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Construction and Decoration
in Modern china

Tan Qinglian

Construction and decoration is one of the world’ s oldest industries, yet it is always
new. The cultural content and the style of construction and decoration arc always
changing according to the era, the nation, and the region. Not only do construction and
decoration provide comfortable living conditions for people but they also take on a
variety of artistic forms.

Throughout history, the Chinese have made great contributions to construction and
decoration. They have built grand palaces, temples, and bridges, and added exquisite
decorations to the corridors, courtyards, windows, doors, and furniture. Construction and
decoration is a brilliant facet of Chinese civilization.

In modern China, the implementation of reform and opening has developed the
nation’ s economy and invigorated the nation’ s construction and decoration industry,
which is now expanding by 30 percent or more every ycar. In 1995, the output value of
China’ s construction and decoration industry came to 80 billion yuan, and a year later,
it was more than 100 million yuan. China now has 4 million people and 10,000
enterprises engaged in construction and decoration.

Another contributing factor to the development of the industry, both commercially
and artistically, is the introduction of the competitive-market system and the increase of
exchange and collaboration with foreign companies. During the 1990s, Chinese
construction and decoration have developed artistically in the following ways:

1. New-classic design. New-classic design is based on regional cultures and the
designs of traditional residences. It is characterized by noble elegance, fine materials, and
rich imagination. New-classic design can be seen in the various halls of the Great Hall of
the People in Beijing.

2. The combination of traditional Chinese and modern Western. This style combines
Oriental and Western cultures and is characterized by fine materials, elegant details, and
a marriage of reason and romance. Examples of this design are the Kempinsky Hotel
and the Kunlun Hotel in Beijing; the New Jinjing Hotel and the Pacific Hotel in
Shanghai; the New City Garden Grand Hotel in Suzhou; and the lLiuhua Hotel in
Guangzhou.

3. Back to nature As awareness of the environment increases,  green design’
becomes more popular. Green design combines sophistication and natural-beauty motifs
such as sky and clouds, flowers and birds, mountains and rivers, and landscapes. This
style favors simple and natural materials, thus offering a relaxing, [resh, and harmonious
space for urban residents. Green design can be seen in many hotel restaurants, public
buildings, and shopping centers.

4. Abstract. Starting something new with the idea of being different, modern artists
design and decorate buildings in exaggerated and abstract motifs. Abstract design can be
found in large public buildings and recreation centers.

The editors hope that Interior and Exterior Decoration in Modern China will give
the reader a vivid picture of today’ s construction and decoration industry in China and

record the brilliant period of construction and decoration in 20th century China.
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DONGFANG DECORATION DESIGN ENGINEERING CO.
UNDER THE CHINA NO. 3 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING BUREAU
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The Dongfang Decoration Design
Engineering Co. under the China No. 3

Construction Engineering Bureau was
established in Shenzhen 13 years ago.
It is a Class | construction enterprise
and a Grade A design enterprise appro-
ved by the Ministry of Construction.
The headquarters of the company
moved to Shanghai in 1987 and be-
came one of the most competitive
decoration enterprises in the city. The
Dongfang Decoration Design Enginee-

ring Co. has completed a number of

1. The lobby of the Pacific Grand Hotel,
Shanghai.
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fine- quality projects, including the
Pacific Grand Hotel, awarded the Luban
Prize by the State; the International
Trade Building, the White

Magnolia Prize by the city of Shanghai:;

awarded

and the Bailemen Grand Hotel, a Model
1994, the

company was certified a National Reli-

Project in Shanghai. In
able Decoration Enterprise by the China
Decoration Association for its great
contribution to the development of the

decoration industry in China.

2. The lobby of the office building of the

Shanghai Electric Power Bureau.
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3. The exhibition hall on the second floor of
the Shanghai Business Center.
4.5. The business hall of the Shanghai

Business Center.
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6. A dance hall in Shanghai

7. The meeting hall of the Shanghai Bid &
Tender Office Building

8. The cafe in the Pacific Grand Hotel,
Shanghai.

9. The lobby of the Peony City in Luoyang,

Henan Province
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10. The Yongxin Commercial Building of the
Shanghai No. 2 Department Store.

11. The lobby of the Yongxin Commercial
Building of the Shanghai No. 2 Department
Store.

12. The Xiedaxiang Commercial Center,
Shanghai.

13. The Hainan Hall in the Bailemen Grand
Hotel, Shanghai.

14. The lobby of the Honggiao Foreign
Trade Building, Shanghai.






1.23. EBIRIBERBTE BENDER
EFHD. MENBREBSEKANRKIXHE
FOIES 0T 7, BRIEMR DR EE 3 X, BIAMNEEFE
BA,FEWNITWMASEWZENKSEIRANZ
REGa0K.

1. 2. 3. The Jinjiang Disheng Market,

Shanghai.
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