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omprehensive Emﬁsh.Cpmprn}qhensive_.Engiish:Comprehensive English)

Chicken Soup for the Soul is a very popular series of books published by Health
Communications, Tnc.. Many of these writings have been translated into Chinese since they
are quite moving. In this unit, you will read two stories selected from the book. The two texts
in this unit were taken from Chicken Soup for the Mother's Soul. Text A tells you a story
about Christmas gifts sent to a mother and Text B describes what occurred to a mother when
her daughter went off to college. After reading the two articles, you may have a deeper
understanding about the love between parents and children and may become more
knowledgeable about how to get along better with your family members.

Text A A Surprise Gift for Mother

TextB  When a Child Goes Off to College
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Pre-reading Activities

Answer the following questions.

1. What are gifts used for?

2. Have you ever given your mother or father a gift?

3. If yes, when and why?

4. When do you think is the best or appropriate time for giving others a gift?

Text

A Surprise Gift for Mother
Sarah A. Rivers

1 On Christmas Day', all the joys of close family relationships
were seen and felt throughout our parents” home: The smells of How was the

roasted turkey, Southern-baked ham and homemade bread hung E‘l:iigr::sl;bmﬁng

in the air. Tables and chairs were set up everywhere to
accommodate toddlers, teenagers, parents and grandparents.
Every room was lavishly decorated. No family member had
ever missed Christmas Day with our mother and father.

2 Only this year, things were different. Our father had passed
away on November 26, and this was our first Christmas

Why were things
without him. Mother was doing her best to be the gracious | different this

-
hostess, but I could tell this was especially hard for her”. 1 felt a s
catch in my throat, and again I wondered if I should give her
my planned Christmas gift, or if it had become inappropriate in
my father’s absence.
3 A few months earlier I had been putting the finishing Why would the

touches on portraits 1 had painted of each of my parents. 1'd gift be a surprisc?
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planned to give them as Christmas gifts. This would be a
surprise for everyone, as I had not studied art or tried serious
painting’. There was an undeniable urge within that pushed me
relentlessly to do this. The portraits did look like them, but 1
was still unsure of my painting techniques.

While painting one day, I was surprised by a doorbell ring.
Quickly putting all my painting materials out of sight, 1 opened
the door. To my astonishment’, my father ambled in alone—
never before having visited me without my mother. Grinning,
he said, “I've missed our early morning talks. You know, the
ones we had before you decided to leave me for another man!™
I hadn’t been married long. Also, 1 was the only girl and the
baby of the family.

Immediately 1 wanted to show him the paintings, but I was
reluctant to ruin his Christmas surprise. Yet something urged
me to share this moment with him. After swearing him to
secrecy, 1 insisted he keep his eyes closed® until I had the
portraits set on easels. “Okay, Daddy. Now you can look!”

He appeared dazed but said nothing. Getting up, he walked
closer to inspect them. Then he withdrew to eye them at a
distance. 1 tried to control my stomach flip-flops. Finally, with
a tear escaping down one cheek, he mumbled, “I don’t believe
it. The eyes are so real that they follow you everywhere—and
look how beautiful your mother is. Will you let me have them
framed?”

Thrilled with his response, I happily volunteered to drop
them off the next day at the frame shop.

Several weeks passed. Then one night in November the
phone rang, and a cold chill numbed my body. 1 picked up the
receiver to hear my husband, a doctor, say, “I'm in the
emergency room. Your father has had a stroke. It’s bad, but he
is still alive.”

Did her father
love her or not?
How did you
know?

Whom does
“amother man"
refer to?

What does the
word something
refer to?

How did  her
father comment
on the painting?

What happened to
her father?
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Daddy lingered in a coma for several days. | went to see
him in the hospital the day before he died. 1 slipped my hand in
his and asked, “Do you know who I am, Daddy?” He surprised
everyone when he whispered, “You're my darling daughter.”
He died the next day, and it seemed all joy was drained from
the lives of my mother and me..

I finally remembered to call about the portrait framing and
thanked God® my father had gotten a chance to see the pictures
before he died. 1 was surprised when the shopkeeper told me
my father had visited the shop, paid for the framing and had
them gift-wrapped. In all our grief, I had no longer planned to
give the portraits to my mother,

Even though we had lost the patriarch of our family,
everyone was assembled on Christmas Day—making an effort
to be cheerful. As I looked into my mother’s sad eyes and
unsmiling face, 1 decided to give her Daddy’s and my gift. As
she stripped the paper from the box, I saw her heart wasn't in it.
There was a small card inside attached to the pictures.

