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. The Houses of Parliament

There are two Houses in the Parliament—the House of Lords and the House of
Commons, where the elected members of Parliament meet.

The words “Parliament” and “the House of Commons” indicate what its func-
tion was in the past and what it is still today. It's a place for debates between, on
the one hand, the government (used to be the king) and on the other hand, the rep-
resentatives of the communities: the communes, the commons, into which the coun-
try was divided. They used to come together to have a dialogue. The king wanted
their support and their taxes and they wanted the king to follow their policies and to
redress any local grievances. That's what it was in the past, centuries ago and that’s

what it still is today: a place for debates.

2. Yale University

Chartered in 1701, Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut, is one of the
oldest and most highly acclaimed universities in the United States. It has a residen-
tial college system modeled after England’s Cambridge and Oxford universities. The
towering Harkness Hall, shown here, houses a 54-bell carillon, one of the largest in
the world.

Well begun is half done. sFad3F s R st ey — 4,
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[sisten to the following passage and try to fill the missing words in the blanks,

dating back to; located; eastern; establish; earn; surrounded by; atmosphere; atten-
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lask 1

Brian: Well, I won’t be here this afternoon.

Lili: Are you? What is the trouble?

Brian: 1 have a runny nose and can’t stop coughing. I've got this terrible cold and 1
think I should see a doctor. But I have no idea where the school hospital is.
Could you give me directions?

Lili: Oh, Brian, I'm so sorry to hear you are ill. I'd be glad to help you. And I
can walk you over to the school hospital right now.

Brian: Great. Thanks a lot.

Lili: Here we are at the hospital. Is there anything else I can help you with?




Brian: No, Lili, you've been a big help. Thanks again.

Lili: I'm glad I could help. Take care, Brian. I hope you'll be well soon.
Brian: Thank you. See you this afternoon.

Lili: See you, Brian.

l'ask 2

Xiaohong: Hi, John. Haven’t seen you for ages.

John: Hi, Xiaohong. Yes. Haven't seen you for ages!

Xiaohong: How are your studies going?

John: Well, 1 did poorly on the final exams and I'm really worried about my

grades, The whole first half of the year has been just terrible for me. I'm

afraid that I'll fail. What shall T do?

Xiaohong: Take it easy, John. Generally, the first year is hard for freshmen, who

have to make the adjustment to university life and environment, especially

all the studies required. But if you have good study habits, you'll be o-

kay. By the way, what are your study habits?

John; Study habits? I don’t know and 1 don’t think I have any special study hab-

its.

Xiaohong: That may be your problem. Perhaps you don’t know good study habits

are essential for success in studies. For example, pay attention to what

the teacher says in classroom and take good notes and then review them

after class. Remember to make full use of your spare time. And, if you

have anything you don’t understand, ask your classmates or teachers for

help. Another good study habit is to make a plan for regular study time

and set a timetable for yourself, then find a quiet space without distrac-

tions for your studying place.

John: Oh, that sounds good. And I haven't realized these good study habits are

so important for good studying. I'll put all you told me into practice right

away.

Xiaohong: Good. If there is anything 1 can do for you, don’t hesitate to let me

know.
John: You've been a big help, Xiaohong. Thank you very much.

Xiaohong: You're welcome. Just hang on and you'll have a marvelous university life

soon if you develop these good study habits.

JEANKRIEZD ,
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Oxford is one of the world’s most famous universities

Part P 1
L e and began in the 1100s.

Oxford had 16 300 students in 35 colleges and 5 private
,Pm s halls. Each college hés its' own buildings, teachers, and
students. But the university grants the degrees, not the

colleges.

Rhodes and Marshall Scholarships are among the ways
Part [l (Paras. 6~8) foreign students may attend Oxford and competition for

admission and financial aid is intense.

Recently Oxford has won a national innovation award
Part [V (Paras. 9~10) and formed an international distance education partner-
ship with Stanford and Yale.

Oxford is a leader in research, while also promoting
Part V (Paras. 11~12) good teaching with individual tutorials and small group

interactions.

Oxford is one of the world’s most famous universities. It began in the 1100s. In

4 He is not laughed at that laughs at himself first.



1999-—2000 it had over 16 300 students in 35 colleges and 5 private halls, among

whom are 4 000 international students. Each college has its own buildings, teachers,
Rhodes and

Marshall Scholarships are among the ways foreign students may attend Oxford.

and students. But the university grants the degrees, not the colleges.

Competition for admission and financial aid is intense, but students of all back-
grounds are strongly encouraged to apply. Recently Oxford has won a national inno-
vation award and formed an international distance education partnership with Stan-
ford and Yale. Although Oxford is a leader in research, it also promotes good teach-

ing with individual tutorials and small group interactions.
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