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- FUJIAN (YONGDING) TULOU, CHINA
- THE WORLD'S UNIQUE MYSTERIOUS ARCHITECTURAL STYLE IN MOUNTAINOUS AREA

AEMAERIMIBRYIN ETIBERBEETMA, FRANFEBRBCKE) LB H 7 LBE~EE
CERCR PHNEAIRRERRARMBHNSHALTIENVER, tA#-—FTAMAKELRANR, BFE
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Selected from the masterpieces of 13 photographers in Fujian Province and around, this album of photographs is
successfully compiled and is made up of pictures of major Tulou (three Tulou clusters and two Tulou buildings) applying
for the inscription of China Fujian (Yongding) Tulou to be listed in World Cultural Heritage. This album will help appreciate
fascination of Yongding Tulou and Hakka folkway as well. It is worthy of being kept and admired to a great extent for its
record shooting of Hakka folkways and custom.
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Fujian (Yongding) Tulou, China

Fujian (Yongding) Tulou of China is a unique example of folk residential architecture in the
world. It's world-famous for its long history, varied shapes, grand scale, exquisite structure, complete
functions, and rich connotation as well.

With proper layout, thousands of Yongding Hakka Tulou made of rammed raw earth keep
harmony with the nature. What a wonder! What perfection! Yongding Hakka Tulou is the typical
outcome of Hakka ancestors' inheriting and further developing the rammed earth architectural art
after they migrated from the Yellow River basin and settled down in Yongding County.

Yongding Hakka Tulou not only has sound functions of meeting the need of living together for
the whole clan, guarding them against danger, strong wind, earthquake, fire, damp, and providing
education, but also embodies rich Hakka cultural connotation. It is warm in winter and cool in
summer inside Tulou. As a world wonder and oriental fortress of mystery, it vividly, completely and
profoundly reveals every aspect of Hakka humanities and mentalities of perseverance, enterprise,
home-loving, cooperation, helping each other and valuing education and knowledge, and therefore
itis the symbol of Hakka culture and an encyclopedia of lasting appeal.
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Chuxi Tulou Cluster

Surrounded by high mountains, the Chuxi Tulou Cluster is situated
on a hillside 400-500 meters above the sea level with complex terrains
and big gradients. The Cluster faces the north on the whole.

Chuxi Tulou Cluster, all Xu's residence, consists of buildings of
various shapes such as rectangular, square, circular, oval, and hexagonal.
The overall architectural arrangement of Chuxi Village follows traditional
styles hitherto. The Tulou buildings scattered in the village were either
constructed in the years between early 15" century (Ming Dynasty) and
mid-19" century (Qing Dynasty), or in modern times. The Tulou Cluster
is an example of perfect combination and harmony between man and
nature.

From the sight-seeing platform north of the village, you will have
a panoramic view of the Cluster and you are bound to be struck with
admiration by the full power and grandeur of them. You can also experience
the unique lingering charm of this ancient Hakka village, where Tulou
buildings, small bridges, flowing water, stone paths are integrated in
harmony with the terrace fields, green mountains, blue sky, and white
clouds.

In April 1999, Chuxi Tulou Cluster were listed among Cultural Relic
Units protected under Yongding County level. Among them, Jiging Lou
was listed among the Key Cultural Relic Units protected under national level
in May 2006.
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Jiqing Lou

Jiging Lou, Xu's residence, was constructed in the early 15" century (1403 and 1424). This double-ring circular building
faces the north and covers an area of 2,826 square meters. The outerring is 4 stories high and 66 meters in diameter, with
56 rooms on each floor. The interior corridor, originally designed to be through, was later reconstructed to be unit-style from
the second floor to the top. Each unit has its own stairways, with wood boards separating the corridors. The innerring is
one story high. The overall structural frame of the building is a combination of post-lintel and column-tie construction with
overhanging gable roof. The square-shaped ancestral hall is situated in the very center of the interior courtyard. In May
2006, Jiging Lou was listed among the Key Cultural Relic Units protected under national level
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The Ancestral Hall of Jiging Lou

7 B — 4% By R B

Staircases of Exclusive Style
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Indoor Scene of Jiging Lou
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Xiqing Lou
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Gongqing Lou
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Shanqing Lou (constructed in 19
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Rhythm of Autumn
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Hongkeng Tulou Cluster

Those Hakka Tulou buildings in Hongkeng Tulou Cluster were
constructed in different times with various shapes and scale. They were
arranged along streams in proper order together with ancestral temples,
Buddhist temples and private schools. With proper layout, they keep
harmony with green mountains, limpid brooks, village paths, small bridges
and rural sceneries.

Tulou buildings in Hongkeng Village, all Lin's residence, consists of
buildings of various shapes as circular, square, palace-style, five-phoenix
style and mansion-style and so on, either constructed in the mid-16"
century (Ming Dynasty) or modern times. These Tulou buildings provide
specific witness to the traditional raw earth architecture employed in
civilian residence and traditional culture in China. !

In 1993, Hongkeng Village was listed as Chinese Hakka Tulou Folk-
Custom and Cultural Village. In December 1998, Hukeng Town, where
Hongkeng Village is located, was publicized to be Noted Historical Culture
Town of Fujian Province. In May 2001, Kuiju Lou, Fuyu Lou and Zhencheng
Lou were listed among Key Cultural Relic Units under national protection.




