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By Li Zhuobin, Vice Mayor of the City of Guangzhou and senior architect

PREFACE

Abuilding is a piece of condensed music, with the surroundings being the
score and the rooms being the jumping notes.

An architect is the conductor of this symphony. Modern civilization requires
that an architect not only needs to create a suitable environment, but, more
importantly, also needs to create a pleasant life, a pleasant life style and a
pleasant life experience. ’
Isn'tit that what a successful architect, a successful architectural work or
all those who are living inside the building is pursuing is a dream-like
architectural environment that is poetic and like Mother Nature?

Yes, let's pursue the dreamland of the Star River together!
Let'sdoit, doit, and do it!

When | was a toddler, | got the first present in my life. That's a box full of
puzzle boards for house building, including triangles, columns, squares,
rectangles, arches -+

Since then, | have had an immature understanding of shapes and have
taken interest in stacking and bricklaying.

Shortly after that, | got another present: a box of colorful crayons. But our
house was in chaos after that: there emerged some birds and animals
here, and flowers and rainbows there. From then on, | have had a pursuit
for colors and lines, and have become more attached to home.

After high school, when | took the college entrance exam to decide my
career in the future, | chose Architectural Design as my major. Since then,
| have had my own cause, my lifetime pursuit, and many classmates and
colleagues. And there added many high-rises, residential buildings,homes-
That were created by us, in the cities.

Now | have left the palette with a strong attachment to it that is hard to be
severed, and will no longer do designing. But | often went to enjoy the
good works of my classmates privately to experience the impulse of
creating. The Guangzhou Star River is such a place | frequented, which is
a top-notch residentjal area with an elegant environment and ubiquitous
beautiful scenes, including green trees swinging in the wind, small
bridges and running water, exotic rocks just outside your windows, and
meandering routes leading to somewhere people seldom go. As an
architect, | am astonished at the interior decoration of each and every
home: flowing deco lines, simple furniture, shining lights, mild tones-
It's really a warm and exquisite home. The designer, like its work, is a pure
esthete. He is meticulous to his work, and treats his work like his children.
| like such works, and | like such designers too!

The selected works of the Star River will be published. This is of course
something deserves to be congratulated and applauded. But it's really
kind of difficult for me to preface it. On the one hand, | am poor in literature,
and don't have elaborated words. On the other hand, | have left the
architectural field for many years, and haven't been able to track the
genres and trends, so | am afraid that | will be laughed at by my teachers
and my seniors. Fortunately, the Chief Designer of the Hongyu Group is
my classmate in college. Invited by my old classmate, |, as a senior
designer myself, dare to preface the book.
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: . My understanding of the interior design of the Star River Bay residential
P R E F ‘s C E quarter can be roughly divided into three stages. When | first read the
introduction of Star River Bay, my reaction was, “Oh! Another new

SR S i residential quarter hereitis.” Lateron, | had the chance to see Star River

X hERAFESZEARITP»SBESK /BB Bay personally, and my knowledge of the place was further improved.
Zengjian, the honorary President of the Interior Design Branch, Architecture Association of China I saw that the architectural, environmental and interior designs are highly
harmonious, and are totally united.

After further probing into the inner things of the new residential quarter
designed and operated by people at Star River Bay, | could feel the
unearthly and highbrow quality of it. By this, | mean it is distinctive, and
is different from ordinary residential areas. Take a closer look, and you
will find that it's not hard to see Star River Bay does have its own shining
Points.

In designing the residential area, the architect attached great importance
to and was very meticulous in the design of the environment and landscapes.
As a result, the area can be taken as a scenic spot from every angle. At
the same time, the architect deliberately tried to create a pleasant
‘environment, to make the area amenable and home like, so that you will
have a strong sense of home when you are here.

In designing the buildings and in planning the layout, the architect focused
on the orientation, the amount of sunshine, the ventilation and the landscape
of the individual buildings and homes.

In planning the interior layout, apart from properly designing the six
sides of an apartment, the architect was more concerned about how the
six sides could form the interior space. Being appropriate and pleasing
is the theme of interior layout planning.

