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Preface

by Peng Peiyun——President of RCSC

On 26 December 2004, an earthquake-caused tsunami occurred in the Indian
Ocean, leaving hundreds of thousands of people dead, and millions more homeless.

The Red Cross Society of China (hereafter referred to as RCSC), as an
important member of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement
and auxiliary to the Chinese Government in the humanitarian field, immediately
launched a large-scale international relief operation by mobilizing public donation
right after the calamity. Within a short period of time, the RCSC National Office and
branches at all levels collectively raised over RMB 443 million yuan. This has been
the largest and most effective international relief operation ever undertaken by the
RCSC, which gives a full play to the Chinese people’s traditional virtue of aiding
the needy as well as our sympathetic friendship and the spirit of humanitarianism
towards neighboring peoples.

Now rehabilitation work has been carried out in all affected countries, in
collaboration with international Red Cross organizations, local governments,
national Red Cross/Red Crescent societies and the Chinese embassies in these
countries. The RCSC has involved itself in post-disaster rehabilitation work and
undertaken some reconstruction projects, e.g. reconstruction of schools, clinics,
orphanages, villages, etc. These projects are expected to be eternal tokens of the
Chinese people’s fraternity and friendship with the people in tsunami-affected areas.

The Fraternity Without Boundaries picture album has kept a record of real time
moments in this operation, thus offering a more vivid perspective to the Chinese
people’s humanitarianism. Let’s keep in mind the principles and missions of the
International Red Cross/Red Crescent Movement, and play a larger role in the
Movement domestically and internationally.
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Loving tides brimming China
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Soon after the Tsunami, the Chinese Red Cross immediately sent US Dollars 660,000 to
the International Federation of Red Cross & Red Crescent Societies and tsunami affected national
societies on 30" and 31* December 2004. The Chinese Red Cross also responded to the International
Federation’s appeal and launched a nationwide emergency appeal, set up a donation hot line,
published its donation account numbers and worked 24 hours a day on duty. In response to the Red
Cross appeal, the state leaders took a lead in making donations, and people from all circles in China
participated the fund-raising campaign.
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