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Lesson One

Text A Thinking as a Hobby

------------------------------------------------------------------------ -
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1, Venus statue .

The ancient Venus statue is also known as the Aphrodite goddess. The original goddess Venus stat-
ue can be found in Paris at the Louvre Museum. Venus De Milo Aphrodite was carved by the sculptor of
Antioch on the Maeander River at about 150 BC and it was only later rediscovered. In the goddess Aph-
rodite’s son was named Eros in Greek Mythology for the Greeks and Cupid, the god of love and sexual
desire and the messenger of love, in Roman Mythology. To this day the Venus statue remains a sculp-
tural masterpiece with few equals. ’

2. Leopard statue

The lonely leopard statue is near Hout Bay, which is located on the western side of the Cape Penin-
sula. The famous bronze leopard statue stands on the rocky outcrop at the foot of Chapman’s Peak
Drive, facing the mouth of Hout Bay harbour. It commemorates these animals that freely roamed the
Hout Bay Mountains as recently as the 1930s. It was a gift to the people of Hout Bay from sculptor Ivan
Midford—Barberton, the statue has been guarding the bay and facing the elements since March 1963,

3. Rodin’s Thinker

It is the most famous piece of art by the French sculptor August Rodin in 1917. It is said to be the
statue that most clearly shows the abstract idea of thought or thinking. “The Thinker” is pondering so
intensely that even his toes are tightly clutching the ground. Rodin often portrayed strong contrasts, as
is shown by this sculpture, such as the finished figure combined with the unfinished marble on which he

auQ uosso
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is seated. The original is now on display at the Metropolitan Museum of Art,

Goddess Venus statue Leopard statue Rodin’s Thinker

=, wiCSeE)
(—)iiC
@acquaintance /a'kwemtons/ n.

someone you know but not a close friend #IRBIA;ZE 236 (5 ] stranger

—He has a wide circle of acquaintances. fb3CERS" .
@alas /o'les/ adv.

(fml) unfortunately R ; S AMHs [F ] sadly; unfortunately [ X fortunately

—There was, alas, no shortage of assassinations. fRAZE, BEREHNKNT,
@anguish /'=ggwif/ n.
mental or physical suffering caused by extreme pain or worry( R4 RISIE#I A9 1R BE M
[ 4 ) anguished adj. BRBEPHER; HAA TR
@Oatheist /'eOust/ = .
a person who does not believe that God exists TH### [[F X1 agnostic [ X1 believer
©Buddhist /'budst/ n.
a person who believes in Buddhism and follows its teachings ¥ iE
L& 4 ) Buddhism n. 68
@bulge /baldz/ ».
to stick out in a rounded shape because something is very full or tight fiii; & [ X ] swell;
protrude [5Z ] hollow; sunken
—Guns bulged on their hips. #B7EAATAIEIEE T k.
[I%4 1 bulging adj. AR HEE
@centralized /'sentrolazd/ adj.
controlled by a central group SE# s A (R SL] organized
—We believe in a strong centralized state. 152 ¥ REREX.
©compensation / kompen'seifon/ n.
something you get that makes a sad or unpleasant situation better or happier M 7] X1 reward
—Compensation of injured workers has cost the company a lot. AFET —~KERRHEZHH T A



@ compulsive /kem'palsiv/ adj.
unable to resist; uncontrollable; compelling FGE:HTE M s 3RHH)
—a compulsive gambler WER%ELBEAIRESE; a compulsive liar PEREBEERIA
(% 4:) compulsively adv. 31 AR ;3RS :
@confer /kan'fa:(r)/ v.
to officially give; to award; to bestow #F;¥F [[7 (] bestow
—The Queen conferred knighthoods on several distinguished men. # E¥ R+ L& FILARHA
+.
(&4 ) conferment n. (4l REFHET
@confront /ken'frant/ .
to oppose defiantly IEH; BBUBEX [[F ] face
—1 don’t understand your refusal to confront reality, BAHBIR A AR EERAKL.
[3% 4] confrontation n. IEH; HEIX

@contemplate /'kontemplert/ .
to think seriously about something for a long time L& ;AR % [F X] consider; think

