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Unit 1

Passage A
Traffic Enforcement—Top 10 Trends

The field of traffic enforcement continues to change with the
times, but some things never change. Traffic death continue to
outnumber homicides in the United States. In this mobile society,
citizens and police officers continue to share streets and highways with
the reckless driver, the drunken driver, and the criminal. Traffic is a
major issue for every community’s residents. Change. is a. constant in
traffic enforcement and the following is the year 2005 compilation of
the ten trends in traffic enforcement that is of importance to police
executives.

1. Speed Enforcement -

Excessive speed is a factor in one out of every three fatalities in
the United States and affects all other safety programs. A speeding
drunken driver i$ more dangerous than one who is not. Fatal crash
statistics show that over 60 percent of all speed-related fatalities occur
on rural roads. Motorists’ disdain for observing the speed limit cries
out for: both ‘an intensive campaign of driver education and targeted

enforfcement.
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2. Dangerous Work Zonés

Road construction zones spring up daily. In the long run, this
construction will improve the traffic flow but in the short run it is a
dangerous place for department of transportation workers and
contractor personnel.

Supervisors should be required to check job sites frequently to
ensure that officers are alert and active, and they should coordinate
closely with cantractors and department of transportation personnel to
be sure that work zone safety standards are being observed. In
addition to the officer working the work zone, there also should be
speed enforcement details to ticket persons who speed through work
zones.

3. Fatigued or Distracted Drivers

In an increasing number of traffic death, the crash report
narrative states that the driver drifted inexplicably into a lane of
oncoming traffic or drifted off the road and struck a.roadside object.
Department should apply the community policing technique of
scanning, analyzing, responding, and assessing strategies to identify
innovative ways to reduce the number of collisions caused by-fatigue
and inattention.

Departments with highway rest areas in their jurisdictions also
need to have patrol units check these locations frequently and maintain
a high police presence so that motorists feel that it is safe to stop and
take a rest.

4. Sleep-Deprived Officers )

Departments must set reasonable limits on the number of hours
an officer can work in a day or a week, including regular time,
overtime, and paid; details. Policies and procedures should be in place

along with an administrative review of overtime assignments to ensure,
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officers are prepared to- work.

5. Safer Traffic Stops

More officers die in crashes than in shootouts. The IACP’s Law
Enforcement Stops and Safety Subcommittee (LESSS) has developed
many lifesaving suggestions to make emergency personnel safer at the
roads\ide;

Minimize the time an officer spends sitting in the cruiser at a
traffic ‘stop.

Considering passenger-side approaches whenever possible.

Use traffic cones to set up a work zone when investigating
collisions.

Parking at a traffic stop rather than having the cruiser angled out.

6. New Laws and Tactics

Looking beyond the traffic ticket to interdict drugs and -detect
illegal activity requires continual and up-to-date training, policies,
and procedures to guide officers. To accomplish this the administrator
must remain current with new court decisions that call for different
tactics. For example, subscribing to free online -court reporting
services is one way administrators can stay current.

7. New Types of Vehicle

There is now a smattering of electrically powered vehicles and a
rapidly growing number of vehicles that are powered by a gasoline
engine and an electrical motor. These vehicles pose new safety
concerns to emergency worker. Officers must be trained to recognize
these vehicles and taught how to render the vehicles safe at crash
scenes. -

8. Drugged Drivers

The number of motorists who drive while under the influence of
drugs is alarming. One in six (or 600,000) high school. students
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drive under the influence of marijuana, almost as many as drive undet
the influence of alcohol. More departments need to train additional
officers in the Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) program conducted
by the IACP and supported by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration.

9. Traffic Officers and Homeland Security

The traffic officer can be the first line of defense against threats
to homeland security. Officers should be trained both in what to look
for in a traffic. stop that may uncover evidence of possible terrorism
and how to report their observations of suspicions.

10. Incident Clearance

When an incident occurs on a major highway, traffic backs up
quickly and the results are felt many miles upstream in the form of
congestion, delay, and secondary collisions. Police authorities need
to form interdisciplinary traffic. incident management teams that
include representatives from law enforcement, fire and emergency
imedical services, state and local departments of transportation, and
the towing companies to develop protocols for responding quickly,
staging properly, establishing emergency work zones and detour
routes, and restoring rapidly the traffic flow. Techniques such as
photogrammetry can speed up on-scene crash investigations.
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