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FOREWORD I

The World Heritage Convention is a remarkable example of international cooperation to identify
and protect the world’s outstanding places. This fine book is designed to give a verbal and visual in-
sight into places in the People’s Republic of China which have been identified as part of the natural
heritage of all the world’s people and which are inscribed in the prestigious World Heritage List.

Some 25 years ago,many people and institutions, which were concerned for the threats to the
quality of some of the world’s outstanding natural and cultural places,brought those concerns to the
1972 General Conference of UNESCO —the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganisation —and negotiated the Convention concerning the protection of the world’s cultural and natu-
ral heritage.

The World Heritage Convention is a unique mechanism in which the nations of the world share in
the process of identifying places that are,in the words of the Convention, “of outstanding universal
value”and are therefore part of the heritage of all people. Provided these places are being managed in
a manner which protects their outstanding values,they are inscribed on the World Heritage List and
the States which are parties to the Convention work together to ensure that their values are main-
tained for the benefit of present and future generations.

Inscription on the World Heritage List is not easily achieved. First,a State must become a party
to the Convention and then prepare a detailed site nomination which is reviewed, generally in the
field, by experts from specialist bodies which are identified in the Convention —IUCN — The World
Conservation Union in the case of sites whose values are mainly natural,and ICOMOS—the Interna-
tional Council of Monuments and Sites for those sites of mainly cultural value. The nomination docu-
ments and the reports of the advisory bodies are processed by the UNESCO World Heritage Centre
which provides the Convention’s secretariat and are then studied by the World Heritage Committee.
This Committee of representatives of twenty —one of the States which are parties to the Convention is
elected by all of the States parties to manage the Convention on their behalf. It is the Committee
which has the task of listing sites and following up,working with the government and people of the
State in which a site is located to ensure that World Heritage values are maintained for their own
worth and for the benefit,education and appreciation of all people.

The People’s Republic of China is at present a member of the World Heritage Committee and is
playing a strong part in managing the Convention. It has demonstrated its commitment to conserving
those parts of the World Heritage situated on Chinese territory by identifying and nominating sites of
outstanding universal cultural and natural value.

This book focuses on sites in China which have been included on the World Heritage List for
their natural values. All,however,have important cultural values in differing degrees ,so much so that
some of them are inscribed on the List for their cultural values as well.

All form parts of the unique natural qualities that China possesses and is conserving to ensure
that her people along with the world community can admire ,enjoy and from which they can learn of
the forces which shaped the planet we share and which provide beauty,inspiration and education.

Among the unique contributions China makes to the heritage of the world is the extent to which
nature and culture are inseparable as the country’s remarkable natural features have down the cen-
turies inspired spiritual thinkers,temporal leaders, poets,painters , writers and people from all walks

of life. This continues today,as the increasing ability of people to travel allows more and more people



to see for themselves places previously known only through words and pictures.

In this lies a challenge for those responsible for conserving China’s natural heritage. Management
techniques must be put in place to ensure that the very enjoyment of these precious places does not
destroy or damage their values through overuse. Careful planning and sensitive management is needed
to maintain outstanding universal values while enabling people to experience these great places at first
hand. Maintaining the integrity of the World’s.Heritage is no easy task but is one which must be car-
ried out other wise China and the world will be the poorer in losing features which are irreplaceable.

It has been our privilege through our association with IUCN—The World Conservation Union —
to have been involved together or separately in the field missions which evaluated the values and in-
tegrity of all the natural sites in China so far inscribed on the World Heritage List. It has been an ex-
citing ,awe —inspiring ,humbling and privileged experience.

This book makes the reader aware of the beauty ,inspiration and physical and biological diversity
of the sites we have seen at first hand. However ,no book can convey the emotions we have felt as we
have at times been almost overwhelmed by the pride and enthusiasm local people have demonstrated
in the provinces we have visited in China. Political and spiritual leaders,government officials and sci-
entists , members of many wational minorities, and people from all walks of life have shared their
knowledge and enthusiasm with us and we have experienced the rich patina of the many cultures Chi-
na contributes to global society.

Hopefully, this book will encourages its readers to visit the sites and gain first hand experience of
the wonders China has to offer beyond her cities.

While this book illustrates primarily the natural World Heritage of China,China’s unique contri-
bution to the world’s heritage lies in the manner in which it demonstrates the basic principle which
underlies the World Heritage Convention — the blending in a magnificent continuum the height and
breadth and depth of the country’s outstanding heritage in both nature and culture.

We congratulate all involved in the publication of this book — the Ministry of Construction of the
People’s Republic of China,the Chinese National Commission for UNESCO and Shanghai Science &.
Technology Publishing House in particular. The chief editors of this book had been engaged in the
nomination and field evaluation missions of the World natural and cultural properties in China. We
cherish our memory of having such an excellent opportunity to share with them experiences and hap-
piness during all the missions in China.

The editors considered the publication of this book as a small token for the celebration of the
25th anniversary of the World Heritage Convention of UNESCO. It is our sincere wish that this book
will bring knowledge and pleasure to readers all over the world. We sure it will prove a valuable con-
tribution to the presentation and mutual appreciation of nature and culture that are the common her-

itage of mankind.

PHC ( bing ) Lucas Dr.James W Thorscll
Vice Chair,World Heritage Head
[UCN Commission on National IUCN Natural Heritage Program

Parks and Protected Areas Gland,Switzerland
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