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Old-Fashioned Play—for Pay

5wy Xz 3y

Parents and kids gather for a few hours of moonwalking, mountain climbing and other activities at the “McPlayland”
outside Chicago

As outdoor playgrounds decay’', more families are turning to

cheery franchises’ that offer supervised®
fun for a fee

By ELZABETH RUDULPH

ids! Come have a ball! Or 60,000 of

them! There’s a new type of business

franchise that is popping up' in shop-
ping malls and neighborhoods across America.
At least two nationwide companies are offering
pay-per-use indoor playgrounds, which feature’
toys, games, supervised fun and a workout’ that
doesn’t break the family bank’.
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As public playgrounds grow increasingly
seedy’, the for-profit'’ centers offer clean, safe,
supervised activity as well as a variety of chal-
lenging exercises to develop youngsters’ physi-
cal fitness, usually for a fee of around $5 an hour.
“Playgrounds are dirty, not supervised,” says
Dick Guggenheimer, owner of the two-month-
old Discovery Zone in Yonkers, N.Y., part of a
Kansas City-based chain''. “We’re indoors;
we're padded'’; parents can feel their child is
safe.”

Discovery Zone has sold 120 outlets’" in the
past 14months, boasting' sandboxes full of brightly
colored plastic spheres, mazes, mats to bounce
on, obstacle courses, moonwalks'’, slides'’ and
mountains to climb. Now mega-franchiser
McDonald’s is getting into the act. The burger gi-
ant is test-marketing'’ a new playground, Leaps &
Bounds, in Naperville, Ill. Phys Kids of Wichita
has opened one center and has plans to expand.

American parents are rightly worried about
their kids’ leisure life, built around Saturday-
morning cartoons and Nintendo . There are 36
million children in the U.S. aged 2 to 11; they
watch an average of 24 hours of TV a week and
devote less and less energy to active recreation.
Nationwide cutbacks’' in education budgets are
making the problem worse, as gym classes and
after-hours’ sports time get squeezed™'. Says
Discovery Zone president Jack Gunion: “we
have raised a couple of pure couch potatoes™.”

In an attempt to soup up* that life-style, the
new facilities cater to’* the concerns of two-
earner families, staying open in the evenings,
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long after traditional public playground have
grown dark and unusable. At Naperville’s Leaps
& bounds, families can play together for $4.95
per child, parents free. Fresh-faced ‘“counselors,”
dressed in colorful sport pants and shirts, guide
youngsters to appropriate play areas for differing
age groups. Three year-olds and younger can learn
spatial - concepts-in and out, over and around-by
crawling  in a padded plastic turtle shell or sink-
ing into a quicksand" of colorful balls and learn-
ing to control the multicolored plastic objects.
Kids aged 4 to 6 climb a padded “Swiss-cheese
mountain” or creep’ through a maze of blue,
fuchsia ' and yellow tunnels. Youngsters up to
12 balance on a ropewalk or a webbed “bean
field,” a bouncy surface with punching bags
that hang above it within a child’s grasp. A
nearby concession ' offers turkey dogs ', pizza,
and carrot and celery sticks.

These new playgrounds are not meant to be
day-care facilities " ; parents are expected go stay and
play with their kids rather than drop them off" . But
several also provide high-tech baby-sitting services.
At some of the Discovery Zones, parents can regis-
ter their children in special supervised programs,
then leave them and slip away for a couple of hours
to enjoy a movie or dinner. If there is a problem,
Mom and Dad are paged’ by beeper”.

