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Congratulations

May 18, 2006
Asia Theater Education Center,

At the moment when the First ATEC International Forum sponsored by
the Asia Theater Education Center is held, the Art Education Committee un-
der the Ministry of Education of the People Republic of China would like to
sincerely present our warmest congratulations and extend our respect to the
experts and scholars in the field of theater who have devoted their enthusi-
asm, wisdom and effort to the research of the theater education in China and
Asia.

As Asia only international academic organization which is specialized in
the research of theater education, the Asia Theater Education Center applies
itself to building an effective mechanism for the exchange and cooperation of
theater education among universities in Asia, so as to increase the under-
standing and exchange as well as to promote the sustainable development of
the theater education. ATEC, which plans to hold a series of academic fo-
rums and carry out various exchange activities, will surely become an excel-
lent platform for exchanging and showcasing the latest research results of
theater education obtained by the universities and colleges in Asia.

Over recent years, the theater education in China has made great pro-
gress. The basic philosophy and teaching mode of the theater education has
become more and more mature and perfect, and the exchange and coopera-
tion in theater education, no matter domestic or international, has got promo-
ted continuously. Taking hat knowledge and skills should art universities

teach and how should these knowledge and skills be taught? as its theme,



this forum is to further discuss in which way the universities will continuously
carry forward the excellent cultural and academic traditions and set up a
mode of theater education with individuality and international influence.

This international forum has called together many famous theater educa-
tion experts and scholars in the field of theater, movie and TV education of
Asia. We believe that this international forum will further promote the re-
search by the universities in Asia on the philosophy and rule of theater edu-
cation, increase the exchange of theater and culture between China and oth-
er countries in Asia, and make the theater education of Asia embark on a
track of sustainable development.

Wish the first ATEC International Forum a great success.

Art Education Committee under
the Ministry of Education of the
People Republic of China
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Congratulations
May 18, 2006
Distinguished guests, dear friends, ladies and gentlemen.

Today, the First ATEC International Forum is held in Beijing, China. |
am very glad to have the opportunity to meet so many experts and scholars in
the field of theater education who are coming from the famous universities in
Asia. On behalf of the Department of Sports, Health and Art Education under
the Ministry of Education of the People Republic of China, | would like to ex-
press my heartfelt congratulation on the successful holding of this international
forum, and extend my warm welcome to the experts and guests.

Since its establishment, the Asia Theater Education Center has taken
ncreasing the exchange and cooperation of the theater education in Asia and
promoting the sustainable development of the theater education in Asia? as
its basic purpose and actively boosted the effective operation of various mech-
anisms for education research and academic exchange. At present, a series
of academic exchange activities which have attracted the regional cultures,
the art origins, the philosophy of theater education and the research results
from different countries are in full swing.

As the first international forum held after the establishment of the Asia
Theater Education Center, this forum has chosen hat knowledge and skills
should art universities teach and how should these knowledge and skills be
taught? as its theme. At this forum, different theater cultures, education phi-
losophies and teaching modes will be exchanged and compared. The issues
such as How to cultivate the students? humanistic spirit, enlighten the
students? potential art inspiration and raise the students? innovation spirit
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and practical skills, and how to establish the core philosophy and system of
theater education which not only are in line with the traditional cultures of dif-
ferent countries and keep their original education philosophy and value aspira-
tion but also embody the inner rule of the theater education and have relatively
- high international influence, have become the topics which the theater art
universities should think over, probe into and discuss carefully.

The theater education is an important component of China high education sec-
tor. At present, a system of theater education with Chinese characteristics which
not only inherits the traditional cultures of China but also embodies the feature of
innovation of the era has become more and more perfect and mature. Meanwhile,
art is works of theatre with profound cultural and historical connotation as wellas in-
ternational reputation come forth ceaselessly. Under the macro circumstance that
the higher education is developing in a great —leap —forward way, the theater edu-
cation is given unprecedented opportunities of development and also facing the in-
creasing trend of competition and cooperation at home and abroad. In the World
Declaration on Higher Education for the Twenty — first Century; Version and Action,
the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization ( UNESCO )
confirmed the following three core philosophies of the higher education: the perti-
nence of higher education, the quality view of higher education and the internation-
alization of higher education. The international forum which we hold today, cover-
ing the mode, quality and international exchange and cooperation of the theater
education, is the collective embodiment of the three core philosophies mentioned
above. | hope that with the holding of the first and the subsequent forums of the A-
sia Theater Education Center as well as various exchange activities, a favorable
atmosphere of academy and art in which different academic opinions, theater cul-
tures and education philosophies are compared and exchanged can come into be-
ing so as to perfect our philosophy and mode of theater education and promote the
sustainable development of the theater education in China and Asia.

At last, | wish the First ATEC International Forum a great success.

Yang Guiren
Director of the Department of Sports, Health and Art
Education under the Ministry of Education of PRC
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Congratulations
May 18, 2006
Distinguished guests and experts, ladies and gentlemen.

Through the efforts made by all the staff members of the Asia Theater Edu-
cation Center, we eventually usher in the first ATEC International Forum today.
Firstly, on behalf of the Asia Theater Education Center, | like to extend my warm
welcome to the leaders, experts and friends from all walks of life who take part in
this academic forum. Meanwhile, | also like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to the
leaders of the Department of Medical and Art Education under the Ministry of Edu-
cation of the People Republic of China and the art universities at home and a-
broad which have given support and help to us during the preparation of this fo-
rum.

