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Abstract

Since 1980°s, the marketization of education,
which aims at eliminating the monopoly and
bureaucracy existing in public school systems and
expanding school-choosing freedom for students and
parents by transferring the model of American public
education system and its administration from previous

3

“ political-economic model” to current “ economic-
market model”, has gradually become a common
recognition between Democratic Party and Republican
Party, and also a trend of education reformation in
America.

The marketization of education is an American
strategy to respond to challenges brought by economic
globalization. In order to enhance its economic
competitiveness, America started up a comprehensive
and decisive educational reform characterized as

marketization. And in order to attract more and more

top international students, America keeps adjusting




education policies to promote the marketization of education at the same
time.

The marketization of education is a production of New Liberalism,
which is currently the mainstream ideology in America. America is a
country which shook off the influence of Keynesian Model earlier than
others. It emphasizes the effect of market, encourages the laissez-faire,
sparkplugs the market mechanism and opposes the intervention of
governments. Therefore, those theories protesting small-government, low
tax, and reformation of welfare system have gradually become the basics of
American political and economic policies. President Reagan successively
pushed a series of reform policies such as deflation, tax reformation,
welfare-shrinking and etc. to reduce the influence of government and to
promote the development of market mechanism. These policies boomed
American economic development, and also accelerated the development of
educational marketization in America.

The main strategy of educational marketization is to stimulate the
competition between education service providers, make it open and enrich
education service providers. According to principles of “freedom” and
“customer sovereignty”, American government enriches education service
providers on one hand, and takes necessary legal and economic measures on
the other hand to increase and ensure families’ right and capability for
school-choosing.

America has found an effective mechanism to actualize the
marketization of education which applies following measures sufficiently :
(1) customer strategies which regard customers as “ the driver of
educational reformation”; (2) competitive mechanism; (3) principles of
market being non-center and principles of self-determination; (4) clear and
consummate system of education property right.

And major approaches to actualize the marketization of education



include: (1) Chart Schools, inner stimulators in public school systems to
inspire the competition between schools; (2) For-profit Schools, external
competitive challenger to promote the competition between schools; and
(3) Vouchers which are to enhance families’ capacity for school-choosing
and then to promote the development of educational marketization.

The marketization of higher education has a long history in America,
and it is the most marketed country in the filed of higher education. No
matter it is a university, a college or a community college, no matter it is
public or private, no matter it is for-profit or non-profit, every higher
education institution in America needs to compete for prospective students
and finance. It could be said that the whole American higher education
system is a complicated-structured, diversified-functioned and intensely-
competitive gigantic market.

The marketization of education does enhance the quality of American
education, while it also brings a series of problems, which puts American

education into a lasting and furious dispute swirl.
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