After looking at the portraits and reading the card, her
entire demeanor changed. She bounced out of her chair, handed
the card to me and commissioned my brothers to hang the
paintings facing each other over the fireplace. She stepped back
and looked for a long while. With sparkling, tear-filled eyes
and a wide smile, she quickly turned and said, “I knew Daddy
would be with us on Christmas Day!”

I glanced at the gift card scrawled in my father’s
handwriting. “Mother—Our daughter reminded me why I am
so blessed. I'll be looking at you always—Daddy.”

Why could her
father recognize
her so easily?

What did her
father do about
the picture before
he died?

Whom does “the
patriarch of our
family” refer to?

How did her
mother  respond

after she got the
gift?
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homemade / houm'meid/ a.
accommodate /3'komadeit/ V.
toddler /'tadla/ n.
lavishly /'l vifli/ ad.
inappropriate / ina'prauprist/ a.
undeffinble / Andi'naiabl/ G
reflendlessly /ri'lentlosli/ maste nish ad.
Doorbell /'da:bel/ n.
amble /'&mbal/ W
grin /grin/ v
ssweaf v
secrecy /'sitkrasi/ n
insist /in'sist/
easel/'i1zal/ n
G“UQJ
dazed /deizd/ a.
inspect /in'spekt/  (pect v
Hpree .

flip-flop /'flipflop/

UNIT ONE 5

made at home and not bought from a shop [
il

to do or provide what somebody needs

a child who has only just learned to walk [{i]4%
2ERE I T

generously or in large quantities £ & fh. &
ith

not suitable 4+ & 51

clear, true or certain J&A] 1. iE TCEE
without stopping or changing 7~ {541, 7 [f] ik
i

a button outside a house that you push to make
a sound so that people inside know you are
there []#%

to walk in a slow relaxed way @, 4{7
(grinned, grinned; grinning) to smile widely
M 15 52

(swore, sworn) to make a very serious promise
ZH

the state of being secret {4, %

to demand that something should happen and
refuse to let anyone say no s, URE%

a wooden frame that you put a painting on
while you paint it %

unable to think clearly i #fH

examine something carefully §47 . {F4lE

quick movement {E{F{HE
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mun*:le /'mAambal/

L/ Me
thrill /0ril/

Thnbl
chill /tfil/  galil

@r f‘liljgaf £

coma. /’kauma/
Whisper /'wispa/
Patriarch /'peitria:k/
strip /strip/

d¢meanor /di 'mi:na/
ﬂ(l?lm&&n]p v

bounce /bauns/
commission /ka'mifan/

scrawl /skra:l/

v to say something too quietly and not clearly

enough WK, &ML
v To make someone feel excited, happy and

pleased {f (FA) BB araiizh

chill. n.  afeeling of coldness Fi%

to remain in existence ## &
a state of deep unconsciousness, often lasting
for a long time and caused by serious illness or
injury Bif

V. to speak very quietly {i%. 7] it

. an old man who is respected as the head of a
family or tribe F, K

v to remove something that is covering the
surface of something else fiii 5. 2

n. the way someone behaves or looks that gives
you a general idea of their character 175, #
1k

LR ¥ to move quickly Bkl
to ask someone to do a piece of work ZZfif ( B

A) AESFELIF

V. to write in a careless and untidy way £ T %%

HWHE

set up tables and chairs
pass away

do one's best
in one's absence
out of sight

I Phrases and Expressions I

i B R

an expression meaning to die, used because you want to avoid
upsetting someone by saying this directly 2t

to try one’s best J& )

while someone is away 7F 5 A\ AR TERT

out of the area that one can see fIHF 27 #h
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to one's astonishment in a way that makes one feel astonished £+ A W7 {54 2

swear sb. to secrecy to make someone promise not to tell anyone what you have
told them {3 A RIE(RFRLE

share ... with Ko g

at a distance from a place that is not very close M b

linger in a coma wHE—-GHh; LTFEE2P

look into sb.’s eyes T8 5\ B9AR

Notes

1. Christmas Day (Ei£7), 12 H 25 HREEHEL SIRESRENH T, %
BETS - Christmas (FI# % J7 Xmas), H Christ (358) 1 Mass (¥ 4k, &
BR R X — KB B 32 %ﬁ%#{RTuERWﬁEEWi@E 12 A 24
HFR I R HERT (Christmas Eve), 12 [ 25 HFRH R H (Christmas Day). 12 H 24
AEFE 1 A6 BFRAFE I (Christmas tide) -

