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Abstract

Recently, institutional innovation studies which have entered the cutting
edges of relevant researches, become one of the most remarkable achievements
of reform and opening policy in China. Within the last 20 years since 1978, the
continuing high—speed social economic developments and the grand achieve-
ments mainly attribute to the ongoing omni—directional institutional innovation.
How to combine institutional innovation theories with the specific social, po-
litical and economic characteristics of various industries and different tiers of
institutional system, and construct effective institutional framework and spe-
cific institutional arrangement which satis{y the demands of development, and
guarantee the stability and efficiency of long term development of the state, are
the major objectives of political system reform and economic system reform.

Institutional innovation of urban planning is crucial to the development of
urban planning in China, which will be one of the most important research top—
ics of Chinese urban planning academia at present and in the future. This re—
search detailedly explores and analyzes the actuality, characteristics, develop—
ing history, major theoretical origins and its transformation and evolution of
urban planning institutional system and specific institutional arrangement in
modern China. Also, the major activities and achievements of urban planning
institutional innovation are analyzed, summarized and assessed. Furthermore,
this thesis put forward some potential choices and new developing directions of
urban planning institutional innovation.

This thesis is constituted of seven sections as following:
0. Preface

This section introduces relevant concepts and research principles, including
analysis on existed urban planning institutional system and major research
principles, the research principles of future choices of urban planning institu—

tional system (institutional innovation).



1. Relevant theoretical studies and literature review

Relevant theories include the innovation theories by Schumpeter and North,
the translation and explanation of the theory of institutional innovation by Prof.
Dingding Wang. Literature review includes two parts: the theoretical and em—
pirical studies on China's urban planning reform, relevant studies on economic

reform, political system reform, and administrational system reform.
2. Research & analysis and Theoretical framework

This section sets up analysis structure, study period, content and

perspective, study emphases, range and accustomed approaches of this research.

3. China's traditional urban planning institutional system and institutional

analysis

This section focuses on China's urban planning institutional system and
institutional analysis, which include the formation and characteristics of struc—
ture system of urban planning institution, the nuclear institutional arrange—
ments of traditional urban planning system and its characteristics, and relevant
regulations of urban planning. The nuclear institutional arrangements of China's
traditional urban planning system include the compilation institution, exami-
nation institution, implementation administrative institution, education insti-
tution and research institution etc. There are also other relevant institutions, e.
g. National economy planning (in broad sense) construction projects examina—
tion and approval institution, investment management institution, land and rel—-

evant real estate institution.

4. The evolution of China's traditional urban planning institutional system

and institutional innovation

This section studies the transformation and evolution of China's traditional
urban planning institutional system, which include changes of urban planning
institutional environment, operational mechanism and institutional system, the
transformation and evolution of urban planning institutional arrangements, es—
pecially the characteristics and evolution of specific institutional arrangements.

At present, the major institutional arrangements of urban planning include ur-



ban system planning institution, urban master planning, district planning and
detailed planning classification institution, commanded detailed planning and
urban design institution, statutory planning institution, urban planning com-
mittee and urban planning administration institution. Urban governance
institution, sustainable developing strategy planning institution, recent devel—
opment planning institution, urban planning and design qualification and cer—
tified urban planner institution, concept planning and structure planning
institution, tourism development planning, scenic spots planning, historic city
preservation planning, village and small town planning, and other planning in—

stitutions etc.
5. China's urban planning institutiona' innovation in future

This section studies the challenges facing by China's traditional theories
and its ideology origins of urban planning institution. Assessment and analysis
on the activities of modern China's urban planning institutional innovation, and
some potential choices of institutional innovation are also put forward.

The culture and tradition of modern urban planning institution system in
China has a long developing history. However, the framework of its theoretical
and operational system originates from the urban planning system of former
Soviet Russia, which has formed a relative complete theoretical and logistic
system based on the socialism planned economy theories. Under the particular
institutional environment, urban planning institution system in China has ex—
perienced a series of significant social, political, economic and cultural changes
since 1949. After decades’ constant efforts on institutional innovation by many
urban planning researchers, the urban planning institution system and specific
institution arrangement with unique tradition and characteristics come into being.
At present, exploration on the so—called structural transformation of institution
system within a short period is aimless, because the framework and innovation
of urban planning institution, which are determined by the political, economic,
and especially the particular historic and cultural background, are relatively
steady. Therefore, to advance the study on innovation of urban planning
institution, the emphases should be in—depth analysis on the existent specific
institutional arrangements, and reflection on theoretical methodology, nuclear

concepts and logistic series of the institution system.



The starting point of urban planning institutional innovation could base on
the existent planning operational system, such as development planning, dis-
tribution planning and specific construction planning etc., or relate to urban
construction and other relevant institutional arrangements. However, the em-
phasis should be establishing the mechanism of distributing, harmonizing and
balancing different interests, rights. The major tasks of urban planning institu—
tional innovation in recent period and the near future will be how to confirm the
relevant objects of conflicts between different interests groups and different
levels, and how to deliver, organize and provide effective approaches and basic
behavior criterions of creating common understanding of interest conflicts,
compromise, harmonization.

Instead rising a political system revolution of entire national democracy
decision—making system, the arduous new tasks of institutional innovation of
China's urban planning are creating effective approaches and manners to le—
gally and smoothly communicate different interests groups from central to local,
resolve the problems of resources distribution, and balance interests conflicts,
also establishing corresponding institutional arrangements of China's urban
planning. The ongoing research topics in China's urban planning academe, such
as ‘“urban governance”, “public participation in urban planning” and rel-
evant researches in urban sociology, along with the active studies on opera—
tional innovation of urban planning institutional arrangement, will become the
mainstream of institutional innovation of urban planning, also will be crucial to

the prosperity of China's urban planning.
6. Conclusion and innovation
This section summarizes the major conclusions and innovation of this thesis.

Keywords: urban planning, institutional environment, institutional

arrangement, Institutional innovation
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