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So Far Through Life with a
Considerable Share of Felicity

Dear son:

I have ever had pleasure in obtaining‘any little anecdotes' of my ancestors.
You may remember the inquiries I made among the remains of my. relations
when you were with me in England, and the journey I undertook for that
purpose. Imagining it may be equally agreeable to you to know the
circumstances of my life, many of which you are yet unacquainted with, and
expecting the enjoyment of a week’s uninterrupted leisure in my present
country retirement, I sit down to write them for you. To which I have besides
some other inducements’. Having emerged from the poverty and obscurity in
which I was born and bred, to a state of affluence and some degree of reputation
in the world, and having gone so far through life with a considerable share of
felicity®, the conducing means I made use of, which with the blessing of God so
well succeeded, my posterity may like to know, as they may find some of them
suitable to their own situations, and therefore fit to be imitated.

That felicity, when I reflected on it, has induced me sometimes to say, that
were it offered to my choice, I should have no objection to a repetition of the

same life from its beginning, only asking the advantages authors have in a
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second edition to correct some faults of the first. So I might, besides correcting
the faults, change some sinister* accidents and events of it for others more
favorable. But though this was denied, I should still accept the offer. Since such
a repetition’ is not to be expected, the next thing most like living one’s life
over again seems to be a recollection of that life, and to make that recollection
as durable as possible by putting it down in writing.

Hereby?, too, I shall indulge’ the inclination® so natural in old men, to be
talking of themselves and their own past actions;and I shall indulge it without
being tiresome to others, who, through respect to age, might conceive themselves
obliged to give me a hearing, since this may be read or not as any one pleases.
And, lastly (I may as well confess it, since my denial of it will be believed by
nobody), perhaps I shall a good deal gratify my own vanity. Indeed, I scarce
ever heard or saw the introductory words, “Without vanity I may say,” but
some vain thing immediately followed. Most people dislike vanity in others,
whatever share they have of it themselves;but I give it fair quarter wherever 1
meet with it, being persuaded that it is often productive of good to the possessor,
and to others that are within his sphere of action;and therefore, in many cases,
it would not be altogether absurd if a man were to thank God for his vanity

among the other comforts of life.
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. anecdote ['enikdout] n. %5 | #k

. inducement [in'djutsmont] n. 5|i% , % K
. felicity [fi'lisiti] n. 348,31z

. sinister ['sinisto] adj. 1% i

. repetition [ repi'tifon] n. X ,1E#H

. hereby ['hia'bai] n. Bt , 35 it

. indulge [in'dAld3] vt. Ph%E; UTH T

. inclination [,inkli'neifon] n. %} ; & 4
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This Obscure Family
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Obscure family — Reformation — In danger — Against popery — Conceal
and secure — Father — Married young — Considerable — Religion —
Freedom — Occasional — Different trades — Devote — Grammar-school
— Could not — afford — Encouraging methods — Soon — Failed in — No
progress — Business — Errands — Inclination — Leader

This obscure family of ours was early in the Reformation, and continued
Protestants through the reign of Queen Mary, when they were sometimes in
danger of trouble on account of their zeal against popery. They had got an
English Bible, and to conceal and secure it, it was fastened open with tapes
under and within the cover of a joint-stool.

Josiah, my father, married young, and carried his wife with three children
into New England, about 1682. The conventicles having been forbidden by law,
and frequently disturbed, induced some considerable men of his acquaintance to
remove to that country, and he was prevailed with to accompany them thither,
where they expected to enjoy their mode of religion with freedom. I was the
youngest son, and the youngest child but two, and was born in Boston, New
England. My mother, the second wife, was Abiah Folger, daughter of Peter
Folger, one of the first settlers of New England, of whom honorable mention is
made by Cotton Mather in his church history of that country, entitled Magnalia
Christi Americana, as “a godly, learned Englishman,” if I remember the words
rightly. I have heard that he wrote sundry small occasional pieces.
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