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The Lost Childhood

Graham Greene®

I remember distinctly the suddenness with which
a key turned in a lock and I found I could read — not
just the sentences in a reading book with the syllables
coupled like railway carriages, but a real book. It was
paper-covered with the picture of a boy, bound and
gagged, dangling at the end of a rope inside a well with the
water rising above the waist — an adventure of Dixon Brett,
detective. All a long summer holiday I kept my secret, as I
believed: I did not want anybody to know that I could
read. I suppose I half consciously realized even then that this
was the dangerous moment. I was safe so long as I could not
read — the wheels’ had not begun to turn, but now the

future stood around on bookshelves everywhere waiting for

® HE/EH - ¥ (Graham Greene, 1904 —-1991) , T EEFK ., HF
Ve A1/ N e B 3B A JR 9 %) (1932) , SRBUN R 5 5% 1) (1940) .
H Ve AR T BR/ANBEAN , R Rl A BOCESS .
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the child to choose — the life of a chartered accountant
perhaps, a colonial civil servant, a planter in China, a steady
job in a bank, happiness and misery, ‘erventually one
particular form of death, for surely we choose our death
much as we choose our job. It grows out of our acts and
our evasions, out of our fears and out of our moments of
courage. I suppose my mother must have discovered my
secret, for on the journey home I was presented for the train
with another real book, a copy of Ballantyne’s Coral Island
with only a single picture to look at, a colored frontispiece.
But I would admit nothing. All the long journey I stared at

the one picture and never opened the book.

¥ Vocabulary [iRiC#&]
.

syllable / 'silobl / n. [i&] &Y

accountant / o'kauntont / n. £t (&), 231
evasion / i'veizon / n. HkikE, £

frontispiece /'frantispiis / n. HEiEE, PR
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I remember distinctly the suddenness with which
a key turned in a lock and I found I could read —not
just the sentences in a reading book with the
syllables coupled like railway carriages, but a real
book.
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E. B. White to Miss R

E- B+ WhitéD

You asked me about writing — how I did it. There is
no trick to it. If you like to write and want to write,
you write, no matter where you are or what else you
are doing or whether anyone pays any heed. I must
. have written half a million words ( mostly in my journal)
before 1 had anything published, save for a couple of short
items in St. Nicholas. If you want to write about feelings,
about the end of summer, about growing, write about it. A
great deal of writing is not “plotted” — most of my essays
have no plot structure, they are a ramble in the woods, or a
ramble in the basement of my mind. You ask, “Who
cares?” Everybody cares. You say, “It’s been written

before. 7 Everything has been written before.

® E-B-{f4%(E - B - White, 1899 —1985) JEE20 e BERMN
BXRZ—. Bl FERRAE EMACAAN) FE, HIRR 12 F2
A S ERBRIEE X ERENER. IREER(XRELL).
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I went to college but not direct from high school;
there was an interval of six or eight months. Sometimes it
works out well to take a short vacation from the
academic world. I have a grandson who took a year off and
got a job in Aspen, Colorado. After a year of skiing and
working, he is now settled into Colby College as'a
freshman. But I can’t advise you, or won’t advise you, on
any decision. If you have a counselor at school, I'd seek the
counselor’s advice. In college (Cornell) , I got on the daily
newspaper and ended up as editor of it. It enabled me to do

a lot of writing and gave me a good journalistic experience.

P Vocabulary [ifiC$]
i e
heed / hidd / n. X, BE
i ramble / 'reembl / v. (B
i counselor / 'kaunsalo / n. JHi[a], FEERBUR, %5
journalistic /,dz3ma'listik / adj. Hi HE L HY, 7 1 Mk B i,
B TAEE




