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Prelude

Zhang Wenxue

Guangxi is a major home town of ethnic Chinese in our
country. According to the statistics in 1995, there are 3,000,000
ethhic Chinese of Guangxi origin who scatter in nearly 100 coun-
tries and regions in five continents of the world, and most of
them are distributed in Southeast Asian nations. In recent years s
there are quite a lots who moved away to America, Canada ,
France, England and Australia in the name of ethnic Chinese
refuge of Indochina. Guangxi people’s moving their residence
abroad has a long history, besides, the emigration is well —
knowm for their being assiduous, united, cooperative and enter-
prising. They went a long way to foreign countries to seek a
livelihood or refuge, and in the countries of residence they abided
by the law, worked assiduously, treated the local people honest-
ly and lived with them in harmony. They were acclaimed by the
local government and people for having done painstaking labour
and made a contribution to the change of the looks of the local
land, to the progress of the cultural and educational cause. Al-
though they have emigrated,they still show their concern for the
motherland and love the home town,and even after becoming the
citizens of the countries of residence hence turning into ethnic
Chinese, they continue to help and support in different ways the
economic counstruction of home town,and contribute to the e-
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conomec cooperation and cultural exchange between the countries
of residence and the country of origin,and to the development of
friendly relations among them. ' '

Since the implementation of reform and opening to the out-
side world, the overseas fellow countrymen of Guangxi origin,
who come back to Guangxi to visit relatives, to do sightseeing
and to hold trade talks, have been increasingly growing in num-
ber. They saw scenes of flourishing life in home town, witnessed
the dramatic changes in the land of origin,and so were very de-
lighted. Since the Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central
Committee of Chinese Communist Party ;Guangxi’s economy has
been deveioping rapidly and the comprehensive strenghth has in-
creased obviously. During the decade in 1980s,Guangxi’s gross
national product increased by an average of 7. 2 per cent annual-
ly, achieving the target of doubling the gross national product
for the first time. As time went into 1990s, economic develop-
ment speeded up, and the benefit and quality were further
raised, In the period of ”the Eighth Five — Year Plan” ( 1991 —
1995), Guangxi’s gross domestic product increased by an aver-
age annual rate of 16. 9 per cent, an increase of 10. 8per cent
compared with #the Seventh Five —Year Plan” period,having ad-
vanced five years to reach the goal of re —doubling the gross do-
mestic product of 1980, and the average personal gross domestic
product had raised to the nineteenth place in 1995 from the twen-
ty —ninth place in1990 in the whole country, moving exact ten
places forward. Gunagxi is narrowing its gap to the country.

+ And during ”the Eighth Five — Year Plan” period, Guangxi fur-
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ther brought its ” three alongs” geographical superiority into full
play, continued to improve the investment enviroment, and
formed a new omnibearing , multi — field and multi — level layout

