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PREFACE

The Hebei Dahaituo Nature Reserve is located in the 28 kilometer south of Chicheng
County, Zhangjiakou City of Hebei Province. It links to Yanqing County of Beijing and
Songshan National Nature Reserve to the south, and has borders with Huailai County of
Hebei Province to the west. The total area of the reserve is 11224. 9 ha.

The reserve was developed from Dahaituo Forestry Farm. During the last 40 years the
farm has got some knowledge of forest distribution and habitat of wild plants and animals
and accumulated rich experiences of wildlife protection as well as established some
infrastructure.

Based on the Overall Planning of Hebei Nature Reserves approved by Hebei Provincial
Government in which Dahaituo region was listed as one of the expected provincial nature
reverse, Dahaituo Forestry Farm made an application for the establishment of a nature
reserve in the end of 1997, and the Hebei Province Government approved to establish
Dahaituo Nature Reserve in July of 1999.

Due to the particularity of the geographical position and representatives of North China
forest ecosystems in the reserve, the establishment of the reserve has a great scientific value
in the protection and study of the representative warm-temperate deciduous broad-leaf forest
ecosystems and wild plants and animals listed both in the state and provincial protected
category of wild plants and animals. It is a good place to study the succession rules of
biological communities, and the habitats, breeding and protection of wild plants and animals
in the region. The establishment of the reserve would also provide a demonstration for
vegetation restoration in the mountainous area of north Hebei Province, which would play an
important role in restoring forest ecosystems and enhancing water conservation of Chaobaihe
River watershed and providing clean and safe water resources for Beijing. Since the Dahaituo
Nature Reserve is located in the northwest of Beijing and links to Yanging County and
Songshan MNational Nature Reserve, it would improve living conditions of endangered wild
animals especially the survival and breeding of Panthera pardus, Naemorhedus goral and
other state key protected animals. It would also be beneficial for biodiversity conservation
and sustainable development in this region due to the improvement of the regional ecological
environment. The Dahaituo mountain, the second highest peak in Beijing, stretches from
west to east forming the first natural barrier of sand storm for Beijing. Dahaituo Nature
Reserve is the largest forest ecosystem type of nature reserve around Beijing, thus would
play an important role in the protection of ecological environment of Beijing.

The publication of the Scientific Survey of Dahaituo Nature Reserve provides a key for
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people home and abroad to know the “green treasure” that is favorable to get support from
home and abroad. We believe that the book will improve the protection and reasonable
utilization of natural resources in the reserve and the sustainable development of local

economy.

Editors
2001.11.06
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