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Resume of Kenneth, Ko Man On

1943 Born in Shanghai, China.

1961 Graduated from"Pui Kiu Middle School".
1969 Graduated from University of Melbourne,
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School of Architecture. Obtained a 1st Class
Honour in Design and won the "Picton Hopkins
Prize".

1970 Architect - "Peter Y.S. Pun & Associates".
1974 Project Manager - "Lee On Construction
Company".

1976 Established own practice - "Kenneth Ko Designs
Ltd". Completed over 1,000 projects.
’” 1990 Set up offices in Singapore, Taiwan and Thailand.

1993 Operated own shop, "Kenneth Kollection", at the "Regal
; Riverside Hotel, Shatin".

1996 Established further shops at the Home World, Hung Hom - "Kenneth
Kollection - LifeStyle" & "Kenneth Kollection - Fithess".

1997 " At His Peak " was published in Hong Kong

1997 " The Interior Design World of Kenneth Ko ", 4 vols were published in Taiwan

PROFESSIONAL TITLES

1972 Royal Institute of British Architects
1975 Hong kong Institute of Architects

1982 Royal Australian Institutes of Architects
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Preface: A letter to Kenneth Ko / Juliana Chiang

Dear Kenneth:

When we ran into each other at Tin Heung Lau
Restaurant you told me about 4 books that were to be
published in Taiwan, and asked would | write a preface
for one of them...

It is a pleasure | cannot refuse. You came to the
right person, just as | came to the right person when |
came to you, for there are few who have played such
a major role in my life.

The interior of every house I've owned has been
your work. Each has been a tribute to your special
brand of creativity and style, and to your ability to
understand me and imagine my wants. There was a
time when | even began to wonder if perhaps | wasn't
working so hard just for the delight of doing it all
again. Whenever | decided to move house you were
always the first person | thought of and you never let
me down. Your style has also influenced the passage
of my days, for each design has continued, unbroken,
the fengshui of the last, ensuring my days have been
smooth and fortunate. This is vital in the demanding
life | lead. Today, | can say without the slightest
glimmer of a doubt that it is you, Kenneth Ko who has
made my dreams come true.

It was 5 years after | set up Elegance magazine that
| had the pleasure of meeting you. At that time you
had just returned from studies in Australia and | didn't
know the first thing about interior design. An
interview introduced me to your work and it was love
at first sight for me. We were both just starting out on
our careers then, and | lived in a tiny and totally
ordinary apartment, but | longed to have a place |
could give you free rain to do what you wanted with,
to create something that would totally satisfy me.
That's how we started, and in the 20 years since then,
| have been your constant fan, confidently placing my
dreams in your hands. As your career grew, | moved
to bigger and bigger houses, coming closer each time
to the dream, Naturally enough, each place was a
source of new delight to myself and my friends, not-to-
mention a place of unsurpassed ease of living.

I am always reluctant to leave the old, even while

Your style eqfi
2came my style. Wher
claim, "This placé i

perfectly.”

But, that's not the all of it. Every place you've
created for me represents, my pleasure and my
gratitude, my identity, and the making of dreams into
reality; they represent how with your work, your talent
and your inventiveness, you have built your identity
too; how in our separate ways we have traveled
parallel paths.

Leaving aside design for the moment... | respect
your love of living and your appreciation of life. We're
all getting older, but you look stronger and fitter now
that did that rather chubby fellow | first met in the
1980's. Then again, even more admirable to me than
your talent or creativity, and more persuasive, are your
love of your work and your love of yourself. A fine
artist must be a fine person first.

Your name is written in every room.

Juliana Chiang

Graduate of the Chinese Department, Zhengzhi University, Taiwan

1969 moved to Hong Kong to take up position as film scriptwriter during which
time she lived in the company dormitory.

1977 set up Elegance magazine after working as an editor on various
newspapers, magazines, quarterlies etc for several years.

1980 began her collaboration with Kenneth ko which began with a small
apartment in Kowloon, and continued right through to a small free-standing house
in Hong Kong island. Every house Kenneth Ko has designed for her has featured in
publications in and out of Hong Kong.

This most recent home "7-landing house" was also visited by 300 or more
members of the American Women's Association, who praised it as the most creative
and idyllic house they had seen in Hong Kong. Interestingly, every place Juliana
Chiang has chosen has been condemned as utterly lacking in potential before
Kenneth Ko has begun his work. But she has maintained unshakable confidence in
Ko's ability to turn a ruin into a jewel and this confidence has repaid her, for each
Kenneth Ko designed house has become a highly sought after property.
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Phuket: Informal holiday living
Kenneth Ko bought this spacious holiday villa in Phuket for himself, and true to the name, it's strictly for holidays. He flies in from Hong
Kong every 2 or 3 weeks for a couple of days of total relaxation. While here he walks, swims, exercises, and clears his mind of work, the
brief rest refreshing him for the next long stretch. Kenneth's philosophy is to throw everything into his work and enjoy his leisure to the full.
The villa lies near the sea and is designed for leisure. As the blue sea, green trees and white sand provide a luscious setting, the interior 009
has been kept natural and simple. The effect is restful and informal. It has a fully equipped gym, bright, spacious bedrooms, an outdoor
swimming pool and many comfortable, pleasant areas for just relaxing. It reflects the mature, health conscious Kenneth Ko.
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