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Towards Humanics

Abstract

This dissertation is a research on the significance of Hume’s
philosophy of human nature as Humanics. In its comprehensive
exposition of the theoretical oackground, methodology, the epis-
temological foundation, main contents, merits and demerits, and
far-reaching influences of Hume’s theory of human nature, the
thesis systematically illuminates that, on the basis of combining
the epistemological tradition of modern philosophies, especially
that of British Empiricism, and the spirit of emotionalism of the
Enlightenment , Hume’s philosophy ushered in a thematic turning
for Humanics in modern philosophy, insofar as it set forth the
program of man as an emotional moral subject. We point out
that, such a subject, being emotional moral in essence, commits
itself to the working of constant conjunction of sense impressions
and ideas ,and the customary shifting of mind ,which is “naturally
necessary” and at the same time merely contingent in expression
as mechanical movement. Therefore, man can neither obtain any
certain, secure, universal and necessary knowledge , nor enjoy any
active freedom in his passions, will, and moral practice, in which
he is submitted to the principles of pleasure and utility, and
propensity for the benefit and aversion from the harm. After sys-
tematic analysis, we believe that that contradiction derives from
his unawared nonthoroughgoing sense empiricism, which has a
profound contradiction between the sensuous reduction of intel-

lect-reason and the intellectual employment of sense-passions,
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and hence a series of severe oppositions between sense and rea-
son, and humanity and nature, which he solved by naturalization
of humanity and natural treatment of Humanics, and thus cut the
road towards Humanics. The paper holds that from Kant to
Hegel, efforts were made to break through the obstacle, which
gave rise to a revolution in methodology, and in the end it is
Marx who grasped man’s sensuous practice, inherent in which is
the original unity of man and nature, subject and object, and
based on which he fulfilled Hume’s uncompleted program of Hu-
manics, and thence opened up broad prospects for Humanics.
That is witnessed by the inheritance and reformation of Hume’s
Humanics by contemporary philosophies.
Key words ; sense experience passions reason morality

human nature nature sensuous practice
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