—He sat there and contemplated, 4 7E5B LT B BRA
[#%4:) contemplation n. PTE ; IEEBE
®contempt /kon'tempt/ n.
scorn; a feeling that someone or something is not important and does not deserve any respect P E
# [FIX]) scorn L] respect
{78 4] contemptuous adj. HMEYLHY

@contradiction /kontre'dikfan/ n.
(noun of contradict) a difference between two statements, beliefs, or ideas about something that

means that they cannot both be true FJ& [K[SL]) inconsistency [/ X] similarity

@conversion /ken'vaifon/ n.
(noun of convert) the act or process of converting or changing somethmg from one form or system into
another $78, 544 [[F1 3] change

@current affairs
important political or other social events that are happening now B EE

—the BBC’s current affairs programmes 3£E/ A AMNHEWE
@deficiency /di'fifsnst/ n.
a weakness or fault in sth. A ; B

@delinquent /di'lmkwent/ adj.
(person) behaving in a way that society does not approve RSB LB (D

@detestation / dittes'terfon/ n.
(noun of detest) strong hatred [RJE&;1#% [F.X] loathing (&K ] love

@disintegrate /dis'mtigrert/ .
to fall apart; to fall into pieces; to separate into components (Note: This word is not used here in its

normal sense. The author uses it for humor. ) 5334 5% [F].X] collapse [z XY fuse
— Both ships simply seemed to disintegrate. FiA&MIE L XM EAPEHET .

[J%4: ) disintegration n. #3458

_ reme————
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@ disinterested /dis'mtristid/ adj.
free from bias and self-interest and therefore objective and impartial ($§A) A IEM; TR
[ R %] impartial [ X] biased
—So you can see I’m a disinterested observer, BHEMARFTLIE H3k, REBMAERTWE ,
@ draught /dra:ft;dreft/ n.
(AmE draft) a current of cold air flowing through a room zﬁm;éﬁﬁi [ ] air
(k4] draughty adj. JERLK
Bego /'egov,i-/ n.
self-love; self-importance; vanity BR; R :; Bfi; AL
[IRA] egoism n. F|BE; ARPOLEX
D exalted /1g'zoidt1d/ adj.
(fml) filled with a great feeling of joy B EEEM ; XERAUKN [F] exultant
~ —1 spread my arms wide and felt joyous and exalted and free. A AIIFTE, BRI B
:: 18
Dflee /flir/ v
(fled, fled) to leave quickly in order to escape from danger #85;3kE [[R.X] escape
—Local tribesmen fled in fear. X4HEIFRHESE REBHBET .
@ gloom /glum/ =,
a feeling of great sadness t£455; 3 [1F ] desolation
[¥R4:] gloomy adj. tREIKI; BREAS
@ heady /'hedi/ adj.
exciting; intoxicating; thrilling; tending to upset the balance of the senses of mental faculties 4 A 3¢
AH S AWIBEA  [1R] Y] exhilarating
—Working in Fleet Street was a heady experience for the young journalist. X FERAIIRAA 1-3%k
U, ZEMR AT (S BRI SR P A3 ) THERB S ANE .
@ hideous /'hidias/ adj.
extremely unpleasant or ugly & AREBREHN;HRAKN [FX] ghastly [K Y] pleasant
[ 4:) hideously adv, TJaHL; FLEAM
@ high-minded /,har'mamdid/ adj.
having very high moral standards or principles kg2 ¥ iHAEBEMAY [§ X principled
—Only the high-minded Evening Post published the letter. 545 #%1 8 ¥ 69¢ MR Y PIB T X B
@ hindquarters /hamnd'kwotez/ n.
the back part of an animal including the back legs( PURE SR ) .35 f5 BR AT 38 B4k
@hustle /"hasl/ .
to make someone move very quickly, especially by pushing them roughly Z&# [& X] bundle
—He hustled Fanny through the door. fi—iRINEFIR#EH I,

@ hypocrisy /hi'pokrasi/ n.
a-way of behaving in which you pretend to have better moral principles than you actually do Py

