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Speech Communitics

I[J here is no denying that English is a useful language. The po you think English is a
people who speak English today make up the largest speech useful language? Why?
D ,eommunity in the world with the exception of speakers of Chinese.
25798 inally they were small tribes of people living in northern
5 Europe who left their homelands and settled in England. Isolated in
their island community, the various tribes used languages which
became more and more similar to each other and less and less like
the other languages of Europe. Eventually, the language had
enough uniformity to be used by all speakers in England. The

10  people were united into a speech community through their shared
language. In time, people moved from the small island to many
parts of the world, taking their language with them and thus still
remaining members of the English speech community wherever
they settled.

15 A speech community is similar to other kinds of communities.
The people who make up the community share a common language.
Often they live side by side, as they do in a neighborhood, a village,
or a city. More often they form a whole country. Many nations are
composed of a single major speech community, for example, Italy’,

20 Sweden’, and Japan. National boundaries, however, are not always
the same as the boundaries of a speech community. Some nations
(for example, Russia and India) are made up of many speech
communities. Some speech communities (for example, Arabic’,
Spanish, and English) extend across national boundaries. A speech

25 community, then, is any group of people who speak the same
language no matter where they happen to live.

We may say that anyone who speaks English belongs to the

Can you tell us something
about the history of English
language development?

How does the author define
a speech community?
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2 Unit 1

English speech community. For convenience, we may classify the
speakers into two groups: one in which the speakers use English as
their native language, the other in which the speakers learn English
as W@Wn, commerce, and
so on. In the former group we, obviously,would include England,
Canada, the United States, Australia®, mm%ually,
not all people in these countries speak English natively, but a large
majority do. In the latter groups we would include among many
others, India, Denmark® Kenya’, Turkey, Ethiopia® and the
Philippines. Not all 'these countries use English for the same
purpose or to the same extent, but each uses English for important
social-and commercial activities.

~ English serves as a functional alternative language in several
areas of public activity for the many nations of the world which
use it as an international second language. Because of its
widespread use geographically, and because of the large number of
people who speak it, it has been adopted as the language of
aviation and air traffic. English has continued as one of the
important languages of ‘commerce, as the sphere of political and
economic influence of the English-speaking nations has extended
beyond the boundaries of England. The use of English in
international diplomacy is strengthened by its acceptance as one of
the official languages of the United Nations. And as a final
example, English is the language of the majority of published
materials in the world so that education, especially specialised
higher education, has come to rely heavily on an understanding of
English. In no sense does English replace the cultural heritage and
emotional ties of the first language, but for many speakers
throughout the world, it provides a means of communication with
people of similar training and interests who would otherwise not
comprehend them.

Learning a second language extends one’s vision and expands
the mind. Looking at the world or oneself through a different
language system shows the limits of one’s own perception and
adds new dimensions to familiar objects or events. A second
language teaches us different ways of labeling and organizing our
experiences. The history and literature of a second language record
the real and fictional lives of a people and their culture; a
knowledge of them adds to our ability to understand and to feel as
they feel. Learning English as a second language provides another
means of communication through which the window of the entire
English speech community becomes a part of our heritage.

(695 words)

What does the author say
about the English speech
community?

According to the author,
what is the significance
of learning a second
language?
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deny /di'nai/
exception /ik'sep|an/
tribe [traib/

isolate /'aisaleit/
compose /kam'pauz/

boundary /baundaeri/
classify /kleesifai/
commerce /koma:s/
former /fo:ma/

obvious /'obvias/

naturally /neet| erali/
latter /leeta/
commercial /ka'ma:[al/

function /fAnk| en/

widespread /'waidspred/

aviation /.eivi'eif an/
sphere /sfia/

economic [ika'nomik/

diplomatic /diple'maetik/

vt. to say that sth is not true 75iA
n. sb or sth that is not included f514p

n. a group of people united by race and customs under
the same leader ¥

vt. to keep apart from others [EfE . PR

v. to make up; to form (sth) by putting sth together ﬁl_H.CE;
H AR

n. the limiting or dividing line of surfaces or spaces;
border F&%;il1 5

vt. to divide according to class; to arrange or place into

classes 733,735 39>

n. trade, the exchange and distribution of goods i 5,
4

a. of an earlier period HijEHY),fEER n. the first (of
two people or things just spoken of) Bij#E

a. easily seen or understood; clear; plain B 5 s
20:BH I obviously /obviesli/ ad. it can be easily
seen (that); plainly B . H#l1; 5 ifi 2 ULt

ad. according to the nature of sb/sth; a natural result X
SR, B R ;24 98, B 2R

a. nearer to the end, later J[§—7> n. the second (of two
people or things just spoken of) f5#

a. of commerce BN M),/ 55H) n. advertisement on
television or radio & &

n. special activity or purpose of a person or thing BA7%,
Ih&E,/EF functional /[fank[enl/ a. of a function;
having, designed to have, functions BH57HY,ZHEEM,HL
RERY ; ATEFI.AINRE

a. found, placed, etc. in many places /4] H, Wil
i)

n. (art and science of) flying an aircraft fji%s, 1T

n. form of a globe; range of activities BkffZ ; &zl zﬂ
1%

a. connected with trade, industry, and wealth; of or
concerning economics iﬁﬁﬂ’],ﬁ%{ﬁq—ﬂ’\]

a. of diplomacy #/N3ZHY dif y /di'pleumasi/ n.
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strengthen /'strenBan/
acceptance /ak'septans/

specialise /'spe| alaiz/

rely /ri'lai/

understanding /Anda'staendin/

replace /ri'pleis/
heritage ['heritid3/
emotional /i'maufanal/

means /mi:nz/

comprehend /kompri'hend/

expand /iks'psend/
perception /pa'sep[an/

dimension /di'men|an/
label /leibl/
fiction /fik [ on/

management of a country’s affairs by its official

representatives abroad 4#p32

v. to make or become strong or stronger 15, [

n. the act of accepting, taking sth offered; favorable

reception $25Z, 4NN

(AmE specialize) v. to give special or particular attention

to, be or become a specialist H I, F 4.

vi. (on) to depend on with confidence; to trust (sb or sb

to do sth) ARHGLACFE X HEL

n. the act of understanding; power to judge T fi#; FHfi#
(71)

vt. to take the place of; to put back in its place {t#&, HX

8- TRl AL

n. that has been or may be received from one's ancestors

BiE, £5

a. of, directed to, the emotions {&&H,15EW,FIEE

SR

n. method, process, by which a result may be obtained

ek FE

" vt. to understand fully ¥ fi#

v. to (cause to) grow larger § Ak, AF K
n. process by which  we become aware of changes
(through the sense of sight, hearing, etc.) &%, %1%

n. size; aspect R~f, A/ J7TH

v. to classify, put into classes f---- a3

n. sth invented or imagined (contrasted with truth) L)
2 B HE R (S truth #H%) fictional /fik[enel/ a.
of sth invented or imagined, not real Jﬁﬁﬂ’] AR

&> PHRASES

make up

with the exception of
in time

side by side

be composed of

for convenience

to make by putting things together gk, ZHREK
except, not including ff------ ELAN

eventually, after a while; soon enough f53#, &5 ; K&
one beside the other in a row —/ME—

be made up of Hj----- el

in order to save trouble ;T 7y {&Etd I,