The most fun of all, though, is getting to do
what parents used to do in the days before two-
career families and two-hour commutes™’: play
with their kids. That, at least, is old-fashioned,
even at per-hour rates. — With reporting by Eliza-
beth Taylor / Chicago
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Vocabulary €xercises

1. Match the words given below under A with the meanings below
under B.

A B
_ 1 cutback a decline
2 crawl b bound, jump
__ 3 seedy ¢ decrease
___ 4 bounce d creep
___ 5 decay e worn, shabby
2. Choose the one word or phrase that best completes the sentences.
1) Everything we do is to for the need of the customers.
A. demand B. cater C. set D. provide
2) The new book is a version of the original.
A. souped-up  B. spatial C. for-profit ~ D. franchised
3) In order to teach the children concepts the teacher
brought some cubes into the classroom.
A. abstract B. chain C. seedy D. spatial
4) The library first edition of Shakespeare.
A.commutes  B. boasts C. motivates  D. markets
5) The children together to make room for me to sit down.

A. squeezed B. featured  C. crowded D. crept

Reading Comprehension

Read the passage and choose the best answer to each of the follow-
ing questions or unfinished statements.

1. What is this article mainly talking about?
A. Children can play in the public playgrounds without parents’ care.
B. The fast development of Discovery Zone.

-4- TIME ¥ & B % 5 in) 11 J2EBR



C. A new type of business franchise for kids.
D. The decay of outdoor playgrounds.

. According to the article, which of the following is true to the new
playground?

A. The cost is high for a family.

B. It’s a place where kids can watch TV while eating potatoes.

C. It doesn’t allow parents to leave their kids.

D. It’s a place where parents can play together with their kids.

. According to the article, which of the service is NOT offered by
the new playground?

A. Mazes.

B. Movies.

C. Moonwalks.

D. Slides.

. What does the writer mean by saying ‘““old-fashioned”?

A. The so-called new playground is outdated.

B. The new playground offers a fashion which is popular in the past.
C. The new playground is also enjoyed by old people.

D. The new playground is actually enjoyed by parents.

. What is the writer’s attitude toward the new playground?
A. Agreeable.
B. Indifferent.
C. Objective.
D. Neutral.
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Young celebrators perform a holiday play

\ T ad "¢
dial i | i

Kwanzaa', the African-American’ Yule’-time celebration, is be-
coming more popular—and more commercial

By JANICE C. SIMPSON

/4 ddanew seasonal greeting to your list:
__\ Habari gani. It is Swahili’ for “What's
_.new?” and the salutation’ for millions

of African Americans who celebrate Kwanzaa,
a seven-day holiday that begins on Dec. 26. In-
augurated’ 25 years ago as a black-nationalist’
celebration of familial’ and social values, the
festivities'’ are now being embraced'’ by the

LIFESTYLES

nHE, &
n. FALX

o
\frican-American

xEEA

Lvule [jul] no 2 H
5.Swahili n. HIEHE

iE

6. salutation n. 3=

7. inaugurate [Inogjurert)

v. Frh 5 Tl

8. black-nationalist 2

AR R EXFH



black mainstream.'?

Kwanzaa is patterned'” after various Afri-
can agricultural™ festivals, and the name derives
from's the Swahili word for first fruit of the
harvest. It was created by Maulana Karenga, a
black-studies professor at California State
University, Long Beach. The purpose of the
holiday, he says, is to help black people “rescue
and reconstruct'® our history and culture and
shape'” them in our own image.”

Unlike Christmas or Hanukkah'®, Kwanzaa
is not a religious holiday; the festival celebrates
seven principles—unity, self-determination'’,
collective’ work and responsibility, cooperative
economics, purpose, creativity’' and faith—as-
signed to each of the days. Observers gather each
evening to light one of the candles in the kinara®,
a seven-cup candelabrum™, and discuss how the
principle of the day affects their life. Small gifts
are often exchanged.

In the late 1960s, Kwanzaa was celebrated
mainly by the more radical” members of the
black-nationalist community. But now, says the
Rev. Willie Wilson, pastor”™ at Union Temple
Baptist Church in Washington, “you find a lot
of people trying to return to their roots and cul-
tural values.” Each year Wilson’s church holds
nightly Kwanzaa observances™ that culminate’’
in a ball, which now draws about 1,000
participants. No one knows precisely how many
people observe Kwanzaa, but its biggest boost-
ers” are middle-class professionals seeking to
give their children a sense of black pride. “My
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