire High School in Houston, Texas.

Besides ~lu(lv1n,; E lly_-‘]l\Il and ldl{lll bpanh]l as her fourth ldl]glldt_L at \Lll()(ll ‘I]L”\ continues
to practice Japanese, and her native Chinese. Her ]:nsllsl) level can mislead others to think that she has
grown up in America; her maturity in Japanese makes her seem like a Japanese girl; her ability to speal
Chinese with humor surprises others who know she uses English at school cvcrycln_\'. Sllc”_v published

CA Dinosaur Who Likes Trees) and { The Tree’s Amusement Park) , both picture books which she
illustrated, and wrote Chinese, |§n,»:'|is]1, and Japanese versions. Currcnl]y, she is writing another book
comparing the differences in the educational systems in China, Japan, and United States using her life
and experiences in these countries.

Moving from China to Japan then to United States, Slw“y has cxpcricncu([ culture shock twice,
which has made her a very understanding and strong person. S]m”y is a hard-working person who likes
to clmllcug‘u herself with high-level classes and is also an ()pun-miuulc(l person who tries to experience
new activities and think outside of the box.

\lu”\ loves both Eastern and Western arts. She has received more than ten g‘()l(l awards with her
ca”igraplty works in state and national competitions in Japan. She studied different slylcs and lcc]nliqucs
from Eastern and Western artists. S])cl])"s artwork has received a number of awards in Houston. Slw“y
is very compassionate. She has not ()nly donated the money from selling her paintings to her middle

school to I)uv new computers, but she has also drawn over 400 portraits for the patients and families

at a ]1()\p|ta1 She was chosen for her volunteer work as one of thirteen individuals and g groups in the
greater Houston area to receive the 2007 Mayor's V Volunteer Houston Award. :lw”y feels ]mppy that she
Ilas grown up, [i]lall)r I)cing‘ .‘ll)lc to give sulnellling‘ I)acl{ to llle community an(l using art as a means of

expression.
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Forewor(].

While 1 studied different artff
techniques and styles from Eastern
and Western teachers, I also gained
knowledge from several recognized artists’

books. Whenever I opened up one of these

books, I would think about how happy it

would make me feel if I could showcase my

favorite artworks as the authors of these books

did. When I was given the chance to actually§

publish my own book, I really could not believe that ‘

my wish had come true. | thought about what types of !
artwork that I wanted to highlight and looked through

all the artwork that I have done. I realized that as my :
experience has expanded, the subject of my paintings

shifted from sceneries and ol)jects to human sul)jects then
finally to people who matter to me and ideas that I wanted

to express. | learned to pay more attention to the nature and |

observe its power and beauty. I realized that I have matured in

artistry tec]'lniques, the meaning of art, and what art can provide

to llelp others. My view on artists has Changed from l1aving talented ‘
hands to ]1aving both talented hands and inteuigent minds.

This book is not merely a collection of artwork; it is a “young B

artist’s” journey t}lrougl‘l art, a “young artist’s” mind, a “young artist’s”
memories; it is my journey, my mind, my memories. Every painting or §
drawing in this book represents a step in my journey towards I)ecoming af

better artist, something that I care and love, or an idea that I feel strongly

about.

1| hope the readers to enjoy not only the artworks but also the little
paragraphs that are associated with them. I hope this book can evoke feelings 1

in the readers, whether it is l‘lappiness, agreement, disagreement, or reminder of

someone or something’ that t}xey also feel strong’ly about.
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Autumn Color Oil on canvas (with art knife)
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This is a se“v—porlrait. I decided to paint the mural

in front of Pershing Middle School on the background
because Pershing was where 1 cxperienccd the “first” of
cver'v’rlling' after coming to the United States. Pcrslling‘
was where | studied for English. As I became more fluent in
rea(ling', writing, and spcaleing in English, I expcricnce([ the first
rewar(lin,»:‘ &eling’ when [ was p]accd in the vang’uar(l classes the
next year. Perslﬁng’ was also where [ started to learn S])anisll,

my fourth ]ang’uag‘e. Here 1 also shared the excitement of art

with my first art teacher.
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Flower Arrangement Acrylic on canvas 16in x ¢
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Beach Oil on canvas (with art knife) I Tinx 14in
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This painting, which clepicts a woman in a wheelchair lu)lcling’ her l)al)y, was inspircd ])y a mother
diagnosed with leukemia and her stillborn baby whom I sketched at Methodist Hospital. Although the mother
was devastated l)y her loss, she held her ]aa]')y tiglltly and kissed and talked to her l)a]Jy as if to comfort him and
to put him to sleep. Her courage and strength reaHy showed me the power of a mother’s love. I did this painting
to celebrate the streng’t}x of love of all mothers to their children.
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Love in Peace Qil on canvas 24in x 36in
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Mrs. Loonam had taugllt me ])iology for two years. She real]v works hard and enjoys tcaclling‘ her students. Her
passion toward l)iology and life has l'eal]y lle]ped the students see the importance and also excitement in l)l()]() gy and has

reau llel )ed me pursue what I am passionate a})()ut.
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The reason Wlly I used six small canvases to make up a bigger painting is because I wanted to express that all the

nationalities and ethnicities make up the earth, and if these pieces are put ran(l()mly or a piece is missing, the earth vi“ag‘e

will not be complete.
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Sweet Dreams Charcoal on paper
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Mother—Daughter Memory Oil on canvas 24in x 30in




