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Fung + Blatt

Formed in 1990 by Alice Fung and Michael Rosner Blatt, FUNG + BLATT Architects has gained international recognition for their innovative residential
design. The firm has developed a substantial body of work in residential as well as multi-family and mix-used community-based projects.

Coming from backgrounds in structural design and art, their work tests the boundary between structure, architecture, and the environmental context.
FUNG + BLATT Architects see themselves as custodians of collaborative processes, each one a unique challenge. Their expertise in structure and code
issues allows the pragmatic parameters to be addressed early on, freeing them up to develop creative solutions and follow them through into thoughtful,
engaging and integrated places of habitation.
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On their approach to architecture, Fung + Blatt wrote:
Our process begins with the simultaneous investigation of several sets of concerns:
Perception + Experience
In our work, the choreography of the human experience precedes the genesis of form.
By raising questions that challenge conventional patterns, we redefine parameters for shaping space and experience; and in doing so, uncover new
dimensions in the way that we relate to our physical environment.
Issues such as the inhabitants’ rituals, the temporal variance in light and climate, and the tactile and acoustic qualities of materials are all explored
for the ways in which they inflect upon one another in the creation of an integrated and visceral experience.
Architecture articulates spaces and activities; it also defines the transitions between them. It is in the transitions, the overlaps and the folds, that
new experiences are shaped and where familiar ones are brought into new light.
Site + Structure
We believe in the responsible use of resources, and in the expression of material and structure as an integral part of how the environment is made.
The analysis of the inherent and dynamic forces of the site, and of which forces are to be enhanced or balanced, lead to the more practical
determination of what is to be physically accomplished, and what the available means are to achieve it.
This inquiry develops into a structural strategy within which a formal armature is discovered, and upon which spatial and programmatic experiences
are organized.
Transformation + Relevance
Good design is about how people actually inhabit and relate to their environment through time. It grows out of an understanding of the
inhabitants’ past, while fulfilling their current needs, and anticipating their change and growth.
A responsible and relevant environment is well suited for its immediate intended use, and is also able to transcend the change or loss of its original
function.
We are interested in creating environments that endure, and that inspire flexibility and a sense of freedom.
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Fung + Blatt:

In the Archltects House

An interview by Paulette Smg!ey
‘September 2004

Alice Fung, Michael Blatt, and l are sitting in the dining room of their house in the Mt.Washington neighborhood of northeast Los Angeles,
beginning a discussion concerning the guiding principles of Fung + Blatt Architects. The house, completed in 2003, distills, however humbly, many
of the themes and theoretical positions that we will be considering in the following discussion.To begin, the expressed structure of steel and
concrete, as well as the clarity of interior spaces reflected in exterior volumes, clearly follows the tenets of orthodox modernism. Likewise
the apertures, or openings in the WaHs, frame particular views that both disclose and conceal privileged moments that also might fall within the
modernist practice of treating building facades as unique expressions of both interior needs as well as contextual forces. And yet, the house also
Bett‘ays subtle idiosyncrasies that counter this initial reading and indicate that there is more lurking inside these walls than an idea about the free
plan or a reductive kind of functionalism. The house speaks about a working idiom that shifts from conventional to stressed details, from a strict
choreography of the body in space to the casual slippage of one function blurring into another -- a floor becomes a seating area, hallways become
work areas, and private spaces leak into publit spaces. Such shifts betray an interest in creating transcendental spaces where architecture moves
us with details and forms as subtle as walls washed with indirect light or materials rendered to retain evidence of their making. Both Michael
and Alice are interested in the possibility of architecture performing both overtly and covertly. To enter into the work of Fung + Blatt is to open
Duchamp’s'door into a field of double-functioning elements that perform in multiple capacities, into a spatial milieu of the trace memories of
lives lived and architecture’s possible mutation over time beyond the abstract realm of pure form, and into the quotidian exigencies of dust, stains,
scratches, or scuff marks that perform as significant found objects in the larger material field. :
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Jonathan Blatt Studio
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Jonathan Blatt T{E=

Designed and built by Michael Blatt for his father, this 350 ft* studio sits above an existing two car garage.

The double door opening above the driveway permits access for large materials and lets in western breezes and a view. Primary glazing to the
North lets in ample even natural light. Three small wooden shutters to the South, control ventilation and southern light.

The city setback requirements have the second story shifted from the south to rear walls of the existing garage. Lateral forces at the front face of
the garage are resisted by a braced strut which is tied to a concrete anchor.

The expressed structure, interpenetration of new and old, play with symmetry, proportioning within a major-minor module explored in this first

project are themes that will find their way into later projects to come.
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