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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part
in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi
Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF FUZHOU

Fuzhou, called “Rong (Banyan)” for short,
is the provincial capital of Fujian Province,
and was named as historical and cultural city
of the State in 1986. Located in the lower
reaches of River Minjiang in the estuary
basin, Fuzhou and Taiwan face each other
across the sea. With River Minjiang
traversing the city, hills surrounding outside
the city, three hills standing like a tripod
inside the city and Pagodas Wu and Bai
confronting each other, the city structures a
special pattern and an elegant landscape of
“three hills, two pagodas and one river”

and “city inside the hills, while hills inside
the city” . With five districts of Drum Tower, Taijiang,
Cangshan, Jin'an and Mawei, two cities of Fuging and
Changle and six counties of Minhou, Lianjiang, Luoyuan,
Minging, Yongtai and Pingtan under its jurisdiction, the city
has a metropolitan area of 1043 square km and a population
0f2.47 million.

Starting from the establishment of Kingdom Minyue in the
Han Dynasty, Fuzhou has an establishment
history of over 2,200 years; it was a shire
administrative seat in the Jin Dynasty, a
prefecture seat in the Southern Dynasties
Period, and in the thirteenth year of the
Kaiyuan Period of the Tang Dynasty (725) the
Fuzhou Military Governor Mansion was set up
here, the name of Fuzhou came into being
thence; in the Five Dynasties Period it was the
capital of State Min, at the end of the Southern
Song Dynasty it was the temporary capital of

Wb ()

Lacquered
(Southern Dynasties Period)

r (R

Potter Ware
(Southern Dynasties Period)

Emperor Longwu, in 1933 after the “ Min
Incident”  the “ People's Revolutionary
Government of the China Republic” was
founded, and the place became capital and
temporary capital five times in succession.
With a developed culture and gathering of
talents, Fuzhou has been reputed as “coastal
Zou-Lu” . In the Kaiyuan years of the Tang
Dynasty, there were “ Lizheng Academy of
Classical Learning” and Temple Academy
set up here, Prince of Min established
“ Prominent Personages Inviting Bureau”
and “ Four Gate Academy” in the Five
Dynasties Period, and the Song Dynasty saw
more prosperous culture, which didn't wither for hundreds of
years till the Ming and Qing Dynasties, with persons passing
the highest civil service recruitment examination amounting
to 2247. In contemporary time all the more talents here have
been coming to the fore from generation to generation, Lin
Zexu, Yan Fu, Lin Juemin, Hou Debang, Gao Shiqi, Chen
Jingrun, Zheng Zhenduo and Xie Bingxin are all locals of
Fuzhou. Fuzhou is also a famous homeland of
overseas Chinese, as early as in the Han
Dynasty there were residents sailing abroad
across the seas, and now Fuzhou has more
than 800 thousand overseas Chinese
distributed in over 50 countries and regions of
the world.
The long human history has left behind ]otsgdf
cultural relics and historic spots. As early as
over 6,000 years ago the ancestors of Minyue

created their early stage culture in Fuzhou.




The city construction was started in the Han
Dynasty that built the City of Yecheng, which had
been expanded four times in succession up to the
Song Dynasty: Jin Dynasty built the Attached
City, Tang Dynasty built the Added City, Liang
Dynasty built the Liner City and Song Dynasty
built the External City, and also dredged the East
and West two lakes to form the water system.
Fuzhou has the earliest woaden structure
building south of Yangtze of the Grand Hall of
the Hualin Temple, as well as former residences
of famous personages, historic commemorative
spots and representative buildings, including key cultural
relics units under protection at the State, provincial and city
levels totaling 665 sites.

Fuzhou also has its areas of historical style and features such
as “three blocks and seven lanes” , Zhuzifang historical
and cultural street block, Wu Hill, Yu Hill, Ping Hill, Yantai
Hill, Linpu, Luozhou and Yangqi. These historical remains
load and carry forward thousands-years-long cultural veins
of Fuzhou.

Fuzhou has been very prosperous in foreign trade and
economic relation with foreign countries since ancient times,
at the end of the Han Dynasty and the Three Kingdoms
Period there were ocean-going exchanges with the Eastern
and Western Oceans. At the end of the Tang Dynasty, there
was endless war turmoil in the Central Plains, and along with
the southward shifting of the social, economic and cultural
centers of China, the foreign trade and economic relation
with foreign countries of Fuzhou became gradually
developed. In the early Ming Dynasty, the Marketing and
Shipping Bureau of Fujian Province was moved from
Quanzhou to Fuzhou with new direct-access port dug, so as