(1) ZEERS (Christmas tree)

FVERHR F R E BN SBY - — AR IER ST 28 R BIET.
LRI A& S S8 b SRR TER A T TER A A B AT (L% 1
RN AP R EETE L. W e Wi . P A E
KT B0 ol S 11 RS 2 ) Y B KB T (R BB ERRR A F5 4% = (6098 5 | B e
WHBIE - RIS, 12 0 24 B FAELESTOREM T, 25 2iEme,
A E AL th B R R T AT

(2) ZEift# A (Santa Claus, Father Christmas)

%% \7E3EM A ) Santa Claus, 7ERESH % Father Christmas . X
AR REBOM - T REA - LR o 2, SEFEA ML . 5
T HIRELH, BERLAE — R o (S0 BIEEAE RERTROE %\ CUS 28
WEALAEI TR, W TEEIER. HEMAEE T, L3I EE (R
ERER . BLAFIL AR BT A e S e L sk T .

(3) X R (Christmas card)
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TERBEN, FKEERK R 28]« HHA 2 (8] EAH i 2 G5 M1 FL At — Pl I I R L
RS . BEHF L EE SR I S R SRR BT E R
“Merry Christmas! Happy New Year!” 2 3 f iF -

(4) ZEiEE (Christmas dinner)

FUERZ R Y RN EE B, ANFENEEHETR, R0 ZHERR - .
XEFERERAAR, —MAREEA . SESOEERMESAN () .
THIRER (BT E) W% . 2SR, SRR S
WA RN CEAEE FiEh, WEEERN N EEFBIN TS A&
1

(5) ZFEUWETHL (Christmas carol)

TEEWERL. BUENHSMKEA S & HIER B 2R, (4R (& - WITHER 1
R (PR CviMafiE) f GEA=%1). ABEAZFERSRI LSS
K

(B GEEI{LEL), ShER, %ﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ)

KT ZWE TR RIS S 16 119 hitp:/weww.holida :

2. but I could tell this was especially hard for her {E%}iz—fuﬁ?% .ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂéﬁ)ﬁ:ﬁj
BME - tell HHH (to know something or be able to recognize something because of
certain signs that show this), {Fl4] .

Even though it was so dark I could still tell it was you.
REXRE, BiLEEIHAL RN

I could tell that he had enjoyed the evening.

FRAEE 13t e EBTiRAFL -

3. as I had not studied art or tried serious painting [H G537 4, B HETE
Zi0LmE . as HJ (because), #10 :

I didn’t buy the dress, as I decided it was too expensive.
HiH KRBT, BAREE (B) KRT .

4. To my astonishment < FZEECH{ iF 1Y 2L - to one's surprise/annoyance/delight: in a way

makes you feel a particular emotion, /#[]

To my surprise, 1 saw two strangers coming out of my house.

HZ Ot L B 4 AR5 B o

To her relief, there was no one else there.



UNIT ONE 9

ikt B AR, S EHAATEIRE .

5. linsisted he keep his eyes closed F{UREF LA B CAYIRES - insist 25 «U2EF, Fgk»
T, JE IR A ERER <should + Zh{RIE ", should £ #5HENg . Hiln .
They insisted that everyone should come to the party.
fliBFF B~ AHES g2 .

He insisted that I go to see a doctor.
MR FFLEFR L FE A

6. thanked God §{ AS{§{3th (used to show that you are very glad about something), ] .

Thank God that’s over! I've never been so nervous in my life!

BRI, EREEHT | Bl A E X kit -

] Reading Comprehension I

EX. 1  Decide whether the following statements about the narrator of the story are

true or false.
The narrator is female and her husband is a doctor.
The narrator is an artist, who is very skillful in painting.
The narrator has been married for a long time.
The narrator’s father loved her very much.

Bh b iR

The narrator is the only girl of the family.
EX.2 Decide whether the following statements about the painting are true or false.
1. The painting was painted by the father.

The painting was framed and paid for by the father.

2.

3. The most striking feature of the painting was the mother’s eyes.
4. The painting was given to the mother as a gift by the father.

5;

The painting brought great joy to the mother.

Ex.3 Explain the following statements in English.
1. No family member had ever missed Christmas Day with our mother and father.



