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Street Trees

Ask students to answer the warm-up questions in the student’s book.

Say a word about the author. (See Information Related to the Text.)

Allow students 10 minutes to go over the text and then ask them some questions about
it. (See Comprehension Questions in the student’s book.)

Say a few words as an introduction to the text. (See Introductory Remarks.)

. ‘Get students actively involved in analyzing and explaining the text. (See Information
Related to the Text.)

Help students grasp the main idea and structure of the text.

Help students learn in context the more frequently used words and phrases through a
variety of drilling practice (see Language Points) and by doing the related exercises in
the student’s book.
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8. Divide the class into groups to do Oral Practice in the student’s book.
9. Set aside 15-20 minutes for the classroom reading activity, through which to lead
students to learn how to practice reading efficiently.

10. Assign a composition as homework.

#

The neighborhood where Chavis lives used to be a good place. People there lived and
worked in peace, if not in perfect contentment. But to Chavis’s dismay, after the place was
flooded with drugs and cheap liquor, it became crime-ridden. For example, in the past five
years, 16 people have been murdered in her neighborhood. Another problem Chavis has on
her mind is that many people there seem to care little about the protection of the
environment. A case in point is the sidewalks which are littered with cans, candy wrappers,
brown bags and what not.

To help save her neighborhood from deteriorating, Chavis has done all she can think
of: planting trees, recycling what she can ... Obviously, it is unlikely that her efforts alone
will be rewarded with great success. However, when more and more people come under her
influence and choose to contribute their bit towards the solution of these problems, things

will definitely look up.

As a private investigator for many years, Melody Ermachild Chavis works to defend
people charged with capital crimes or who have been sentenced to death. In her fascinating
career, she has worked on behalf of Geronimo Ji Jaga Pratt, who was exonerated in 1999
and she investigated the tragic events in Jonestown, Guyana. She has worked on the
defense teams of 25 prisoners on California’s death row, and for others on the Federal
death row. She is the author of a memoir, Altars in the Street , acclaimed by Bell Hooks,
Joanna Macy, and many others. Chavis has published essays in Sierra, Yoga Journal,
Shambhala Sun, Turning Wheel, The Sun, and numerous anthologies. She wrote the
foreword to death row prisoner Jarvis Masters’s moving book Finding Freedom. A
community activist, Chavis founded an urban gardening project for youth-at-risk, and
chaired her city’s substance abuse prevention program. She devotes her time to the
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movement to abolish the death penalty. Her work is sustained by her Zen Buddhist
meditation practice, and she has served on the Board of the Buddhist Peace Fellowship.

i,

A Language Points

- shabby: (of things) in poor condition through much use or being badly cared for; (of

—

people) poorly dressed

Examples:

— Joe wore a shabby old overcoat, dirty and full of holes.

— Her home is a rented one-bedroom flat in a shabby part of town .

— You look rather shabby in those clothes .

2. stride: walk quickly with long steps
Examples:
— She strode purposefully up to the desk and demanded to speak to the manager .

— The interviewer strode confidently towards me and shook my hand .

3. sideways: to or towards one side
Examples:
— The cyclist skidded sideways and hit the kerb.
— If you move sideways a little, we’ll have room to sit down .

4. I pressed by palms to the glass ...: I pressed my palms to the window ...

5. donate: make a gift of (sth.), esp. for a good purpose
Examples:
— Everyone was asked to donate a day’s pay to the city charities.
— The magazine says it will donate all profits to medical research .

— Hospitals are publicly appealing for people to donate blood .

6. wield:
1) If you wield a weapon, tool, or piece of equipment, you carry and use it.
Example:
— Suddenly a wild-looking man ran out of one of the huts wielding a large stick .
2) If you wield power, you have it and are able to use it.
Example:
— He remains chairman, but wields little power at the company.

7. tag: a small piece of paper, material, etc. fixed to sth. to give information about it
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9.

10.

11.

12;

13.

Examples:
— The pigs had metal tags in their ears bearing a number .

— Have you put tags on your luggage?

at risk (of): in a situation where you may be harmed (by)

Examples:

— I have no respect for a man who would put his children at risk like that .
— It is said that people with fair skin are more at risk of skin cancer .

— An estimated three million people in that country are at risk of starvation .

be flooded with:

1) be filled with a large amount or too much of

Examples:

— The whole room was flooded with warm, golden sunshine.

— He lay there, flooded with pain, fear, and hatred .

2) receive so many things that you cannot deal with them

Examples:

— The box office was flooded with requests for tickets.

— We have been flooded with donations since the appeal for help was broadcast .

police beat: the area of a town, city, etc. that a police officer regularly walks around

turn (a)round:

1) (cause sb. / sth. to) face in a different direction

Examples:

— Someone called her name and she turned round .

— He’s turned all her photographs round to face the wall .

2) cause (a situation or organization) to change in a positive direction

Examples:

— They were losing badly but they turned things around in the second half of the game .

— A new director has been brought in to turn the company round .

have a hard / difficult time (doing ... ): experience hardships (in doing ... )

Examples:
— I’'m sorry to hear you’ve been having such a hard time.
— Mrs. Paine had a difficult time raising her children all on her own .

idle:
1) lazy and wasting time when there is work to do

Examples:




14.

15.

16.

17,
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— Wake up that idle young brother of yours and tell him it’s time for school!
— I never met such an idle bunch of people in all my life!

2) not doing anything, esp. work, because there is nothing to do

Examples:

— Almost half of the skilled workers in that country are now idle!

