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New English Course ‘ Lesson One

Lesson One
Text

Walking in Space

Para.1 The whole world seemed to be black, black nothingness. The sky
was black with bright, shining stars that never twinkled. The sun, a white,
burning disk, seemed to hang in the black velvet of the surrounding
heavens. This was the scene that spread before the eyes of the first
astronaut who left his spaceship to walk in outer space. The name of the
Soviet astronaut who performed this feat was Leonov, and the date of his

walk in space was March 18, 1965.

Para. 2 Several months later a similar feat was performed by the first
American astronaut to walk in space. Both of these “space walkers” had
spent months previous to their flight learning how to control their
movements under the strange conditions which exist in space!. Wearing their
thick space suits, they learned to deal with an énvironment where there is

neither weight nor gravity, neither “up” nor “down”.

Para.3 We do not realize how much we depend on the earth’s gravity until
we are deprived of it. Then our feet no longer stay on the ground; we float
around in the air; and the slightest touch may send us drifting off in the

opposite direction.

Para. 4 The first astronaut to walk in space, Leonov, and his companion,

Beliaiev, began making preparations for the walk as soon as their spaceship

was launched. The spaceship was equipped with a double door, which was

fitted with a bellows between the ship and the outside. This made it possible
1
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for the astronaut, in his space suit with oxygen supply, to go first from the
air-filled ship to the bellows. Then the air was let out of the bellows, and,
while the man stepped outside, the air inside the ship remained at normal
pressure. If the door had opened directly into space, the air in the ship

would have rushed out and been lost when the door opened.

Para.5 Leonov and Beliaiev practiced testing the doors several times after
they had begun revolving around the earth. When the time came for Leonov
to go out, his companion helped him attach the cable that was to keep him
from floating away from the ship. Then Leonov entered the bellows, and the
door closed behind him. As the air was left out of the bellows, he felt his
suit swell up because of the air pressure inside. When there was no air left in
the bellows, the outer door opened, and Leonov could see, simultaneously,

the blackness of space and the blinding light of the sun.

Para. 6 If the sky appears blue to us on earth, it is because the earth’s
atmosphere absorbs a certain number of blue rays of sunlight. Out where
there is no air?, this phenomenon does not take place. On the earth, our
atmosphere diffuses light so that, when the sun is up, light seems to be
everywhere. However, in the airless realms of outer space, strong lights,
such as the sun, exist side by side with a dark similar to the dark of the
blackest night. The absence of air also explains why the stars do not seem to
twinkle in space, as they do from the earth.

Para. 7 Leonov reported that the earth appeared as a huge, round disk,
filling a large part of the sky. He found that the relief of hills and mountains
was more easily observed from that distance than from a plane flying at a few

thousand feet.

Para. 8 While Leonov was outside the ship, he kept in touch by telephone
with his companion and with the earth. He opened the shutter of the movie
camera, which made a record of what he did and saw. When the signal was
given for him to return to the ship, he was enjoying the cosmos so much that
he was disappointed to have to stop his wanderings so soon.

2
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New Words and Expressions

1. twinkle /'twinkl/ vi. R, N

2. disk /disk/ n. [B#&, Bk

3. velvet /'velvit/ n. RIBL

4. feat /fiit/ n. hGE,. R

5. drift /drift/ ve B ER

6. bellows /'belouz/ n. K56

7. swell /swel/ vi. Jgfik

8. simultaneously /\simol'teinjosli/ ad. [&tHL, BT % A4 H

9. diffuse /di'fju:z/ vt. [FOERE S ;- B
10. realm /relm/ n. YUK VEE; EH

11. relief /ri'li:f/ n. EAER

12. shutter /'[ate/ n. ]

13. cosmos /'kozmos/ n. FH

14. wandering /'wondariy/ n. &Y, AU

KX K K X K KX KN K K KK KR KK KKK KK K R K XN K XK ¥R
1. deprive ... of = kL

2. be equipped with TR EEA

3. be fitted with LA RKRHA

4. let ... out of M5 OK. 2S5 B

5. keep in touch with SR CE=33 1)

Proper Nouns

1. Leonov S B iER
2. Beliaiev FHERIR: S
Notes

1. spend (time, money) ... (in) doing 7£%% (Bt18] . & 4%) AL, which B| S E BN, &
i conditions,
2. Out where there is no air, this phenomenon does not take place. EREZEWINES
EMASKEXFIR . X B out where there is no air J&H1 &R E , where there is no
3
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air X3 B1A) out BYFMFEULE .

