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Hidden Deep inside Heart

Foreword for Xiang Qinghua’s Collection Album

(Ua.n.g Lin

In recent years, many Chinese cities fancy the idea of night decoration, also dubbed as the Lighting Project. One unique approach is to use light bulbs
to illuminate a tree from top to bottom. The green color under strong lighting dazzles in darkness, which creates a bizarre and phony feeling. Xiang Qinghua
demonstrates such lighting effects in his paintings, a testimony to his sensitivity to ambience. With sensitivity, | mean his mastery of capturing special
visual effects and translating them into his works. This is a gift for a painter, as painting, which is a hand-drawn art, needs response from both the heart
and hands, to show how you feel about what you have seen, not to describe it in verbal language.

Xiang’ s paintings are all about the youth, or rather, the white—collared working in Chinese cities, or to quote from the Time Magazine of the US —
a “self—absorbed generation” . They are tingled on consumption, self-centered, and indulged in the benefits of China’s reform and opening up. In
fact, such definition is not accurate, as they are not only self-absorbed, but also diversified. They favor individual identity over common trait. Any kind
of collective consciousness will not be able to homogenize them. In one of Xiang’ s painting, you see a person in a chic convertible hold his nose while
passing by demolition debris. You may somewhat feel the painter’s perception and disapproval of his contemporary. But Xiang is not an artist targeting
social wrongs. Instead, he is more concerned with the mental symptoms of the generation. He paints the injured, the sick and the person whose eyes are
covered as a symbol. You may notice that Xiang likes painting a person’s back. Even if the figure faces you, his or her eyes are closed. Xiang would rather
avoid painting the expression in eyes, to restore the expression of the painting itself. His works either theme on landscape, to display memory and feeling
of loss of pursuit in a different classical atmosphere; or theme on characters, with group images featuring anxious posture, and more often by portraying
individual’ s mind. He once painted a six—piece work detailing the process of kissing. Against a dim background, the couple is illuminated by stage-like
lighting. The pro—activeness and passiveness, the passion and indifference, make us understand the painter’ s attitude of being an indifferent and stand-
by observer. Indeed, different characters created by Xiang, though being at different occasions, activities and even emotions, share the spirit of just coming
off the live stage. It is exactly the accurate capture and interpretation of such spirit that has set Xiang apart from other young painters. He captures the
little thing hidden deep inside heart: emptiness — a generation is lost in spirit, being swamped by the superficially luxurious and frenzy consumption and
entertainment tide. Such disclosure that faces up to spiritual truth is an in—depth self-reflection of desolation and solitude, as well as a bewildered pursuit.
When the painted figure stands stilly and stares into the moon and rainbow, it shows that the painter has not given up his obscure aspiration and passionate
hope.

In this collection, Xiang maintains the trait of deep thinking. Even when portraying a realistic scenario, the character seems transcend the moment of
being illuminated by abnormal lighting. To accentuate the depth of mind, colors are dim and heavy, making the black, white and grey more confident and
prominent. The painter has gained confidence from the success of former collections and translated such confidence into free creativity in painting. He
does not stick with the existing style. On the one hand, he keeps the exquisite linear brushwork formed in older paintings and takes it to another level of
naturalness and smoothness: on the other hand, by leveraging special lighting effects, he adopts a more diverse, calm, relaxed and liberal brushwork with
less compulsive style, to simplify the painting composition and character portrayal. All these bold and arbitrary attempts do not exude any affectation or
indulgence in Xiang’ s paintings, since he always expresses feelings within the spiritual experience of silent and static observance. Xiang does not want to

" express any dynamic association. He chooses to use any tool available to capture the static moment, leading to quiet thinking, while hoping to create the
visual effects of absorbed observance.

Xiang Qinghua is undoubtedly a painter with the intuition and artistic gift. This is rare in the Chinese art universe where painting bows to imaging and
human brain worships computer. With young people like him, | am confident that the mechanical replication and commercialized imaging will not overtake
painting. And | believe Xiang and many other painters feel the same way.

This is the end of the foreword.

October 25, 2007
Beside the Peach Flower Hill Sichuan Fine Arts Institute
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In Xiang Qinghua’s Own Words

If I have to say something, | will tell you the follows.

Sometimes, | reflect on my motives for painting:

1. A habit | have formed over the years, no different than smoking.

2. Feeling useless, only painting can cheer me up a little bit.

3. I try hard to avoid competition and | am not good at socializing. Painting is the right solution to avoid these issues.

4. With the current situation, | have to paint.

I am not sure how others look at my painting. | personally know the reason to create them is quite simple: whenever | see or think
about anything meaningful, | cannot help but pick up a brush and paint. Or rather, putting it in the opposite way, | am tempted to paint, so |

will paint on any thing that is meaningful to me. It seems that what to paint is more or less an excuse for me to paint. But | do not think that
is the case.
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Xiang Qinghua

October 1976, Born in Yun Yang, Chongging Province, China
1997—2001, Studying at Oil Painting Department, Si Chuan Fine Arts Institute
2001 till now, Teaching at Chengdu Academy of Fine Arts, Sichuan Conservatory of Music
2004—2007, Studying in the Graduate Program of Oil Painting Department, Chengdu Academy of Conservatory of Music
Apr 2006  Individual Rights——Youth Artist Works Exhibition (Shanghai Author Gallery)
Nov 2006 "Collection of Fantasies" XiangQinghua 's works exhibition ~ AuthorGallery
Shanghai Art Expo—New Show And Recommended Award was awarded newcomers
Feb—Apr 2007 Visit to Europe at the Invitation of the Austrian Ministry of Culture Participation in the Austria Int'l Arts Camp
Mar 2007 "Starting from the southwest" Exhibition
Aug 2007 'Documentation, Artist World and the Future® Exhibition (Bangkok)
Thai Artists Showcase (Bangkok)
Oct 2007 'The Revelling Waves" Contemporary Arts Exhibition, Duolun Art Museum (Shanghai)
The Showecase of "Four Trends of the Post Avant—garde Arts in China" (Hongkong)
Nov 2007 Xiang Qinghua—Recent Works Exhibition, Liu Haisu Art Museum (Shanghai)
Exhibition of Contemporary Arts in Australia & Asia (New York)
Publications
2006 "Fantacy-Xiang Qinghua Artist Works Collection”
2006 Works published in related magazines <Art China>. <Fine Arts Literature>. <Contemporary Artists>. <Art Expert>.
<Artco>. <All>. <Artand Investment>

2007 "Flowers on the branch" enlisted in China Contemporary Arts Achieve
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