In doing interior designing, the architect of Star Rive Bay wanted to
ensure that the apartments be adequately decorated before handing
over to the homeowners. This way, although the architect had to do
detailed designing and the workload would be increased, he was able to
fully carry out his ideas, up to the miniature level.

In addition, involving in interior design could enable the architect to
guarantee that his requirements for interior atmosphere can be met.

In building and operating the Star Rive Bay residential quarter, the developer
has been sticking to this motto: Being generous, inflexible and creative.
That's the reason that it has been able to be so successful. Therefore,
the interior design works of Beijing Star River Bay will surely become
an important reference for those who are in this circle.
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You can't get to your destination a thousand miles away without making
small steps.

You can't have a big river without the accumulation of small streams.
And this essay is the result of the build up of my experiences in the past
ten years or more.

I hope the bits and pieces from my hardworking and arduous efforts can
be accumulated to become a touching song and a beautiful picture, so
that you can be entertained for just a moment at least, and | myself can be
intoxicated too once in a while.

Designing is a dull job, just like the rigid “Si Ping Boxing” , which needs
endless practice and engagement. But you know you can't get what you
want without enduring hardships.

Designing is also a colorful job, just like the intriguing Salsa, which can
let you play to the full with your charming dance to move those around
you as well as yourself.

The Beijing Star River showcasing center is absolutely beautiful and
pleasantly good looking. The interior design is of high quality, high grade
and outstanding elegance, inspiring awe in the mind of the visitors.

You will fall in love with it at first sight. You will think that why you haven't
seen it until now. You will be astonished at its beauty. It is like a shining
starin the booming real estate sector of Beijing, giving off its irresistible
temptation and charm and unforgettable gorgeousness and brilliance, to
let those who are hankering for high quality life find their true love

Interior design is not only about the plane and spatial designs as well as
the design of the ceilings. It's also about the design of the “interior Space”
Consisted of these planes and facades. It's the space that is playing the
Leading role, and others are only part of it and are playing the supporting
Roles. Itis only when the leading role is played brilliantly can the design
Be of values and be successful. Or, you can't express what you want to
Say no matter how many words you may have used when you don't know
What the theme is.

Ininterior designing, light is its soul. Without light, space will have no life.
Different forms of light give different atmospheres to a space. Light can
create a lively atmosphere, a comfortable atmosphere, a warm atmosphere,
Alovely atmosphere, a romantic atmosphere, a peaceful atmosphere-----+
And can set up scenes that are colorful, intriguing or bright and sunny.
Therefore, don't be stingy in using light, as what it can give you are
Pleasantness,Love, satisfaction and enjoyment.

Architects and interior designers are twins. Interior designing comes into
place when architectural designing is in progress. What architects created
Is the reasonable layout of complicated architectural functions as well as
The establishment and innovation of architectural shapes.

A good architect should know and study interior designing, because
architectural shapes and sizes decide the quality of interior designing,
and an excellentinterior designing work is based on an excellent
architectural work.

Good versus evil, true versus false, beautiful versus ugly, black versus
white, high versus low, and fat versus skinny. They are opposite to each
other, and can be identified by making comparisons. Architecture or interior

designing can also be compared or identified in a similar way. Designing
is a process of disapproving and re-disapproving. You can't create new
works if you don't dare to overturn the original ideas. The comparison and
overturning of a solution is a straightforward and effective way of selecting
good works, and a route leading to success.

The designing styles or schools of a work are laurels put on it by people
intentionally or unintentionally after the birth of the work. Designing style
directly reflects the intrinsic culture, art, knowledge, education as well as
the underlining ideas of a designer. Adesigner does not create a work for
the sake of style. But all works are revealing the styles of their designers
silently. Works are constantly being innovated and refined, and therefore
their styles are not unchanged. A style is simply a synonym of a work.

Adesigner should not think about the so-called style at all and should not
be bounded by it. What he should do is to pursue new ideas and to unleash
imagination. This way his works can be brand new, and his style can be
freshening, splendid and colorful.

The sense of beauty is the common goal pursued by all art forms.

Beauty is another name of completeness, is the reflection of right proportions,
and is the embodiment of beautiful colors. What interior designing pursues
is the beauty of melodies and rhythms like that of a music work, the beauty
of visions and colors like that of a painting, the beauty of shapes and spatial
sense like that of a sculpture, and the beauty of consciousness and feelings
like' that of a poem.

