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Abstract

Athenian voting and election were important to its politics systems.
This dissertation concludes that Athenian voting and election systems could
be traced to Homer age, emerged at early aristocracy as a political right,
took shape in Pericles age after Solon, Kleisthenes and Ephialtes reform.
They were completed at the middle of the fourth century B. C. Therefore,
the development process of voting and election was a miniature of democra-
tization of Athenian politics.

Athenian voting and election included a series of method, princi-
ple and progress. Magistrates were appointed either by lot or by elec-
tion. At first, election played a leading role, but at the close of fifth
century B. C. , drawing of lots became the democratic procedure par
excellence. The appointment of magistrates followed three basic prin-
ciples: short duration, collegiality and dokimasia. Rotation, a funda-
mental idea of democracy, was implemented by Short duration and
collegiality. Detailed check-up procedures made officials perform du-
ties honestly. Different posts were distributed by different appoint-
ment procedure, appointment method of the same post was different
during different periods.

The form of voting employed in Athenian organization was either
a show of hands or ballot depending on the nature of organization and

of the things debated. As a rule, Assembly made a decision by show
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of hands, the people’s court did it by ballot, because the problems
debated in assembly concerned public benefits, that of the court in-
volved individual benefits and fate.

The different systems altogether implemented the idea of Democ-
racy, which reflected Athenian respect on equality, freedom and rota-
tion. Therefore voting and election systems were a criterion judging
the level of democracy. Otherwise voting and election systems promo-
ted politic democratization in Athens. Its function of general educa-
tion raised democratic consciousness and politics ability of citizens.

Nevertheless, Athenian voting and election had its shortcom-
ings. It advocated freedom and equality, but refused women, slaves
and aliens to participate in politics. Furthermore, the higher democ-
ratization was, the stronger exclusiveness was. Athenian democracy
was assembly democracy which was devoid of control over citizen’
power. Citizens’ supreme authority encouraged their impetuous ac-
tion, blind making-decision and evading responsibility. These defects
had an negative effect on the lots of Athens and Greece.

This dissertation focused on the voting procedure of politic or-
ganization and election procedure of magistrates. All sorts of proce-
dures displayed Athenian originality. Their spirits of improving sys-
tems was respectful. After more than two thousand years, we discuss
the problems, its significance is not only providing a method of un-
derstanding Athenian democracy, more important, their democracy
practice is worth consideration and reference because what happened
in the childhood of the human being could help explain the present
and enlighten the future.

Key words: Athens voting election democracy ar-
chon council jury Assembly the council of five hundred

the people’ court
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