— During the power cut the women sat idle among piles of unfinished clothes .
3) not being used

Examples:

— There has been a proposal to tax land which is lying idle.

— The new machines may sit idle for months until they have been paid for.

swing: (cause to) move backwards and forwards hanging from a fixed point; (cause to)
move quickly in a smooth curve

Examples:

— Monkeys were swinging in the trees.

— The soldiers swung their arms as they marched .

— The driver stepped out of his car and swung the door shut with a thud .

peel: remove the skin from (fruit, vegetables, etc.)

Examples:

— It is easier to eat an apple when it has been peeled .

— When I peeled the label off I discovered that the old price was $20 cheaper .

fall victim to: become a victim of

Examples:

— The company has fallen victim to increased competition .

— At Brussels airport Bret fell victim to pickpockets who pinched his wallet .

— Many streams have fallen victim to the recent drought .

choke:

1) (cause to) struggle to breathe or (cause to) stop breathing because of blocking of or
damage to the breathing passages

Examples:

— The coffee was almost too hot to swallow and made me choke for a moment .

— The stench of decay choked him and he had to turn away .

— The smoke almost choked the firemen .

2) fill (a space or passage) completely

Examples:

— The drains were choked with dead leaves .
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

— At lunchtime the streets were choked with traffic.

pathetic:

1) making you feel pity or sympathy

Examples:

— We found a small dog sitting outside the back door, looking pathetic.
— Her voice trembled . It sounded pathetic.

2) extremely inadequate; contemptible

Examples:

— I'm fed up with her pathetic excuses for being late .

— The service in this hotel is pathetic, I’ll never stay here again .

— You're such a pathetic liar no one’s going to believe you .

disapprove of: think that sb. or their behaviour, ideas, etc. are bad or unsuitable
Examples:
— [ strongly disapprove of anyone who goes out at night and leaves their children alone.

— John wanted to become an actor, but his parents disapproved of his intentions .

... had it all in food, mainly greens. : ... grew edible plants in her whole lot, mainly

vegetables with large green leaves.

give away:

1) give sth. to sb. without asking for payment

Examples:

— We gave our old table away when we moved house .

— We’re giving away free shampoo samples as a promotion .

2) let sb. know sth. that should be kept secret, often by mistake

Examples:

— If you tell her any more you'll give the end of the film away.

— You don’t want to give too much away about a product before it’s on the market .

exemplify: illustrate by example; be an example of

Examples:

— These female astronauts exemplify a new tradition among modern women .

— A hospital I visited last month exemplifies the need for extra funding in the health

service .

vacancy: unoccupied accommodation; unfilled post or position
Examples:
— We wanted to book a hotel room in August but there were no vacancies .
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— Most vacancies are at senior level, requiring appropriate qualifications.

run out of: use all one’s supply of ; have no more of

Examples:

— We’ve run out of paper for the photocopier .

— I've run out of cigarettes. Do you think you could go down to the store and get some?

plot:

1) mark or draw (sth.) on a diagram, map, etc.

Examples:

— The captain plotted a new course .

— They used a computer to plot the movements of everyone in the police station on that
particular day .

2) make a secret plan (to do sth.)

Examples:

— It was alleged that they had plotted to blow up the White House .

— She’s plotting with her sister to play a trick on her brother .

— They are awaiting trial on charges of plotting against the state.

outlet:

1) shop, etc. that sells goods made by a particular company

Examples:

— This cosmetics firm has 30 outlets in Britain .

— The company has been forced to close hundreds of its retail outlets due to the
recession .

2) way out (for water, steam, etc.); means of releasing (energy, strong feelings,
etc.)

Examples:

— Switzerland has no outlet to the sea .

— Her work provided no outlet for her energies and talents.

— I play racquet ball as an outlet for stress.

cluster: form a cluster round (sb. / sth.); gather together
Examples:

— We passed villages clustered around wet rice fields.

— People clustered round the notice board .

give up on: lose hope in (sb. / sth.)
Examples: ‘
— He’d been unconscious for so long that the doctors had given up on him .
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29.

30.

32.

34.

— I’ve given up on aerobics. It just wasn’t making any difference to my body.

here and now: at this very moment; at the present time
Examples:

— Ill tell you here and now that I am not going to resign.

— I'd like a piano, but here and now we haven’t enough room.

quote:

(n.) quotation from a text or speech

Examples:

— I'd like to include a quote from Shakespeare, “Fools rush in where angels fear to
tread.”

— At the beginning of the book there is a quote from Abraham Lincoln .

(v.) repeat in speech or writing the words of (a book or writer)

Examples:

— He quotes (from) the Bible to support his beliefs.

— She asked the newspaper reporter not to quote her remark .

— Bret was quoted as having said that there would be an election this autumn .

. yield: supply or produce (sth. positive such as a profit, an amount of food, or

information)

Examples:

— Last year 400,000 acres of land yielded a crop worth $1. 85 billion .

— Police have been interviewing people in the area in the hope that it will yield further

information about the crime.

tackle: deal with; attack

Examples:
— Talk to someone who's been through all this, see how they tackled it .

— It took twelve fire engines to tackle the blaze.
— The computer can be programmed to tackle a whole variety of tasks .

recycle: put (used objects or material) through a process so that they can be used again

Examples:
— All glass bottles which can’t be refilled can be recycled .
— The law requires us to recycle paper products, glass bottles, soda cans, and some

kinds of plastic.

clean up:
1) make tidy and free of dirt again

; ‘u
i