Dear friends, after consulting with all member universities of the Asia Theater
Education Center, we have confirmed that the topic of the first forum should be.
What knowledge and skills should the art universities teach and How should these
knowledge and skills be taught?

| believe that this is a very significant topic for this forum.



In my opinion, according to the fundamental objectives of the WTO relating
to the international trade in education service, the higher education in Asia also
should make efforts to undertake the following two arduous tasks: One is to effec-
tively bring itself into the globalization and the knowledge — based economy; the
other is to make up its mind to maintain the uniqueness of the higher education
system of different countries and protect the main elements in the cultural tradi-
tions and cultural features of every country.

Within such a huge framework, although the countries and regions of Asia
differ from each other in the aspects of policy and operation mode relating to art
education, there is still a kind of education orientation which all of us should jointly
advocate. This kind of education orientation is that within a relatively stable
framework of policy, the higher art education should cultivate art talents full of in-
novation spirit, cultivate art talents which can not only understand the art spirit of
Asia and the world, but also inherit and carry forward the excellent cultural tradi-
tions of their own country. | believe that this is the unfailing aspiration of the art
education institutions in Asia.

In order to make our dreams and aspiration come true, the higher art educa-
tion should adapt itself to the ever - changing needs through unremitting innova-
tion and reform. We should, for the teachers and students, create a loose and
free academic atmosphere, an atmosphere for exchange which is established for
the purpose of the harmony and beauty of the art and the human being. Within
such an atmosphere, they are able to exchange their art ideas freely without any
reserve. Through this kind of exchange, we will develop jointly, and the cause of
art education which we have devoted ourselves to will become more and more
prosperous.

In order to make our dreams and aspiration come true, the universities
should attach importance to the cultivation of the students? ability and skills rather
than the passive memory of the knowledge, data and facts. In other words, the
data and facts which a student obtains during his study period are limited and can
hold good for all time. However, the critical thinking, the ability to solve problems
and the skills which result in the development of the society which the universities
grant to the students will benefit every student all his life.

In fact, every university in Asia which cultivates art talents has its own sub-
ject advantages. At the same time, every university has its own problems and
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weak links in the course of development. Given this, it is necessary for the uni-
versities to learn from other strong points to offset their own weakness through the
exchange. We hope that the exchange among the universities will result in the
development of the art education and the art research, and we also hope that the
ever —changing needs of the learners and the society will be satisfied through the

aapdadsiag pun inma

unremitting art innovation.

Ladies and gentlemen. The higher education is facing a challenge which is
more extensive and intensive than ever. Meanwhile, the higher education is also
facing an opportunity for development which is more precious than ever. Taking
the Asia Theater Education Center as our foundation, let grasp the opportunity,
make up for each other shortages and pull together to make the theater, movie
and TV cultures more prosperous and create a peaceful world.

Xu Xiang

General Secretary of ATEC Office
President of the Central Academy of Drama
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Congratulations
May 18, 2006

Firstly, on behalf of the College of Art, Nihon University, | like to extend my
respect to distinguished guests and experts who participate in the first ATEC In-
ternational Forum sponsored by the Asia Theater Education Center. Since its es-
tablishment in October 2004, the Asia Theater Education Center has received
concern and support from the circles of theater and education in the countries and
regions of Asia. So, please allow me to take this opportunity to express my
heartfelt gratitude to all friends for your efforts and devotion.

As is now well known, our society is developing along the track of globaliza-
tion rapidly. Since we are living in an information — based society, this develop-
ment trend will surely accelerate the progress of the era. As the educational work-
ers, we should upgrade and choose what we need from various information
sources constantly and apply them in the teaching and research on the basis of
correct analysis, so as to meet the requirements of such a social environment. At
present, common possession of teaching information and share of research re-
sults have become a requirement of the era.

Given this, the art (theater) education institutions in all countries and re-
gions of Asia should take the ATEC as a platform for exchange and sincerely co-
operate with each other so as to create a mechanism which is favorable for every
institution to offset its weakness by learning from other strong points. Therefore,
the young students who are our hope and future will be able to conduct visit,
study, research and creation across Asia freely through this information network.
Holding the First ATEC International Forum is just one of the concrete and effec-
tive steps which we have taken for achieving the goal of nderstanding and Coop-
eration. 7 It is said that the 21st century is an era for Asia. We are in the full con-
viction that the existence and operation of the Asia Theater Education Center will
further improve the development of Asia theater and raise its position in the
world. Meanwhile, | always believe that the prosperity of the theater will help us
get back the human nature that is fading out.

The first ATEC International Forum is held with the concern and support from
the leaders of relevant departments such as the Ministry of Education of the Peo-
ple Republic of China. Meanwhile, The first ATEC International Forum is also the
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result of the efforts made by the teachers, employees and students of the Central
Academy of Drama under the leadership of President Xu Xiang and all staff mem-
bers of the Administrative Office of the ATEC as well as the active assistance giv-
en by Choi Jeong - Il, the Dean of the Art College under the Chung —ang Univer-
sity, and other member universities. Let me express my heartfelt thanks to you
once again.

Finally, | wish the first ATEC International Forum a great success.

sanadsiag puv K1way

Professor Toda Munehiro

Chair of Theatre Department of Drama,
College of Art, Nihon University, Japan
Standing Senator Director of ATEC Office
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Congratulations
May 18, 2006
Ladies and gentlemen.

At the moment when the first ATEC International Forum sponsored by the A-
sia Theatre Education Center (ATEC) is held, on behalf of Chung - ang Univer-
sity, | would like to wish this forum a great success.

Theatre is an art which probes into the meaning of the human existence and



