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General Prologue to

The Canterbury Tales ©
(Lines 1—42)

When April with its sweet showers

Has piercéd the drought of March to the root
And bathed every plant-vein in such liquid
As has the power to engender the flower;
When Zephyr® also with its sweet breath
Has in every grove and field inspired

The tender crops, and the young sun

Has run half its course in Aries the Ram,®
And small fowls make melody

That sleep all the night with open eye

(Nature pierces them so in their hearts)—

O XEFEHRSRELTUTITH, PRI R The Top 500 Poems,
Edited by William Harmon , Columbia University Press , New York ,1992.
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Then people long to go on pilgrimages

And palmers to seek foreign shores

To distant shrines, known in sundry lands;
And specially from every shire’s end

Of England. they travel to Canterbury

To seek the holy blissful martyr®

That has helped them. when they were sick..

It happened that one day in that season
As-1 lay: at the| Tabard Inn in Southwark®
Ready to travel on my pilgrimage
To Canterbury with a most devout heart,

There came at night into that lodging, place
Twenty-nine in a group _

Of sundry people, by chance fallen

Into fellowship, and they were all pilgrims
Wanting to ride toward Canterbury:

The chambers and and stables were roomy,

And we were very well accommodated.

Soon when the sun hadset, '
I had spoken to every one of them y
So that [ was immediately in theirifellowship
And we agreed to get up early

To make our way to the place I have described to you.

Nonetheless, while [ have some time and ‘room '
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