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Passage 1

James Cook, at the age of forty, was sent by England to
explore (%) the Pacific Ocean.

On his third voyage, as captain in charge of two ships,
the Discovery and the Resolution, he came upon a group of un-
known islands which he named the Sandwich Islands after his
good friend, the Earl ({HE) of Sandwich. Today the islands
are known as the Hawaiian Islands.

When Cook sailed into a protected bay (¥75) of one of
the larger islands, the natives greeted him with curiosity (i
Z}) and respect. Some historians said that the islanders wel-
comed him, believing he was the god, Launo, protector of
peace and agriculture.

The islanders were short, strong people with a very well-
organized social system (#] & ). The men fished and raised
crops. The women cared for the children and made clothing

for the men and short skirts for the women.

1. James Cook was
A. a sailor B. an officer
£,a captain D. an explorer

2. The word “voyage” in the second paragraph means
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A.Atravel by water B. travel by air

C. travel on foot D. travel by train
3. The islands were named by James Cook “ »,
A. the Hawaiian Islands B. the Earl of Sandwich
C. Discovery D-the Sandwich Islands

4. When he landed there James Cook found the islanders were

A. cold B. friendly
C. angry D. frightened
5. Which of the following is ture?
A. The natives were tall and healthy.
- B. The men mainly worked outside.
C. The women did nothing but look after children.

D. The natives were very loose people.

Passage 2

There was a time in the early history of man when the
days had no names! The reason was quite simple; Men had
not invented the week.

In those days, the only division of times was the month,
and there were too many days in the month for each of them to
have a separate name. But when men began to build cities,
they wanted to have a special day on which to trade, a market
day. Sometimes these market days were fixed at every tenth

« 2



day, sometimes every seventh or every fifth day. The
Babylonians decided that it should be every seventh day. On
this day they didn’t work, but met for trade and religious (52
FH]) festivals.

The Jews followed their example, but kept every seventh
day for religious purposes. In this way the week came into
being. The Jews gave each of the seven days a name, but it
was really a number after the Sabbath (%4 H) day (which
was Saturday). ‘

When the Egyptians adopted (GRH) the seven-day week.
They named the days after five planets, the sun and the moon.
The Romans used the Egyptian names for their days of the
week ; the day of the sun ,b of the moon, of the planet Mars (k
&), of Mercury (KE), of Jupiter CKE), of Venus (& E),
and of Saturn (- E).

We get our names for the days not from the Romans but
from the Anglo-Saxons, who called most of the days after

their own gods.

1. In the early days there were no names for the days, because
men - .
A. had not yet created the idea of grouping seven days in a
week
B. did not know what the word “week” meant
C. considered it unnessary to have the names
D. did not believe it was the time to invent the week
2.In those days
3



A. the smallest unit of time was the month
B. the smallest unit of time was the week
C. the year had been believed to be the only division of
times
D. the months had no names either
3. The week came into being when the Jews devoted
to God.
A. every tenth day B. every seventh day
C. every fifth day D. either A or C
4. Who began to call the days in a week after five planets, the
sun and the moon?
A. The Egyptians.. B. The Romens.
C. The Babylonians.. D. The Anglo-Saxons.
5. Our present names for the days of the week are '
A. quite similar to the Romans’
B. mostly named after the gods of the Anglo-Saxons
C. more or less the same as those the Egyptians are using

D. but numbers

Passage 3

There have been a number of important American writers
in this century, but F. Scott Fitzgerald is one of the most in-
teresting ones. Born in 1896, educated in Princeton; he wrote

stories which describe (#5) the post-war American society.
. 4 . ’



In 1920, the same year that he published his first book,
This Side of Paradzse, he married Zelda Sayre, also a writer.
His most famous book, The Great Gatsby appeared five years
later.

Fitzgerald had a great natural gift but he was a heavy
drinker. A splendid success in his youth, he never changed
even a little to make himself suit the changing world. His later
novels (UNJL) All the Sad Young Men, Tender is the Night,
and The Last Tycoon, were less successful, so when he died in
1940 his books were out of print and he had been almost for-
gotten.

His fame now is far greater than it was in his life-time,
especially since his novel, The Great Gatsby, was filmed and
put on. A

o
1. According to the passage, what do we know about the
books written by F. Scott Fitzgerald?

A. They are important and famous. /

B. They are out of print and forgotten.

C. They are about American war experiences.

D:They are based on the American society after the war.
2. When did Fitzgerald achieve his greatest success?

A.In 1896. BelIn 1925.

C. In 1920. D. In 1940.

3. According to the passage, which of the following novels has
been made into a film?

é, The Great Gatsby.  B. All the Sad Young Men.
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C. Tender Is the Night. D. The Last Tycoon.
4. What does the passage tell us about Fxtzgerald?

d He was re-recognized and praized.

B. He was a very experienced writer.

C. He was easy to change.

" D. He often drank a lot.

5. Why had people almost forgotten him?

A. Because he had already died.

B!/Because he often got drunk.

C. Because he had given up his writing.

Because he failed to write books as good as his first

\%novel B el 110N,

Passage 4

Sept. 22,1996
Dear Frank,
You have been gone exactly two weeks today, but it
seems more like two years to me|
I am glad to hear that you will be back soon. Are you
coming directly home, dear, or do you make some stops on the
way? I hope you will be home in time for Patsy’s birthday next
Sunday. She is expecting you to show movies to her little
friends.
Patsy keeps asking every day when you will be back. She
says you never finish that story you were telling her about the
B



train that lost its “toot” (HEHEAS). She won’t be happy until
she knows exactly what happened to the “toot” and why' the
little train got it back again!

Everything at home is fine except that we miss you very
much! I have been busy with the spring cleaning. Yesterday I
had Cora come in to wash the kitchen walls, and she did a very
good job of it. The kitchen looks as though it has been re-
paired. I made some yellow curtains, and théy look very beau-
tiful.

I went to see your mother yesterday, her medicine is all
gone, and she looks very well. Your sister Jean looks wonder-
ful} She has taken off about fifteen pounds since she began di-
eting (¥ & ). But now she is complaining (#4%&) that none of
her clothes fit}]

Hope to see you next Sunday.

Lyn

1. How many people are mentioned in the letter?

A. Seven. B. Eight.

C. Not more than eight. D. Not less than eight.
2. Patsy is always asking

A. if his father is coming directly home

B. if his father will come socon

C. when his father is coming back

D. why his father will come back

3. “... her medicine is all gone” in the letter means

S
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