Exercises

. Comprehension Choose the best answer from A, B, C and D according to the
passage. .
. The world spreading before the eyes of the first astronaut who walked in outer space
was .
A. colorful
B. black nothingness
C. very bright
D. shining
. Leonov found in outer space .
A. the stars were bright, shining and twinkling
B. the stars twinkled, but were not bright
C. the stars were bright, shining but never twinkled
D. the stars were neither bright nor twinkling
. The date of Leonov’s first walk in space was
A. May 18, 1965
B. May 20, 1956
C. March 18, 1965
D. March 18, 1956
. An American astronaut walked in space
A. two years after Leonov’s performance
B. several months after Leonov’s performance
C. twenty months after Leonov’s performance
D. several years after Leonov’s performance
. In space
A. there is atmosphere
B. things become heavier
C. gravity is stronger than that on earth
D. there is neither weight nor gravity
. “We do not realize how much we depend on a thing until we are deprived of it. ” This
sentence means
A. we realize the importance of the thing when we have it
B. we realize the importance of the thing when it is taken away
C. we realize the importance of the thing when it comes back
D. we don’t realize the importance of the thing when it is taken away
4
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7. Which of the four statements is TRUE according to the passage?
A. Leonov and Beliaiev both walked in space.
B. Only Leonov walked in space.
C. Only Beliaiev walked in space.
D. Neither Leonov nor Beliaiev walked. in space.
8. A bellows was fitted between the ship and the outside
A. to get more air in
B. to prevent sunshine from coming in
C. to keep the temperature constant
D. to prevent the air in the ship from being lost
9. The sky appears blue to us on earth because the earth’s atmosphere
A. absorbs a certain number of blue rays of sunlight
B. sends away a certain number of blue rays of sunlight
C. changes a certain number of blue rays of sunlight
D. becomes a certain number of blue rays of sunlight
10. Stars do not seem to twinkle in space
A. because there is no air in space
B. because the sun is too bright
C. because there are a large number of blue rays

D. because there is no light in space

II. Vocabulary Replace the following underlined parts with the words or expressions
that best keep the original meaning.

1. Both of these “space walkers” had spent months previous to their flight learning how
to control their movements under the strange conditions which exist in space.
A. since B. after
C. until D. before

2. We do not realize how much we depend on the earth’s gravity until we are deprived of

. we are given the thing
we are determined

it is taken away from us

OO W pIE

we are driven away from it

3. The spaceship was equipped with a double door, which was fitted with a bellows
between the ship and the outside.
A. was suited with B. was connected with
C. was supplied with D. was equipped with

4. Leonov and Beliaiev practiced testing the doors several times after they had begun

5
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revolving around the earth.

A. moving B. flying
C. drifting D. circling
. When the time came for Leonov to go out, his companion helped him attach the cable
that was to keep him from floating away from the ship.
A. fix B. attack
C. touch D. acquire
. When there was no air left in the bellows, the outer door opened, and Leonov could
see, simultaneously, the blackness of space and the blinding light of the sun.
A. at some time B. at the same time
C. surprisingly D. by chance
. If the sky appears blue to us on earth, it is because the earth’s atmosphere absorbs a
certain number of blue rays of sunlight.
A. takes in B. takes up
C. takes away D. takes to
. On the earth, our atmosphere diffuses light so that, when the sun is up, light seems
to be everywhere.
A. goes away very quickly
B. gathers together
C. comes closer in all directions
D. spreads out freely in all directions
. However, in the airless realms of outer space, strong lights, such as the sun, exist
side by side with a dark similar to the dark of the blackest night.
A. areas B. rays
C. records D. air
10. While Leonov was outside the ship, he kept in touch by telephone with his

companion and with the earth.

A. touched B. exchanged information with
C. contracted D. kept the telephone with
III. Cloze Choose the right one out of the four suggested answers to fill in each

blank of the following passage.

Once the moon flights had proved that people could live and work in space, the next
step in space flight was the (1) of space stations. The stations were sent _(2) earth
orbit, where they (3) the earth for long periods of time. Crews of scientists and
engineers traveled to the station and worked there for weeks or months at a time. They

(4) to learn the effect of weightlessness on a variety of processes that took place on

earth.
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