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PREFACE

Everyone who knows Mr. Bu Zhengwei might be impressed by his strong
personality, which is reflected both in the way he speaks and acts and in the
way he engages in architectural studies and creation. His personality may be

summarized as “’bold to think, speak, act and create”.

Bu Zhengwei and I are schoolmates and friends. Though he sees me as his
teacher, I never actually taught him. We are real friends because we were both
students of Mr. Xu Zhong and we both benefited a lot from his instructions.

Mr. Xu was actually his adviser for graduate studies.

Bu Zhengwei was remarkable early in his student days. The degree system at
the time was still in a preliminary stage. Master’s degree students would be
awarded the degree if only they completed all the courses required and write a
paper of about 30,000 Chinese characters. Bu Zhengwei, however, had higher
pursuits. Soon after graduation he developed the original paper into a book
entitled Structural Conception and Design Skills in Modern Architecture and
had it published. From this book we can see that Mr. Bu is strong both in

logical and figurative thinking and is good at blending the two into one.

Upon graduation from graduate school, Mr. Bu was assigned to work at a
design institute and became a real “professional” architect. By profession we
usually mean it as a means of survival. Put more plainly, a profession is a trade
through which one makes a living. However, when it comes to architectural
creation, especially when you wish to achieve something in your career, you
will never make it if you take that attitude. Bu Zhengwei does the opposite. In
his creative career as a professional architect he has always maintained pas-
sion and originality and he has tried to find a way of his own. He treats every
design job, big or small, usually or specially as a good opportunity for creat-
ing a quality product or even masterpiece. The result is that individuality,
character, cause and effect are I‘nani‘fested in all kinds of buildings that he

€.

designs.

Here the “cause and effect” may refer to basis, theorem or even theory. Nowa-

days people have all come to an understanding that the reason why the level of

architectural creation is not advanced is to a great extent the fact that archi-
tects are not well versed in theoretical knowledge. More so for practicing ar-
chitects experienced in design but can give no explication of their works even
when they have done a few very good works. Bu Zhengwei is very much of a
thinker who would ruminate continuously, study the function, environment,
cultural background and technical, economic and other factors to be consid-
ered for a design project before actually conceiving the design so that it will
be as near perfection as possible. Onge a project is completed, he would com-
mit to paper his train of thought and explorative process and venture to give a
plausible account of his success or failure and gain or loss, wherein are natu-
rally embodied some rational thiﬁking: And, with the passage of time, the
growth of knowledge and of experience and with deeper and more thinking,
he developed a quite systematic design theory — the doctrine of Growth-

itself.

In this book we will read not only Bu Zhengwei’s voluminous project samples
but also his detailed elaboration on the doctrine of Growth-itself and its appli-
cation in his architectural practice. From it we will have a command of his
architectural outlook and creative track and, in the meantime, organize his

solid foundation and mellow techniques.
I wish Mr. Bu Zhengwei greater success in his career.

Peng Yigang
Tianjin University
Oct. 4, 1998

Peng Yigang was born on September 3, 1932 in Hefei City, Anhui Province. He gradu-
ated as an architectural undergraduate from the Department of Civil Engineering and
Architecture of Tianjin University in 1953. He is now a professor, doctoral student
adviser and honorary president of the School of Architecture of the same university. He
is a top grade register;‘amct. He has won many awards for his architectural writ-

ings and design works. He is also a CPPCC member and he was elected academician of

the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 1995.
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