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Tiger Culture in Yi Nationality

Yi nationality called themselves “Luoluo” because “luo” means tiger in Yi language, and “Luoluo” refers to “Tiger group”.
Men are “Luoluo po”, meaning tigers, and women are “Luoluo mo”, meaning female tigers.

The history of taking tiger as totem by Yi people goes back to ancient times. The ancient Yi people believed that one
would return to become tiger when cremated after death; therefore, they had the habit of rapping corpses with tiger furs when
practicing cremations. In Tang Dynasty, the ancestors of Yi ethnic group established “Nanzhao Kingdom” in Yunnan Province,
with worshipping tiger wide-spreading. According to the historical records, the king of Nanzhao, draped with a tiger fur coat,
met the emissary from Tang Dynasty.

Yi people worship black tiger, and prefer black in daily life. They are mainly dressed in black and dark blue. In the
counties of Ailao mountainous area in Yunnan Province, all the Yi families keep the portraits of their ancestors named “Nie
Luo Mo"(meaning female tiger ancestors), which were drawn by the people hosting the sacrificial rites.

In the Yi region, mountains, rivers, villages and even people are often named after tiger. For example, a village in
Chuxiong Yi Nationality Autonomous Prefecture is named “Luomo”, meaning Female Tiger Village. In {Jingdong County
Annals) , Ailao Mountain is named as “Aile Mountain”, meaning “Big Tiger Mountain”, and the watershed between Jinsha
River and Yalong River is termed as “Nala Mountain”, meaning “Black Tiger Mountain”.

Tiger culture in Yi nationality has penetrated into every aspect of Yi people’s daily life. The clothing of the Yi ethnic group
and their personal adornments, such as caps, undergarments and shoes decorated with designs of tiger head, coat back
embroidered with the Diagram of the Supreme Ultimate and the design of eight tigers around, satchels decorated with the
picture of four tigers, and pleated skirts embroidered with a series of tiger head patterns, suggest the custom handed down
from worshipping the tiger-totem. Yi people view the “tiger day” as the highly lucky day for offering sacrifices to their ancestors
or building their houses. The stone tablet used for offering sacrifices to the twelve animal gods is termed as “female tiger
calendar tablet”. In many places, Yi people enshrine stone tigers and pottery tigers in the hope of being blessed. The Luoluo
people living in Xiaomaidichong, Fabiao Township, Shuangbai County, Chuxiong Yi Nationality Autonomous Prefecture
perform the “eight-tiger dance” during the spring festival, enjoying a grand eight-day tiger festival. (Meige) , the epic of
Yi's genesis, describes that at the creation of the world, the god used the chin of the tiger to support the sky and the feet of
the tiger to maintain the ground and then created the whole exuberant world and the people, which vividly shows the “tiger

world view” held by the Yi people.
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