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Strong Earthquake Hit Wenchuan County

A telegraph released by Xinhua News Agency in Beijing on May 13

An earthquake measuring 7. 8 Richter scale (on May 18, it was confirmed that the
quake measured a magnitude of 8. 0) hit Wenchuan County of Sichuan Province (Location
31°N, 103. 4°E ) at 2:28 p.m. (Beijing time) on May 12. After the earthquake broke out,
President Hu Jintao gave important instructions immediately that we must rescue the
wounded as soon as possible, and ensure the safety of the people in disaster areas. Premier

Wen Jiabao rushed to the disaster area in Sichuan Province to guide the disaster relief work.

Public Notice Issued by the State Council

To express the deep grief of all of all nationalities for the Wenchuan earthquake
victims, the State Council decided that May 19 to 21 will be a period of national mourning.
During that time, national and foreign institutions will fly flags at half —mast, public
recreational activities will be stopped, and the Foreign Ministry and China’s embassies and
consulates will set up condolence books. At 2:28 p.m. (Beijing time) on May 19, people
across the country will observe silence for three minutes, while cars, trains, ships, and air
defense alarms will sound.

Report by the Ministry of Civil Affairs

As of 12:00 noon May 23 (Friday), the confirmed death toll of Wenchuan earthquake
had risen to 55740, with 292481 injured, 24960 missing and 11367929 relocated. The total
domestic and foreign donations in cash and in kind had reached 24.644 billion yuan (US
$3.53 billion), with 16.024 billion yuan (US$2.30 billion) of cash in place and 3.004 billion
yuan (US $430 million) forwarded to the earthquake zone. Some 443340 tents, 18334
makeshift houses, 2.319 million beds, 3.075 million items of clothing, 315000 tons of oil
and 679000 tons of coal had been transported to the area.
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Chinese Government in Action

Chinese government has taken very rapid actions right afier the earthquake hit.
President Hu Jintao gave important instructions immediately and Premier Wen Jiabao rushed
to the disaster scene in the very afiernoon to direct the earthquake-relief campaign. The
efficiency and promptness has displayed the action power and diligence of a government

caring for its people.

President Hu Jintao’s Journey

15:55:28 May 12th

Immediately after the Wenchuan earthquake hit President Hu gave important
instructions requiring actions at top speed to save the wounded as soon as possible and to
guarantee the safety of the people in the quake-hit areas.
04:38:51 May 13th

The Standing members of Political bureau of CPC Central Committee met to make an
all-round earthquake-relief plan. Hu Jintao presided the meeting.
20:04:04 May 14th

President Hu presided the second earthquake relief meeting of the Standing members
of Political bureau of CPC Central Committee.
10:38:32 May 16th 1

After a two-hour flight President Hu arrived at Mianyang. He was studying the map
and analysing the situation during the 2 hours.
20:56:36 May 16th

President Hu visited victims in severe-damaged Beichuan County.
14:13:00 May 17th

President Hu arrived at Wenchuan County in the morning directing the earthquake
relief efforts and left for Pengzhou in the afternoon.
17:13:25 May 17th

President Hu arrived at Pengzhou City and studied the situation there.




GBS 10 s

W 440 o4 R Btk 0 R AR R L,
B President Hu Jintao inquiring about
the sufferings of the villagers in a tent

W A AN RA LT REEX,
B President Hu Jintao in Shifang
City to express sympathy and
solicitude for the people of

disaster areas

B e
FS3S TN

e 5 F 18 H 02:44:39
B4 v B AR O A AR T R A FF 2, WTIRPLRR RO T
YRR & R T EEYHE, RIARIITHSURBIGX L

HARSEENENERELBAER

518 B L4, A4k L Pie 25 E R R T w4
TEAKAL, —BEETH AL, BAZR, £AERK,
B\ — . WABHIIEIRTE, A0 H A — > 2 /N

L, BRIESMRIR R ARE , RIS, SAREEERETE K
| =81, MEEEE. RS BIEXT R XA RZMER L, KX

BEOCGH TR A0, BRATOTHRIT R T BBiCHOmE: SR,
ZET! BEBBRK

@ RIEBICK, EEPRERANILEL—T
FRARRER,

FEABRT, BN, EFEUUEACK. BHiEkT, B
EEGEMAE, WBbRE BTSN IRERIER TEA,
BRI THIL, XA, IERMNAHEETEE KT A B
86 208 i — A KA TRATSER AR WAHAF] 14 H
BB E R — A B L. B )
A REUF ! X 24 it e X7

EL=. MEM—DPERLCREY: “BLRILKT, &
(% FEIRARE -7 XEHE, SHiCARARE E, NE%
RGNS E: hRELHERT 10 TFREMRER
=, BEETES 2 SR mEEs, REBL, REA-AFE,
BATR—E SRR KIS 7

S, YRR AR EER, SIS 2k
Hb 5 FIEBBA R4S, $EE A O TR EMRBE: RIS A
A RHAE 12 S AR L B R

IE 2 B AR, AU R ERIE, MUEBRRE
B, ERPRERIRE, ERGHY . KL

S H. MR ERERANERGR, BBicsE T,
TR B ] R AR A (B S R AR BRBANE I
TR EME.  “IRPRSERATS ) RRB A AT A, #FE
W, FEETE, WA



4= =

ACTION Cane
A TEN-DAY ACCOUNT OF WENCHUAN EARTHQUAKE

02:44:39 May 18th
President Hu gave an important lecture at a conference in
Chengdu city accentuating the will to win the earthquake relief

campaign.

Impressive Photos of Hu Jintao Consoling Victims in Severe
Damaged Areas

On the morning of May 18th Chinese President Hu Jintao visited
Shifang City, one of the most severely damaged areas in Sichuan and
left very impressive photos showing how caring and close the secretary-
general is to the people.

