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Preface

The Chinese government has persistently endeavored to carry out the family planning
program as its state basic policy since the 1990s. As a result, the rapid growth of population in
China has been brought under effective control and the performance of the national family plan-
ning program has been continuously improved. In response to the International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD), held at Cairo in 1994, the Chinese government, while
striving to establish a socialist market economic system, has dedicated itself to the promotion of
the comprehensive development of the individual, developing social welfare undertakings vig-
orously, and providing reproductive health services to Chinese people of childbearing age to meet
their growing needs in this regard. At the same time, it also remains committed to curbing its
rapid growth of population and upgrading the quality of human resources and keeping a balance
between population and economy, society, natural resources and environment for achieving a sus-
tginable development.

~ The State Family Planning Commission (SFPC) organized and undertook the National Pop-
ulation and Reproductive Health Survey in 1997. The purposes of undertaking this survey were
to review the trend of population dynamics since the formulation of the “Eighth Five-Year Plan”,
learn the contraceptive practice of Chinese couples of childbearing age, their reproductive health
status and the needs for family planning services with a view to provide scientific basis for further
improvements in management on the family planning program and the quality of services. This is
the fourth national sample survey that was organized by SFPC, following the One-Per-Thousand
Fertility Sample Survey in 1982, the Two-Per-Thousand Fertility and Contraception Sample
Survey in 1988 and the Fertility and Contraception Sample Survey of China in 1992.

This survey was conducted in two phrases. The items for the first phase of the survey in-
clude basic background of population and background of project communities; those for the sec-
ond phrase of the survey include knowledge, attitude and practice of childbearing, contraception
and reproductive health as well as their needs both for family planning and life-and production-re-
lated services. There are about 100 items contained in this survey. In terms of the quality of the
survey data, they all meet the objectives we expected. Survey results reveal the reproductive
health status of Chinese women, which is of great valuable for researchers, policy makers and

program managers in guiding their work and conducting scientific studies.
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To maximize the benefit of the findings from the 1997 National Population and Reproductive
Health Survey, a team of staff members, - guided by SFPS, processed data and compiled a series
of monographs related to data collection and selected theses. We hope that the findings from this
survey will facilitate people from all circles both at home and broad to gain a clearer understanding
of the mainstream of the population and family planning programs in China and learn the re-
productive health status of Chinese women for further studies. Also, I would like to express my
sincere appreciation to both international and Chinese experts for their valuable suggestions and
technical assistance in support of the successful implementation of the survey. They are Prof.
Zheng Xiaoying, Lin Fude, Hao Hongsheng, Li Bohua, Liu Yunlong, Wang Shaoxian, Yeun-
chun Yu, Leo Morris and Charles Chen.

Zhao Bingli
Vice Minister of SFPC
April 30, 1999
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Explanatory Note

This “Data Collection” contains the major data on the 1997 National Population and Re-
productive Health Survey. The survey was undertaken in two phases with some 100 items con-
tained in the whole survey. Of these items, those for the first phase of the survey cover popula-
tion and background of project communities; those for the second phase of the survey cover
knowledge, attitude and behavior of childbearing, contraception and reproductive health for
women of childbearing age and their needs both for family planning and daily life — and produc-
tion — related services.

In the first phase of survey, a probability proportional sampling method was adopted to sort
ou't 1041 sample units among 337 counties/ cities/districts across the country. Totally, 186089
persons were registered, of which 169687 were permanent residents. In the second phase, 16090
.I women of childbeﬂring age were selected from those female respondents who had been inter-
viewed in the first phase but only 15213 of them were interviewed. The samples scrutinized in
the second phase were automatically weighted. 7

The “Data Collection” consists of three sections. The first section is related to the summa-
rization results of the data on the first phase. These data were weighted due to the different sam-
ple sizes when tabulating. The second section contains single variable {requency tables designed in
the second phrase. The third section is comprised of two-dimension cross-tables. All data are cat-
egorized by urban and rural areas.

The units of tables in the first and third section are all number of person. In the second sec-
tion the units are number of person and percentage. In the tables with * of the second and third
section, induced abortion includes abortion by drugs. The calculation of sex ratio is based on the
formula that the number of man divided by number of woman, and then multiply by 100. In the
notes of the first section, “Hukou” refers to the registered permanent residence unique to China.

Participating in designing the tables are Wang Qian, Wang Haijing, Hu Ying, Li Bohua,
Qiao Xiaochun and Chen Runtian.

Responsible for data tabulation are Li Bohua, Huang Yanni, Wang Jinling, Wang Ning and
Wang Jingxia.

Involved in data checking and examination of the “Data Collection” are Wang Qian, Wang

Haijing, Li Bohua, Qiaoc Xiaochun, Chen Runtian, Hu Ying, Huang Yanni, Cao Xingshen,
J— 5 —



Chen Wei, Liang Zhiwu, Song Jian, Fan Jingjing, Shao Yie, Song Shan, Ming Yan and Wu
Xiaolan.

However, some disadvantages may be found in this collection in terms of table design, data
tabulation, editing and proofreading due to the existing technical capability we have had. Any

comments and suggestions concerning any improvement in this book would be highly appreciated.

Editor
September 30, 1999
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