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Unit 1

Unit One The English Language

Text One English Is a Queer Language
1. Pre-Reading Brainstorming Hints

homograph; heteronym; homonym; countable/uncountable nouns; articles; prepositions;
phrasal verbs; idioms; pictorial; ideograph/ideographic;. tone/tonal; inflectional; intona-

tion

Il. Close Reading of the Text

[ Introduction ]

1. phrasal verb: a group of words that act like a verb and consist usually of a verb with
an adv. and/or a prep.
eg. see (sth.) through /look for (sth.)

2. defy (v.): to refuse to obey or behave in the usual or expected way
eg. How long will those criminals continue to defy the law!

3. Linguistically oriented as it is, the essay does not make heavy reading.
Paraphrase: Although the essay discusses language matters, it is not difficult to read
and understand.

1) oriented(v. + -ed): giving a great deal of time, effort, or attention to something
(This is a combining form, showing the direction in which something is aimed. )
eg. export-oriented industries

democratically-oriented votes
a poor but education-oriented family

2) as( conj. ) : introduces an inverted structure for emphasis

eg. Cold as it was, John went swimming. = Although it was cold, . ..
Rich as she is, she counts every penny. = Although she is rich. ..
4. anecdotal (adj. ) : containing short, interesting or amusing stories about particular per-

sons or events.
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Unit 1

anecdotal approach: a way of talking about something by employing interesting or
amusing stories

anecdote (n.)

eg. Do you like to read anecdotes about Hollywood stars?

[ Paragraph 1]

5.

10.

11.

(I4) ... never before had I. .. : an inverted word order in which “never before” is
used at the beginning of the sentence for emphasis. A number of other words are also
used in this way:
eg. Never again shall we argue in public.

Little do I know about her history.

Seldom did he write home during those years abroad.

. (LA4-5) A has nothing/something/much/little to do with B

eg. Scientific development has much to do with exploration, something to do with spec-
ulation, and little to do with luck.

. (L5) the latter: denoting the second or second mentioned of two, usually used in

combination with the former, the first or first mentioned of two
eg. Jack and Bill are twins, but the latter is taller than the former.

. (L6) identical (adj.): the same

eg. This coat is identical with the one I used to have.
This is the identical hotel we stayed in last year.

. (L5-7) ... never before bad I realized that “going” may have nothing to do with

the verb “to go”, though the latter has its own present participle which seems
identical.
Paraphrase: Though “to go” has the same present participle form as “going”, “going”
in this case is quite different from the verb “to go”. Yet I have never noticed or thought
about it.
(L6) deal with: to be connected with; to be about
eg. Tom’s new book deals with the troubles in Ireland.
(L7) see sb./sth. through: to continue with something until the end; to help some-
body out
eg. Once Charles started a job, he saw it through till it was finished.
During her early working years Jennifer encountered many difficulties, but Mrs.
Miller always saw her through.
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Unit 1

[compare] :
see through sb./sth. : to recognize the truth about (an excuse, a false statement, a
deceiving person, etc.); not to be deceived by
eg. She had leamed to see through her boyfriend’s deceptions.
He knew his father well enough to see through his laughter and realized he was up-
set about what had happened.
12. (L8) to be tired out: to be totally exhausted
~ eg. By the time we got there, we were tired out.
13. (L9) idiomatic (adj. ) : typical of the natural speech of a native speaker of a language
eg. He has acquired a command of idiomatic English.
idiom(n.): a group of words in a fixed order having a particular meaning, different
from the meaning of each word understood on its own
eg. Don’t bite off more than you can chew. = Don’t try to do something that is too
difficult for you.
I'm hard up. = I am short of money. = I have no money.

[ Paragraph 2]
14. (L10)
(1) capacity (n.): the ability to understand or do something
eg. Einstein’s capacity for abstract thinking was remarkable.
(2) beyond one’s capacity to do sth: (somebody) being tmable to do something
eg. This puzzling usage of Chinese is beyond my capacity to explain.
His behavior is puzzling, beyond my capacity to explain.
15. (L12-13) miss the bus: to fail to catch the bus
[ compare ]
miss sb. : to feel sorry or unhappy at the absence of somebody
eg. | really miss my friends in Scotland.