B B Legend

Wk (he)
Copper Bowl
(Southern Dynasties Period)

to make the traffic convenient for
Japanese and Ryukyu tribute ships, and
the foreign trade was in a period of
great prosperity; besides, the fleet of
Zheng He for his seven times Western
Ocean voyages together with the crew
of over twenty thousand people were
also stationed around the outer port of
Fuzhou, which promoted the prosperity
of the port. In the late Qing Dynasty
after the Opium War, Fuzhou was
opened as one of the “ five trade
ports” | there were 17 countries having their consulates or
consuls set up and appointed in Cangshan, Fuzhou, and they
founded banks, foreign firms, churches as well as more than
30 church schools and hospitals. The Qing Government also
established the Fuzhou Ship Administration Bureau in
Mawei, thence the import-export trade increased rapidly,
and Fuzhou rose up suddenly to be an important commercial
city of contemporary Southeast China with merchants
coming in crowds, and became one of the state's “ three
major tea markets” and “three major wood markets” .
Since the founding of the People's Republic of China,
Fuzhou has been developing steadily in society and economy,
especially after it was listed as a coastal city to be opened to
the outside world; it has got, due to being benefited by the
policy first, endless changes in its social, economic and city
construction. Backed up by its own historical and cultural
basis of a remote source and long stream, Fuzhou is
gradually growing up into a Southeast China coastal
international metropolitan city, an important trade and
economic port with foreign countries and a historical and
cultural city with unique hill and sea landscapes.

@ M3

¢ tPESE

World Cultural Heritage

S R A

Unit of Cultural Relic

@ ® o [H3 Y% Atthe National Level

The Intangible Cultural Heritage in China

® o I 4 R A

The Chinese Cultural Hereitage

©® 490 Atthe Provincial Level
b4 i (£ ) £ Atthe Municipal (County) Level




O % bﬁ ?1'?1 H‘I THE FAMOUS CITY OF FUZHOU

=/ W/ ,
Heritage of the Ancient City
S/ b/

Three Blocks and Seven Lanes

=/ WA/

Suburban Places of Interest and Historical Sites

W/ gl i b /

Drum Hill and Haitan

h/HbaN/

Famous Person of Minzhong

A/ AR R/

Cultural Cream

t/HELE/

Traditional Technics

N/ R EE ™ /

Special Local Products and Flavor

o/ R/

Contemporary Construction

/MR % /

Tourist Service

29

43

65

13

79

87

93

99

107

>

CONTENTS




fewM R

The Plan of the Ancient City of Fuzhou of Ming Dynasty
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REMAINS OF HAN YECHENG CITY

Located at Ye Hill, it is the source place of Fuzhou City, and there is still Ouye
Pond and Quan (Spring) Hill Inscriptions on Precipices left there now. The
remains of the Han Dynasty is in the northeastern corner of the Ouyechi Pond,
which was found in 1998, and is a pounded earth terrace in rectangular shape
seated from sharp south to north, with primitive accumulation of Han Dynasty
tube tiles, flat tiles and other cultural relics from the Han Dynasty preserved on

the terrace foundation.
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i O M PREFECTURE CITY
BT A Sk B R IK 9, W] 35 1 I Sited within the jurisdiction area of today's Bell Tower District, it was the ancient
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' HS A B RN A @) b ¥ Bk City” and the “External City” to stride over Yuewang Hill (Ping Hill) in the

city of the Ming and Qing Dynasties. In the fourth year of the Hongwu Period of
the Ming Dynasty (1371), it was built with stones under the charge of Chariot-
Horse Commandant Wang Gong through adjusting the old basis of the “Liner

(i) ,ges ai, Jufhnih CF north and round over Wushi Hill and Jiuxian Hill (Yu Hill) in the south. People of
W) o EABRZE “HEWR” , BU{UAF - later generations call it “Prefecture City” , and now there are only broken walls
Wr. 72 0F 25 Kb B 1 D67 B 5% 8 and ruins preserved on the sections of Yu Hill, Gongzheng and so on.
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FUZHOU CONFUCIUS TEMPLE
Also called Fuzhou Sage Temple, it is situated on the Shengmiao Road, Drum
Tower District, Fuzhou, and was first built in the seventh year of the Dali Period of
the Tang Dynasty (772), the now existing temple was re-built in the first year of
the Xianfeng Period (1851). The inner courtyard has two tablet pavilions standing
there, and the two side corridor halls are used to enshrine the 72 able and virtuous

disciples.
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KAIYUAN TEMPLE IRON
BUDDHA

Located on the Kaiyuan Road of Drum

Tower District, the temple was built in

the third year of the Taiging Period of

the Liang of the Southern Dynasties
(549), and was re-built in 1946, seated

in the north and facing the south. There

is an iron cast seated statue of

Sakyamuni inside, which is 5.3 m high,
4 m wide and weighs about 50,000 kg;
and there are King Kstigarbha Temple,
Benefaction Forest and Hall in
Memory of Buddhist Master Baosong

north of the hall.
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The Grand Entrance
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TEMPLE IN MEMORY OF LIN ZEXU THE WENZHONG DUKE
Situated on the Ao'men Road of the Drum Tower District, now it is the Memorial
Hall of Lin Zexu. Founded in the thirty-first year of the Guangxu Period of the
Qing Dynasty (1905) on the funds raised by Lin's descendants and disciples, it is

seated in the west and faces the east, with a pavilion for imperial tablet inside it.