L7 ) falseness KJZX] sincerity
—DMany people have dismissed his criticism as hypocrisy. ﬁ&kﬂﬂhﬂ@ﬁtﬁﬁf‘ﬁ%ﬁbﬁﬂﬁX%ﬂﬂ

@ impediment /1m'pedimant/ 7.



obstruction; obstacle; barrier Li#8 ; B}
~—The new taxes were a major impediment to economic growth. KBTI E2FRBHTERES.
@indignant /in'dignent/ adj.
expressing anger and surprise because you feel insulted or unfairly treated AR A s R RY
[F X ) outraged, incensed '
—The more she talked, the more indignant she became, &8 HFER< 1.
L% 4:) indignantly adv. {53 ; {4
@integrated /'mtigreitid/ adj.
being a part of a harmonious or unified group ££& #7; 52 AY [ X} disintegrated
——an integrated transport scheme L& BB 1R
Dirresistible /ari'zstabl/ adj.
too strong or powerful to be stopped or prevented MBI AR FEEERE [ X] overwhelming
—For me the urge to perform is irresistible, X3P, AR MEBZBFHAER.
[ 4] irresistibly adv. RA[HiIEH
@irreverent /1'revarent/ adj.
having a lack of respect for certain organizations, beliefs, customs, etc, *#ﬁﬁ@;%ﬂ.ﬂ@;ﬁﬂﬂg
[ X ] disrespectful [} X) reverent; respectful
L% 4] irreverently adv. FoXRM ;{8
Dlag (behind) /leeg/ v
to moveor develop more slowly than others #/5 ;€38 [ %] trail; drag [ %] surpass
—He set off at a brisk walk, Kate lagging behind. {5t % . JEHELEBE.
@leopard /'lepad/ n.

a large animal of the cat family with yellow fur and black spots wbnch lives in Africa and South Asia $J

@lest / lest / conj.
(fml) for fear that; in order to make sure that something will not happen (used after fear, be afraid,
be anxious, etc.) #ER; A% [ L] in case
—She was afraid lest he might drown, H3.0bSHEFE.
@libertine /'libetin, — tamn/ n.
someone who leads an immoral life B F s LG AR A
@®majesty /'maedzestt/ n.
(Your/Her/His Majesty) used when talking to or about a king or queen BT (3 E £ 2 E /5 K
— Her Majesty the Queen E/GFET '
®masterpiece /'mastapizs 'mees-/ n.
the best piece of music or writing or the best work of art a certain composer, or writer, or artist has
produced (EZARK SR A F A BAH 8045 5 s R4
—Gulliver’s Travel is Swift’s masterpiece. (EFIBIFT)RITBRFIFHNREE.
@Methodist /'mebodist/ n.
a member of the Protestant religious denomination that originated in the teachings of John  Wesley
(1703—1791) DA SHIE EEREGE
@®modest /'modist/ adj.
not too big or strong EEEM;EHH  [[F ] reasonable; moderate

