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Er... the loveliest house that I've ever lived
in was one that I lived in with my grandparents
when I was a child. And the name of the house was
Crosslands. And I have some very happy memories
of Crosslands.

It was, it seemed so huge to me as a child.
And it had a lovely living room with a piano in
it and a lovely sort of hall with lots of carpets
and chests and antiques and so on. And there was
a mysterious room, it was the drawing room,
and we only used it on Sundays, or when the
vicar came for tea, or Christmas Day or Easter
Day®,and I was — used to be amazed about this
room because it had the best furniture in it but it
was covered up with sheets — it was as if all the
furniture was wearing clothes — and it seemed to
me ridiculous” that we couldn’t enjoy this beautiful
furniture all the week through really.
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And probably my favorite room was the kitchen.
It had a lovely red ﬂagstoneCD floor,which was always
highly polished, and an Aga, you know one of those big
cookers that heats the whole room so it was always warm
there, and there was a kind of clothes-horse above it that
we used to hang all our clothes on, and it was just — it
was lovely. It was a very warm room with baked bread
and — my grandmother used to make ice cream and we’d
eat it in there and... there was a vegetable garden leading
from there so I spent a lot of time in the vegetable garden
picking peas and eating them — my grandmother used to
get really cross with® me because 1 used to pick all the
vegetables and the fruit for our meals and then I’d eat half
of them, because they tasted so delicious coming fresh

from the garden.
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Now, I went back to it a few years ago and it was a big mistake. They’ve modernized

it inside, they’ve got rid of those lovely old fireplaces... have just gone. And they’ve

knocked a wall down so the drawing room and the living room have become one big

modern plastic kind of room.

that you can’t goback on the past andi But there’s a beautiful there.
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Dear Miss Austen:
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e doing. At the age of nineteen [ married a man
For forty years, with an ogcasional year at home

ns and a daughter were born
\ orty years. my husband’s health began to fail.
ttlement house in Brooklyn, New York.
ilar to problems we had met in

my son and daughter-in-law.

self that T am little trouble to them, though it is hard

For sixty years [ have been making up

or books as I could collect. In

orld I have sent them. Sometimes I

wled nt from the headquarters depot” or mission board,
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sometimes nothing. Occasionally I have been informed ol B R GE, IR R R

that my contribution was destined® for Syria or Armenia HE.
or the upper Yangtze. But never before in all those times
have I had a personal letter picturing the village and
telling me who is wearing the clothing and what they
said. I did not suppose that ever in my lifetime I should

receive a letter like that. May God bless you.
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All you remember about your child being an infant is the incredible awe you felt about the
precious miracle you created. You remember having plenty of time to bestow” all your wisdom and
knowledge. You thought your child would take all of your advice and make fewer mistakes, and be
much smarter than you were. You wished for your child to hurry and grow up.

All you remember about your child being two is never using the rest room alone or getting to
watch a movie without talking animals. You recall afternoons talking on the phone while crouching
in the bedroom closet, and being convinced your child would be the first Ivy League college student
to graduate wearing pullovers at the ceremony. You remember worrying about the bag of M&M®’s
melting in your pocket and ruining your good dress. You wished for your child to be more independent.

All you remember about your child being five is the first day of school and finally having the
house to yourself. You remember joining the PTA® and being elected president when you left a

meeting to use the rest room. You remember being asked “Is Santa real?” and saying “yes”
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because he had to be for a little bit longer. You remember shaking the sofa cushions for loose
chinge, s0 the toothfairy “could come and take away your child’s first lost tooth. You
wished for your child to have all permanent teeth.
All you remember about your child being seven is the carpool®
schedule. You learned to apply makeup in two minutes and brush your
teeth in the rearview mirror because the only time you had to yourself
was when you were stopped at red lights. You considered painting your
car yellow and posting a “taxi” sign on the lawn next to the garage
door. You remember people staring at you, the few times you were out
of the car, because you kept flexing your foot and making acceleration®

noises. You wished for the day your child would learn how to drive.

w— All you remember about your child being ten is managing the school

fund-raisers. You sold wrapping paper for paint, T-shirts for new furniture, and

ma@e{ubscriptions‘ shade trees in the school playground. You remember storing a hundred

cases of candy bars in the garage to sell so the school band could get new uniforms, and how they
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