for opening to the outside world, which is along the sea , along
the border, along the river and along the main line of communi-
cation and is for expansion into the whole autonomous region.
We earnestly implemented the vital decision, ”give {full play to
Guangxi’s function as the passageway of the Southwest China re-
gion to the sea” put forward by the central committeein 1992,
and strengthennedinfrastructure construction with communica-
tion, telecommunication and energy as the major projects, and
basical industrial eénstruction, and we took them for strategical
measures of rejuvenating Guangxi. In the five years we had put
in RMB 70 billion, which was over half of the total investment
value of the social fixed assets,to improve communication, ener-
gy, telecommunication and other facilities. At present, there are
twenty —nine major projects which have been built and put into
use, such as the first stage project of dredging waterways of Xi-
jiang River, the high—class highways from Nanning to Wuzhou
and from Pingguo to Baise,the railway from Qinzhou to Beihai,
the five ten —thousand — ton — berth coastal ports, Liuzhou air-
port and Wuzhou airport, Yantan Hydropower station, Liuzhou
thermal power station,a batch of long —distance light cables and
microw};\we main line,and so on. Moreover, in the course of open-
ing to the outside world,we strengthenned the legislative work,
simplified the procedure of handling affairs,and improved service
quality. With the improvement of hard and soft environment,
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Guangxi obtained a great breakthrough inits opening to the out-
side world during ”the Eighth Five — Year Plan” period, and its
foreign trade of the five years totalled US $ 7. 11 billions, 1.7
times and 1. 5 times over the period of ”the Seventh Five— Year
Plan” respectively, and the business volume of border trade was
RMB 12. 4 billions. The actually—used foreign capital.in the five
years added up to US $ 3. 33 billions, taking up 84. 5 per cent of
the accumulative total since reform and opening to the outside
world. :
We have worked out ” the Ninth Five — Year Plan” and a
long —range plan towards 2010 for Guangxi: in the period of ”
the Ninth Five — Year Plan”, the gross domestic product. of the
whole autonomous region increase by over 10 per cent annually,
Guangxi is to stive for realization of tri;—doubling the gross do-
mestic product of 1980 by the end of this century,and the person-
al gross domestic product reach the average level of the country.
The gross domestic product in 2010 should reach that of 2000
and the comprehensive economic strength reach a middle —upper
level of the country. The above plans show that the future five —
year period will be a time of Guangxi’s great developmemt and it
requires higher opening degree and higher growth rate than those
in the period of ”the Eighth Five — Year Plan”, which demands
close coordination of all departments and our painstaking efforts.
Take the department of ethnic Chinese affairs as an example,
their achievements established in the past are remarkable and
their work is fruitful, but they should continue to stick to eco-
nomic construction as the central task,enlarge external connec-
« T



tions and strengthen the work of ”three introduces” so that our
rigion’s superioity of being home town of ethnic Chinese could be
brought into full play. To enlarge external connections, we need
to attach importance to the learning and study of ethnic Chinese
history, and to get more understanding of fellow countrymen o-
verseas and the information about ethnic Chinese. That the .
book, RESEARCHES ON ETHNIC CHINESE OF GUANGXI
ORIGIN, written by Zhao Heman,research fellow, vice—presi-
dent of Guangxi Society For Studies Of Ethnic Chinese History
and director of the Institute For Southeast Asian Studies,
Guangxi Academy Of Social Sciences, is published and issued to
the public on the eve of the Second Meeting Relatives Conference
of .Guangxi Fellow Countrymen in the World to be held in Nan-
ning, is a new achievement in the research of ethnic Chinese his-
tory in Guangxi, which will play a good role in promoting mutual
understanding between Guangxi and the fellow Countrymen o-
verseas and in maintaining close cooperation and friendly ex-

change of visits.

July 15, 1996
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Preface

Qiu Guohua

That people in Guangxi moved their residence abroad be-
coming ethnic Chinese started from Song dynasty. Since the Opi-
um War, China was reduced to semi—colonial and semi—feudal
society. Living on the border area and being poor and backward,
those people in Guangxi who went abroad for a living or sought
for refuge increased in a large number. Since the founding of new
China, the social factor once resulting large emigration has no
longer existed. In Guangxi, as in other provinces of China, the
phenomenon that numerous people emigrated out of economic
and political reasons has stoped, and emigrating steps into a nor-
mal track. After the emigration group by group in the long histo-
ry, the ethnic Chinese of Guangxi origin have scattered in almost
100 countries and regions in five continents. According to the
statistics in 1995, they amounted to 3, 000, 000, and most of
them were distributed in the region of Southeast Asia. In recent
years, those who moved away to America, Europe,and Oceania
were not few in number, and there were also lots of ethnic Chi-
nese of minority nationality. For historical and others reasons,
~ the professions that ethnic Chinese of Guangxi origin take in the
country of residence are mainly workers and farmers. After their
ancestors came to Southeast Asia,they mostly concentrated on
mine fields and rubber plantations, carrying on physical labour,
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