Photo 1. The brows of the Secretary-general were knitted all the
way to the devastated Yinghua Town. The grave expression showed
the sufferings he shared with his people.

Photo II. Several women who had been bereaved of their
families cried out aloud at the sight of President Hu. It was before the
savior they were finally able to cry their grief out.

Photo ITII. When a middle-aged woman sobbed for her missed
kid, President Hu comforted the villagers around him: “100000 PLA
and Arm Police have arrived and the search campaign has been
launched. Please take my words, we will spare no efforts.”

Photo IV. When President Hu learned that the situation is more
critical in the remote mountains, he immediately gave an order
requiring the local cadre and the force leader to make for the
mountains before noon. As chairman of the Central Military
Commission of the PRC such words won the trust of the people.

Photo V. President Hu called aloud to the soldiers on the scene
of anti-disaster action. “Brave Chinese people will never be scared of
any difficulties! " The soldiers called back aloud and the mountains
echoed. “We will accomplish our mission! We are afraid of nothing
ahead! ”

With such caring leaders and such brave soldiers by their side,

how could our people be not strong?
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Premier Wen Jiabao’s 100 Hours after Earthquake

16:28 May 12th (within the 1st hour of the earthquake) Beijing: Premier Wen Jiabao
received the report on the earthquake on his way back from the agriculture and food
supplies inspection in Henan province. He immediately returned to the airport and his
plane took off 12 minutes later with an emergency conference starting right on the
flight.

19:10 May 12th (the 3rd hour) Dujiangyan: Premier Wen deplaned at Chengdu and
managed to reach Dujiangyan at 8 o’clock. As the road to the zero point Wenchuan
County was damaged, Premier Wen had to start working in a tent where the earthquake-
relief headquarters was set up.

22:00 May 12 (the 6rd hour) Dujiangyan: Premier Wen visited the devastated local
hospital and middle school.

23:45 May 12th (the 7th hour) Dujiangyan Headquarter: Back at the headquarter
Premier Wen gave 4 requirements: the first task is to save lives; secondly, to resume
the traffic at all cost tonight; thirdly, to transfer medical power to the disaster area;
fourthly, to try the best to resettle the quake victims well.

07:00 May 13th (the 15th hour) Dujiangyan urban area: Premier Wen presided another
meeting and stressed that the traffic to the epicenter area must be resumed before
midnight. After the meeting Wen comforted people staying on the street in rain in fear
of afershocks.

12:00 May 13th (the 22th hour) Mianzhu: Premier Wen held a temporary meeting of the
state council earthquake relief headquarters at Deyang. Then he drove to Mianzhu to
inspect the situation there.

20:30 May 13th (the 28th hour) on the train: Wen Jiabao held another state council
headquarters meeting and accentuated that it was still the first and foremost task to save
lives.

09:00 May 14th (the 40th hour): Premier Wen made for the most seriously damaged
place Beichuan County.

10:00 May 14th (the 42th hour) Qushan Town: Premier Wen met a few soldiers with a
wounded girl on the way to Qushan which is two kilometers away from Beichuan
County. He encouraged the soldiers and make way for them.

15:50 May 14th (the 46th hour) Yingxiu Town of Wenchuan: Premier Wen arrived by a
helicopter. /

21:00 May 14th (the 52th hour): Premier Wen held the State Council Headquarter
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meeting on a train heading toward Guangyuan in north Sichuan province from Chengdu.
He stressed that people’s lives were still of first and foremost priority and he made a
decision to increase 90 helicopters for emergent operations.

® 06:00 May 15th (the 63rd hour) Guangyuan: Premier Wen arrived in the morning.

® 12:00 May 15th (the 68th hour) Muyu Town: Premier Wen arrived at White Dragon
Lake by car and then went up the White Dragon River in a boat. He arrived at noon.

® 21:00 May 15th (the 80th hour) on the train: Premier Wen Jiabao’s words on the State
Council Headquarter meeting: “The earthquake relief campaign is a matter of great
importance as it is to affect the overall situation and the whole nation. We must muster
the strength of the whole country in order to do it well.”

® 09:00 May 16th (the 92 hour):Wen Jiabao said in the joint interview by the state media
that the earthquake relief operation was still at the crucial stage of life rescue. People’s
lives were of first and foremost importance. No easy give-up should be mouthed.

® May 16th (the 100th hour): Premier Wen returned to Beijing.

Ten Most Touching Quotes of Premier Wen in Earthquake

1. To the leaders of the earthquake relief troops standing by and ready to fly: “I have
only one word for you. People have been fostering you and you know what you’ll do! ”

2. “I don’t care what you will do. My order is to save the one hundred thousand
people.” Premier Wen had never been so stern. The sixty-six-year old man was all in tears
at the devastated scene.

3. “The top priority is to save lives. The heavy disaster areas, the epicenter areas and
areas out of contact with us are our focus.” Premier Wen tripped and had his arm broken at
the rescue scene. But he was so concerned about the rescue that he refused medical
treatments.

4. “We are to redouble our efforts a hundred times and never loosen up. Even if there
is only one life under the debris our rescue operation will go on to the end.”

5. “No our top priority is to rescue people against time. One-second advantage might
enable us to save one more life.”

6. Premier Wen called to trapped kids at the rescue scene, “I am Grandpa Wen, you
kids, just hold on! You are sure to be OK! ”

7. Premier Wen was so mournful to see the corpses on a square. “I have to bow three
times in tribute to the deceased.”

8. “The houses could be repaired even it is now cracked or collapsed. As long as we

still have our lives, we are sure able to get through the difficulties and overcome this heavy
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