The sense of beauty is the seeking of variation in unity and the seeking of
unity in the process of variation. The variation without unity is downright
nonsense. The unity without variation is like a dull song. Completeness
encompasses unity, coordination, harmoniousness, balance, symmetry------
And beauty, to summarize with one sentence, is what that can let you
completely satisfied when it appears before you.

Master knight Jiang Haitian and young knight Jin Suiliu from a famous
family were teaming up to fight against a blindfolded man. When the three
were engaged in intense fighting, the blindfolded man was surprisingly
always one up them, although all were fighting with all their might. Yet what
he used was not something that was unprecedented in martial arts, but the
most fundamental boxing style “SiPing Boxing” , which was known by
everyone who was in the circle of martial arts.

The scene described above was from a martial art novel named “Xia Gu
Dan Xin” by Liang Yusheng. Of course the blindfolded man was the father
of the young knight, and the teacher of the master knight.

What | want to talk about here is not martial arts, but interior designing. In
doing interior designing, we do need to play ' 1Si Ping , and when you are
very adept at and very skillful with the basics of boxing, you will become a
blindfoldedknight, just like the one we mentioned above. If you don't know

“SiPing” , and you want to create new things and to be innovative, then
you must be a pompous guy, fair without and foul inside.

You have to accumulate experience to do something great later, as little
strokes fell great oaks.In designing,“Si Ping Boxing”refers to the fundamental
principles of aesthetics. If what you designed has completeness, right
proportions, and beautiful colors, and can be readily understood, then you
must be like fish in water and like a tiger that has grown wings. You can be-
a great master when you have done what it takes to be a great master.

Theory is after all abstract, and theoretical understanding is always a
process featuring continuous perceptions, which will eventually reach a
critical point. Therefore, to be a great master of martial arts, you need
arduous practices and long-time engagement. But studying arts is not
only about studying the theories, and direct feeling is the most important
thing. Feeling needs theories, needs deliberation, and last but not least,
needs talent! What's talent? It's the strong interestin and the touching
feeling for arts. For beauty, you will hanker for it, you will be intoxicated
by it, you will want to pursue it, and you will want to own it. If your son is
such a person, let him study arts, and let him become a master painter, a
master sculpture artist, a master architect, a master director, a master
cello player, or a master pianist /just like Picasso, Rodin, leoh Ming Pei,
Zhang Yimou, Yo-yo Ma, or YundiLi ,who arerespected all over the
world. And let him be the proud of the family and be remembered by the
later generations.

To be remembered by the later generations is not that important. To live
happily and colorfully is the most tangible thing. God often likes to make a
fool of people. When he gives you abilities and talents, he also gives you
pains and hardships. If you don't have the artistic talents, you don't need
to go down the tough road. It's the right thing for you to do to maximize
your strong points and minimize your weaknesses. Don't enter a wrong
alley!
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In doing designing, we pursue fashion, as fashion is beautiful.
Designing must be innovative, as being fashionable is being innovative.
Beauty is something you won't be tired after having seen it for a hundred
times. But unfortunately there is no eternity in the world.

The glory yesterday will be the setting sun today. The super stars yesterday
will have lost their glamorousness today. The young vividness yesterday
will have been replaced today by the scars of the years.

In the Yangtze River, the waves behind always drive on those before.
And fashion is just like the torrential waves in the Yangtze River.
Itisdriving the progress of the civilization of our society. It makes the
world colorful and makes people afresh. Go to pursue fashion. But be
careful not to be too much occupied.

