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This Was My Mother

Mark Twain

She was 82 and living in Keoluk, when unaccountably she insisted upon attending a
convention of old settlers of the Mississippi Valley. All the way there, and it was some
distance, she was young again with excitement and eagerness. At the hotel she asked
immediately for Dr. Barrett of St. Louis. He had left for home that morning and would not
be back, she was told. She turned away, the fire all gone from her, and asked to go home.
Once there she sat silent and thinking for many days, then told us that when she was 18
she had loved a young medical student with all her heart. There was a misunderstanding
and he left the country; she had immediately married, to show him that she did not care.
She had never seen him since and then she had read in a newspaper that he was going to
attend the old settlers’convention. “Only three hours before we reached that hotel he had
been there.”she mourned.

She had kept that pathetic burden in her heart 64 years without any of us suspecting
it. Before the year was out, her memory began to fail. She would write letters to
schoolmates who had been dead 40 years and wonder why they never answered. Four years

later she died.

~ Moving Deeply By Mothers’ Love 2
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A nonymous

Once my mother told me a story that in Africa, when an antelope wakes up every
morning, the first thing it thinks about is, “l must be able to run faster than the fastest
lion, or I will be killed.”At the same time, a lion wakes from his dream. The first thing the
lion thinks about is, “I must be able to catch the slowest antelope, or 1 will starve to
death.”So, almost at the same time, the antelope and the lion get up and start running
toward the rising sun.

This is life: full of chances and challenges. Whether you are an antelope or a lion,
you must go ahead when the sun rises. For students, it is just the same. If we do not study
hard, sooner or later, we will fall behind the other students. At first, I did not know what
the word “exam”meant. Later, I knew an exam was a kind of competition. In competitions,
there are always winners and losers. As I grew up, 1 got to know competition well. In one’s
life, there must be competitions, so people can improve.

Each time I saw children playing games, and heard their laughter, I wished I were
that age again. However, I remembered my parents’ words: “You must work very hard in
order to have a good future.”So 1 picked up my pen and began to study hard again.

I was still not sure what competition really meant. One day, I was taking part in an
English—speaking competition. When I went to the stage, [ saw other students looking at
me kindly. 1 suddenly knew what competition was. It is not as cruel as my teacher and
parents told me. In fact, competition is the opposite: it is kind and necessary.

I learned a lot from realizing this fact. Now I understand more about the world.

Competition is important for us all.

Woving Deeply By Mothers' Love 4
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Mother

A nonymous

“M"is for the million things she gave me,

“O"means only that she’s growing old,

“T"is for the tears she shed to save me,

“H”is for her heart of purest gold,

“E”is for her eyes, with the love-light shining,

“R"”means right, and right she’ll always be,

Put them all together, they spell ‘MOTHER”, a word that means the world to me.

A mother’s love is like a circle, it has no beginning and ending. It keeps going
around and around ever expanding, touching everyone who comes in touch with it
Engulfing them like the morning’s mist, warming them like the noontime sun and covering
them like a blanket of evening stars. A mother’s love is like a circle, it has no beginning

and ending.