[ Paragraph 3] ‘
16. (L19) cellar (n.): a room under the ground floor of a building (usually used for stor-
age)
17. (1.20) while (conj.): (indicating contrast between ideas, as in the context here)
eg. It is night with the Americans, while it is day with us.
Some students think physics is easy, while others think it is hard.
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Unit 1

18. (L21) attic (n.): a space or room at the top of a building, under the roof (often used
for storage)

[ Paragraph 4]
19. The “up” phrases in this paragraph.
slow up (125) : to make or become slower = slow down
hurry up (127): to act or move more quickly
clean up (127): to clean thoroughly and remove anything unwanted
wrap up (128): to cover something in a material folded around it
tidy up (128): to make neat; to put in order
20. (L28) mess (n.): a state of disorder or untidiness
eg. The room was in a mess.
[ Compare]
mass: a large number of people or things
eg. There are masses of dark clouds in the sky.
. mess (n.) —messy (adj.)—messily (adv.)
21. (1L28) tidy (v.): to make somebody/something neat (often followed by “up”
eg. Be sure to tidy up before the guests arrive.
tidy (v.)—tidy (adj. )—tidily ( adv.)—tidiness (n.)
eg. My room is not as tidy as yours.
Get up and dress up tidily for your first day at school.
The tidiness of this room suggests that the person living here is very fastidious.

[ Paragraph 6]
22, (L32) skeptical (adj.): (AmE) = sceptical (BrE): doubtful
eg. I am rather skeptical about your prospects of success.
23. (L32) meditation (7. ): serious thought or study; deep thinking, reflection (usually
followed by “on”)
eg. The book is a meditation on the morality of art.
She is deep in meditation.
meditation (n.)—meditate (v. ) —meditative (adj. )
24. (L32-33) come back: to reply (usually forcefully)
eg. “You are not so clever yourself,” she came back.

After John’s unkind remark about her clothes, Jean came back at him with an angry
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look .

. (L33) triumph: a great success or achievement, often gained with great effort

eg. The Chinese sports team returned from Sydney in triumph.

. The “make” phrases in this paragraph:

make up the bed (134): to arrange the bed so that it is ready for use

make up one’s mind (135): to decide

make up one’s face (L35): to use cosmetics to improve the appearance

make up with sb. (L36): to become friends again after a quarrel; to re-establish a
good relationship

[ Paragraph 7]

27.

(137) make up a story: to invent a story (often in order to deceive)
eg. Your story about a two-tailed snake—you didn’t make it up, did you?

[ Paragraph 8]

28.

29.

31.

32.

(L38-39) send sb. on sth. : give somebody the task of doing something
eg. to send a servant on an errand
(L40) put sb. to sth. : to cause somebody to be in a certain place or condition, esp.
sleep, rest, or death
eg. She put the child to bed. .
The criminals were put to death by lethal injection.

. (140) chase them down the alphabet: to look for the “up” phrases according to the

order of the alphabet

The “up” phrases in this paragraph:

add (sth.) up (141): to find the total of several numbers

wake up (L41): to cause to become awake and conscious after sleeping

up to now (141-42): until now

up to sh. (142): to be the job or responsibility of somebody

look up (142): to raise one’s eyes; to seek information from a source book, such as a
dictionary

give up (144) : to stop working at or trying to do something

(143) encyclopedia: a book or a set of books dealing with every branch of knowledge
in alphabetical order

eg. A dictionary explains words and an encyclopedia explains facts.
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[ Paragraph 9]

33.

35.

(L46) compulsion (n.): force or influence that makes a person do something
eg. You are under no compulsion to finish the work today, you know.
compulsive (adj. ): resulting from a compulsion
eg. Compulsive smoking is bad for one’s health.
compulsory (adj.): (of sth.) that must be done; necessary by law, or a rule, etc.
eg. Education is compulsory for all children up to the age of 15 in China.
(L49) must have been: subjunctive mood, signifying strong belief
eg. You did extremely well in the exam. You must have been working hard.
She looks tired. She must have been losing sleep.
(L50) command (v.): to direct somebody; to order
eg. The general commanded his men to attack the city.
command (n.): an order
eg. The army was under the general’s direct command.
commanding (adj. ): having command; being in charge
eg. Who is your commanding officer?
commander (n.): the officer of any rank who is in charge of a group of soldiers

eg. He became the commander of our group.

[ Paragraph 10]

36.

37.
38.

39.

(L52) tough (adj.): difficult to do; not easy; demanding effort
eg. It was tough to find a good job.
(L53-54) if. .. learned ... would have mastered...: subjunctive mood
(L55 ) yield (v.): to give; to produce
eg. That tree yields plenty of fruit.
His business yields big profits.
(1L55) abundant (adj. ) : more than enough, of a large quantity—abundance (n.)
eg. an abundant supply of food
The British Museum houses a great abundance of artifacts.

[ Paragraph 11]

40.

The “get” phrases in this paragraph:
get along with sb. (157-58): to form or have a friendly relationship (with sb.)
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