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Preface

When the first thread of sunlight shines onto this piece
of ancient and mysterious land, we unfold The Picture-
scroll of Chuxiong’s History. Under the light of history,
words have been coming out like a bubbling stream. Let’s
enter the far-away time tunnel of Chuxiong Yi Autonomous
Prefecture with the show of the films and the concerning
explanations.

The bare mountains stand with ridges and peaks rising
one after another when the sea tides retreat. Groups of
dinosaurs, stegodons, and rhinoceros are perching in the
geological park of Jurassic Period formed by nature; the
Ramapithecus and Yuanmou man are standing up, man
and ape are differing from each other, walking all by
themselves, they live on hunting by using sharp-pointed
stone tools and become the earliest ancestors of ancient
Asian man, and have been put into the text books of
American history; Wangjiaba’s bronze drum is being struck
as a signal of the war drum of feudal lords for the throne
during the Spring and Autumn Period; historical facts such
as the ancient campus of Zhu Geliang during the Three
Kingdoms, the old sites of Nanzhao during the Tang and
Song Dynasties, the old tombs of the Yi people’s ancestors’
heroes in the Ailao mountain, the reflection and mixture
of the moon and the sun, have given a vivid picture of the
mingles of the cultures of central China and local Yi people.
The Yi people’s musical instruments, such as Laohu Sheng,
Baozi Sheng, and Daluo Sheng are all treasure live fossils
for researching the ancient Gunanyi instrument and the
worship of the Yi people’s Totem. On the basis of the arts
show and sufficient historical materials, The Picture-scroll
of Chuxiong’s History is telling us the ancient, mysterious
and beautiful Yi people’s splendid history and culture.

In order to open-up, rearrange and research the ancient

living things, ancient human being, ancient culture and
the deep contents remained in the Yi people’s culture of
Chuxiong Yi Autonomous Prefecture, photographer and
associate researcher Kang Enda has made great efforts to
have filmed many pictures on this subject with over thirty
years’ hard work, thus to have condensed Chuxiong’s
history. Mr. Chen Qiwang and Mr. Ma Zhijian have helped
to compile this rich and meaningful work, so as to have
kept rare preciéus historical and cultural heritages. All this

is the true reflection of intellectual and cultural values.

Yang Hong—wei
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Mysterious Chuxiong Y1 Prefecture, China

Paleontology

The Lufeng Dinosaur, which was unearthed in the north of
Lufeng City in October 1938 by Bian Mei-nian and Wang You-
yi, scholars from the Central Geological Research Institute, is the
rare dinosaur lived in the Triassic period, which is 205,000,000
years from now. Lufeng has been an internationally-known place
of dinosaur fossils, entitled “the Home Place of Dinosaurs”

In 1995, A large dinosaur tomb was discovered on a
240-square-meter hillside. From the tomb unearthed the fossils
of 8 dinosaurs and 5 plesiosaurs which lived in the early, mid and
late periods of the Trias, the Jurassic and the Cretaceous, some
240,000,000 to 65,000,000 years ago. The fossils disclose the
earthshaking power of “the five world bests” and the attraction
of “the five ancient mysteries”. In the 400-square—kilometer
inland basin of Lufeng County, the fossils of dinosaurs and
various types of paleontological objects have been continuously
discovered. The Lufeng dinosaur fossils are shocking the world
with the characteristics of great quantity, complete category,

dense distribution, intact preservation and long geological ages.

Palaeoanthropology

In 1980, the skull fossils of the Lama Ape who lived
14,000,000 to 8,000,000 years ago, was the first discovery of the
same species. Lufeng is honored as ** the Natural Museum” due
to its rarity of great quantity and intact samples of the unearthed
Ape fossils.

On May 1, 1965, two tooth fossils of Yuanmou Man were
found on a hill by the Nabeng Village in Yuanmou County. It
has been proved by paleomagnetism that Yuanmou Man lived
1,700,000 years ago. Yuanmou Man belongs to the ape-man
who was just evolved from the animal world and it is the earliest

human being in China and Asia.



Ancient Culture

The Rooster-shaped Ceramic Kettle, which was unearthed from Da Dun Zi, a village relic of
Yuanmou Man lived in the Neolithic Era, is a very delicate primitive artistic work. It is considered an
uniqueness in ancient China.

In 1975, 79 tombs of the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warrior States Period were found in
Wan Jia Ba, a place 7 kilometers to the south of Chuxiong city . Unearthed From the tombs are 147
nationally rare bronze products, five of which being bronze drums which were proved to be the oldest
of its type in China. Besides, a set of goat-horn-shaped bronze chimes was found from the large ancient
tomb in Wan Jia-ba. Chimes of this type are never found in inland. Therefore, we can easily infer that
the chimes belonged to minority groups.

The White Pagoda in Da Yao was built by the monks from the Western region in the Tang Dynasty.
With a long history, the pagoda is a proof of territory protection.

The Bronze Confucius Statue in Shiyang Township, Dayao County, is the most intact, the oldest and
the largest Bronze Confucius Statue in China.

The De Feng Temple in Yaoan County is one of the important and well-protected Ming Dynasty
buildings in Yunnan Province.

Shi Zi Shan (The Lion Mountain) with its Shi Shan Temple in Wuding County is well-known as “the
First Mountain in Southwest” and “one of the eight mountains with Hinayana.”

Zi Xi Mountain in Chuxiong City was the enfeoffment of the Gao Liang-cheng, the Prime Minister
of Dali Kingdom in the ancient times. Later it is called “Prime Minister’s Mansion in the Mountain”. Zi
Xi Mountain is one of the primary origins of Yunnan camellia. Mr. Feng Guo-mei, a botanist,once said

that “ Yunnan Camellia is the best in China and Zi Xi Camelli is the best in Yunnan”.

The Yi Culture

Of the two Yi autonomous prefectures, the Yi people in Chuxiong have more branches than those in
Liangshan. It is said that Chuxiong is the place where the Yi ancestor A Pu Du Mu broke up the family
into six branches. Mr. Fei Xiao-tong once concluded that “the Soul of the Yi Culture in Yunnan is in
Chuxiong”.

Lao Hu sheng, Da Luo Sheng and Xiao Bao Zi Sheng, which are still the Yi people’s very natural
musical instruments, are the living fossils of the exorcisement and tiger worship of the Yi people in the
ancient times. They have great value for historical studies and researches and attract more and more

people.
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Introduction
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