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PREFACE

Hunan is an interior province which is situated in the transition area from the middle
subtropic temperature zone to the southern subtropic zone in the south of the middle—south
area of China with sufficient of sunlight, plenty of rainfall and distinct of the seasons. There
are such geographic types as mountains, hills, mounds, plains and basins etc. with 70
percent of mountains, 10 percent of water and 20 percent of fields.It is rich in forest resources
with various of forest types and trees’ species and the exceptionally natural advantages.There are
woody plants altogether over 2470 species in the 31 nature reserves of the province. All these
make it a critical forestry province in the south of China. It provides an advantageous site for
the perching and generating of the forest insects because of the appropriate climate and plenty of
the forest vegetation. Over 8000 of the forest insect specimens collected by the Hunan Institute
of Forestry including the specimens collected in the general investigations of the forest insect
pests in Hunan from 1979 to 1983 and in the science survey of the nature reserves such as
Zhangjiajie, Tianpingshan, Hupingshan, Mount Hengshan and Taoyuandong etc. provide
an essentially substantial base of compilation of the book. The experts and scholars who joined
in the compilation of the book are from the insect taxonomy research office of the Institute of
Zoology, Academia Sinica, part of the Colleges and the Universities and the institutes of
China and the forestry departments and organizations of Hunan Province who have long been
engaged in the forest protection cause. 4831 species of 2659 genus, 278 families and 19 orders
of insects are compiled. This book has recorded over 310 local new species of Hunan since libera-
tion,  and developed 2 genus novum, 159 species nova.8 subsp. nov. and 7 comb. nov. and 84
new to Chinese fauna. The model specimens are kept in the certification unit. There are 4830
morphology and feature illustrations in the book. This is a big tool book with orders, families
collected more comprehensively and most illustrated among the present published books about
forest insects.

As for the composing and first examination, Lepidoptera is charged by Mr. Liu Yougiao
and Mr. Fang Chenglai, Coleotera by Mr. Tan Juanjie; Diptera by Mr. Zhao Jianming,
Hymenoptera by Mr. Wu Yanru, = Hemiptera by Mr. Zhang Shimei, = Neuroptera,
Megaloptera and Thysanoptera are charged by Mr. Chen Changming and other orders by Mr.
Peng Jianwen. Mr.Liu Yougqiao did a lot of work in organizing compileing,solicitting contribu-
tions and deférmining the sample of this book. The whole book is examined, approved and re-
vised by Mr. Peng Jianwen.

The book is subsidized greatly by the Provincial Foresty Department of Hunan and the
Hunan Science Committee, and supported and cared by the directors of Hunan Forestry Insti-
tute. The following comrades as: Zuo Yuxiang, Tang Hongwu, Jiang Yun, Li Baiqian,
Xu Yongxin, Deng Xinhua, Hou Baixin, Tan Reicheng and Zu Xingcai did a lot of work
for this book. We hereby express our thanks.

The Editorial Board
Feb. 1992
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