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Columbus International Exhibition
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Beyeler Foundation
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Jean Marie Tjibaou Cultural Center
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Reconstruction of Potsdamer Platz
BRER 15

Aurora Place
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Niccolod Paganini Auditorium
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Maison Hermeés
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La Bolla
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Parco della Musica Auditorium
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Padre Pio Church
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This book presents the ten most representative
projects undertaken in the last few years by
the firm that Piano runs from Genoa, Paris
and Berlin. Its name, Renzo Piano Building
Workshop, indicates the construction tradition
that he inherited from his family, which
has led him to be faithful to his materials,
by pushing them to their limits, improving
their performance and enhancing their
characteristics.
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Furthermore, Renzo Piano’s work is based on

“a search for the human face of technology,

on an attempt to demonstrate that modern

building processes do not inevitably lead to

“cold, mechanized industrial buildings, but can

give rise to warm, luminous spaces catering
to the needs of human beings. Piano brings
the spirit of the small-scale craftsman to large
infrastructures, painstakingly perfecting the

details of a precious object. Technology is used

_in all his projects to tone down light, evaluate

the context and find a means to integrate them

_into nature. After designing buildings where

technology”represehted an end in itself, Piano

moved towards projects in which innovative

building techniques are merely a tool used to

obtain comfortable, sustainable and ecological

spaces.
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Location: Porto Antico, Genoa, Italy

Date of construction: 1985~1992

Photography: Shunji Ishida, Publifoto,
Banchero, Michel Denance,
Emanuela Minetti

In the late 1980s Genoa’s local authorities
decided to organize an international exhibition
to mark the fifth centenary of the discovery
of America. The land chosen for the event
formed part of the city’s old port, and so the
project also had the opportunity — and duty
— to regenerate the area. The project had
to create a connection between the historic
center and the sea, which until then had been
separated by old warehouses, a railroad track
and a freeway. The development included
the conversion of the old buildings once used
to store cotton into public spaces, such as
a library and an auditorium. Although new
buildings were also erected — an aquarium,
for example — the design process always took
great care not to alter the original spirit of the
area.The port and the city were connected by
extending the small alleyways leading from
the historic center down to the sea; the Via del
Mare, for example, ended up going right into
the heart of the port, which is now thronged
with both locals and tourists alike, strolling
and enjoying the activities taking place by the
waterside.
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Location: Baselstrasse 77, Riehen,
Basel, Switzerland
Date of construction: 1991~1997
Photography: Michel Denancé, Christian
Richters, Niggi Brauning

The art collector Ernst Beyeler commissioned
Renzo Piano’s firm to build a museum to
house his collection. The client gave a concise
brief as he had a very clear idea of what the
building should be like. Firstly, the museum
had to be integrated into the surrounding
landscape — the park, originally private, that
encircles the magnificent Villa Berower, a
historic monument in Switzerland’s Riehen
district; secondly, the galleries had to be lit
by overhead natural lighting. Starting from
these two premises, the project consisted of
four supporting walls, equal in length and set
in parallel to the wall surrounding the site. All
the walls were covered with sandstone from
Argentina, similar to the local stone but more
resistant to bad weather. The whole structure
is topped with a slightly sloping glass roof,
which looks as if it is floating on top of the
building, as its light metal structure is virtually
imperceptible from the inside. Some of the
facades are made of glass, so the relationship
between the interior and exterior is very
intense, and the galleries benefit from the

peace that reigns over the whole site.