auQ uossa



~pREE (WR) FRENXTE

—He made a modest living by painting. f&ﬁ%@ﬂ%g—ﬁAB@ﬂaﬁ,
[ 4] modestly adv. HER# ;B
@ monologue /'monalog/ n.
(AmE monolog) long speech by one person in a conversation that prevents other people from tfllking
BEBEABHKAKRE [KX] conversation
@ muscular /'maskjule(r)/ adj.
having strong large muscles JJLEI%E5E H‘J;?&)H:% (4G | brawny
—He was somewhat shorter, stockier, and more muscular than his father. ﬂﬁl:l’,ﬂﬁﬂ@]jﬁ ERME,
WA RO 45308
@oratory /'oratar/ n.
(art of) public speaking, especially when used skillfully to affect an audience JH#E(R) s BERE (R)
[ {7 %] rhetoric
—He roused the troops with his oratory. i EA4#E8E 5 S FTAMGE T HEARIMIE.
@patriotism /'peetristizam; 'pert — / n.
love of one’s country and readiness to defend it % & 3 3 ; ZE.L»
@penal /'pimal/ adj.
punishable by law [ 32 ¥1 49 ; 47169
—a penal offence Ji|ZF 9B ; penal law reforms JIEEB
@ pious /'parss/ adj.
having strong religious beliefs F2ig# L7 X} devout; religious
@®prewar /'pri:'woi(r)/ adj.
happening or existing before a war {REI# [ X] postwar
@Prime Minister /ipramm 'mmisto/
the chief minister and leader of the government in some countries & #
@ proficient /prav'fifant/ adj.
able to do something well or skillfully ¥§iE /9; Bk89  [F.X] competent. [ Y] inefficient
—She is proficient in English, ii#§E¥3E.
@ prominent /'promment/ adj.
well-known and important ¥ BEAR {[FX] significant [& ) unimportant; unknown
—She had access to some very prominent people. #i i3 T} EHXMEHAL.
[¥% 4 ) prominently adv. 2EHi#h; 3%
@remorselessly /n'mostisly/ adv.
mercilessly; having no pity or compassion JGH315.03 s TTAF 3 ; B [ L] ruthlessly
[ 5. %) remorsefully
—The Press still pursued their victim remorselessly. £#RAEFRES BT BT AFEE R E
BT
@ repetition /irept'tifan/ n.
(noun of repeat) BH ;EHMIE [ X] recurrence
Drestively /'restivli/ adv.
in a way of impatient or nervous under restriction or delay ZBRAER [[F L] restlessly; uneasily
@Roman Catholics /'rauman/ /'kafoliks/




someone who belongs to the Catholic Church(#% &) R £ # 6k
@rotten /'rotn/ adj.
badly decayed (as of fruit) R ; EFH (Iﬁ] 3¢} decomposed
—A dreadful odor of rotten vegetation came from the room. &BF B K& H BARNE A3 BI <K,
®rug /rag/ n
a piece of thick cloth or wool that is smaller than a carpet and is put on the floor as decoration INHLEE
(/7] % ] mat
@®ruinous /'rulnes/ adj.
causing great destruction; catastrophic; disastrous SR ¥EM) ; FAEHER
——The heavy frost in late spring was ruinous to the crops. BHFMKB/ERBEER LK.
L% 4 Y ruinously adv. BRKMeHy ; S HEVEHE
®-olidarity /soli'deserit1/ n.
loyalty and general agreement between all the people in a group HI4§—%{
—Their spontaneous show of solidarity had saved us from a real massacre. flifi]H ZFRAH g —

BERINMTAHET —HKBR.

@ spectacles /'spektakls/ n.
(fml) glasses HR4E

®stampede /steem'piid/ v
to suddenly start running together because they are frightened (said of animals) Ak ALE
—The horses were frightened by the gunfire and stampeded. BB k‘lﬁﬂFﬁﬁEﬂTﬁﬁB

@statuette / staetju'et/ n.

a very small statue for putting on the table or shelf /NEE{&

®towel /'taval/ n.

a piece of cloth that you use to dry your skin ESN1]

Dtrifle /'traifl/ n. : .
(old-fashioned) something unimportant or not useful N BE (R ) triviality -
—They worry over trifles. fbfi1% A/NERR.

L3R 4: ) trifling adj. AEEH;HARER

@®unaccustomed /iana'kastamd/ adj.
not used to; unfamiliar 3% ¥ RIHE; FRBH (R L] unused (52 3¢ ] familiar
—They were obviously unaccustomed to wearing suits and ties. HTIBRA T BETIR, ITHH .

@undeserved /andi'zavd/ adj.
unfair because you haven’t done anything to deserve this FIZEZH A EH
~—He thought all the rough treatment that I underwent appeared undeserved, fitik I RETZ H—HE
HUFEBEARRIZR .

@utterly /'atall/ adv.
completely or totally 554 )i ; Zext# K] L J absolutely; totally ;
—1 am utterly convinced of your loyalty to your colleagues. ozt EHRYE O K EEREREA.

@®vanish /'venif/ v
to suddenly disappear 1% ; 228 A W KIF] X 1 disappear
—The car had vanished from sight. IKEBEAIRLT .
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