Colors will be beautiful if properly matched with each other. Just like
blue sky is matched by white clouds, red flowers are matched by
green leaves, atalented young manis matched by a pretty girl, and a
valuable sword is matched by the “Tyrant” . Colors are like vagarious
landscapes: the red coloris as warm as fires; the blue coloris as cold
asice; the green coloris as charming as remote mountains; the purple
coloris like the clouds and fogs as far as the skyline; the yellow color is
like the crop fields that will have a bumper harvest; the black coloris
like the deep sea; and the white color is like the dancing snowflakes::- -+

People like different colors, just as they like different seasons. The
tall and big ones will like the long winter clothes; the young and beautiful
ones will like the short skirts and vests worn in the summer; the mature
and steady ones will like the grassland in the winter; and those who will
fallin love at first sight will miss the maple leaves and the peaceful lanes.
Color preferences are different from people to people, as their perceptions
of colors are different. With the change of mentality, the increase of age,
the enrichment of knowledge, and the improvement of insights, one's
preferences and feelings will shift too, and they may fall into new loves or
love this one in the morning and another one in the evening-- -
Preference is not always unchanged, and change itself is eternal!

What's art? Artis the collision between the objective world and the
subjective mind, and is the product of the combination of the existence
of the objective reality with the creativity of the subjective realm.

“If you say the sound of the zither is from the zither itself, why it does
not sound when being putinside the zither box? If you say the sound
is from the fingers, why don't you listen to the fingers?” Zither refers
to the objective world and fingers refer to the subjective mind. Only
when the chords are plucked, can you have the moving melodies and
sounds. What artreflects is from the reality, but not the reality in its
original form. It's the abstract of reality. It's the process of reinvention
and creation.

“Your hands follow your heart, your heart follows your eyes, and your
eyes follow Mount Huashan.” Whatyou are painting is Huashan, but
what you have on the paper is the Huashan in your mind, not the Huashan
inyoureyes. )

The horses painted by Xu Beihong, the shrimps painted by Qi Baishi,
the water lilies painted by Monet and the naked ladies painted by
Picasso are all the fruits of creation. Without the process of creation
or without abstracting and reinventing, there will be no arts.

Without the process of professional conceptualization, interior decoration
will be decoration for decoration's sake, and there will be no.designs
whatsoever.

What's conceptualization? Conceptualization is the imaginativeness
and creativity based on special know-how.

Of course you can conceptualize without this basis. Just like that you
can write without cultural knowledge. But the resultis obvious and
unimaginable. The science of interior designing encompasses the
artistic elements. It needs the great power of imagination and the
brand-new creativity.

Thereis noso-called “inspiration” inthe world. Inspirationislong-
time accumulation. It's a lovely village you have suddenly encountered
afterthe arduous work of creation and repeated deliberations. If you
are meticulous and conscientious, inspiration will be something that
“to getitis apiece of cake now but before that you may have been
looking forit all over the world without success.”
Therefore, don't blame yourself for lacking talents and inspirations.
The key is whether you have gome to the point of “looking foritall
overthe world” and you are already “atyourwit'send” . Ifyou have
never tasted the hardships and the predicament, it's natural that you
can'tbe favored by inspiration.
Inspirationis like the flowers on atree. They need to be nurtured,
tended, fertilized and watered. Or they would become withered.
Inspirationis like love. If youdream to get your love once and for all,
the love can't be everlasting.
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Indesigning, we pursue beauty. Then what life is pursuing? Life is
pursuing love!

Because love needs bread, people are fully engaged in the fight of
the pursuit for bread. Because the fightis realand cruel, people,
due to carelessness, may overlook oreven abandon their love to
become a poor thing without love. Life needs bread, and love is the
super cheese for life. Life needs love, and bread is the light to kindle the
love. Love can be source of worries and anxieties. Love can make you
crazy and intoxicated. Love can let you remember it to the end of your
life. And love can also mean happiness and satisfaction.

Indesigning, we pursue beauty, and in life we should have love!

“Don'twaste yourtime. Or you will feel sad when you have grown
from a boy to an old man with gray hair.”

lam writing this essay based on the work of the “Star River” . The
flow of my thoughtsis longin one sense but shortin the other. “You
need to pick the flowers when they are blossomed and can be picked,
Anddon'twait until there are no flowers left to pick only the twigs.”
Ifaworkis aflower, today's flower will let you have a strong impulse
To pickit. The hard work yesterday is flowering and bearing fruit.

Here I'd like to sincerely thank the “Star River” and its master to
letme come with empty hands and go back fully loaded, as natural
as the sun will rise again tomorrow.
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Bachelor of Smence in architecture, South China University of Technology (1978),
International Furnishing and Design Association (IFDA) (Senior Fellow)
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