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Preface

Museums specializing in collection, exhibition and research on
precious samples of geology, paleontology, minerals and rocks formed
in course of the earth origin, development and evolution, and reflecting
the situations of mining activities, protection of geological relics and
ecological environments, are called geological museums or nature
museums in China, while they are named natural history museums in
abroad, taking Washington State Natural History Museum for example.

Aiming at scientific popularization to construct harmonious society,
the standing conference of Henan provincial government issued a
document “No. 40 of 2004” approving that Henan Geological Museum
should be constructed in Zhengdong New District. Henan Bureau of Land
and Resources set up a specialized organization and assigned Henan
Geological Museum as the executive to preside over the construction.
About 100 organizations and more than 100 experts have been involved.
The construction completed through 3-year hard working, supervised by
the superior and firmly backed by the Provincial Bureau of Finance and
the Provincial Committee of Development and Reform,

The new-built Henan Geological Museum is located at No.28,
Jinshui East Road, Zhengdong New District, Zhengzhou. The building
area is 5,800 square meters and exhibiting area is 4,100 square meters.
Its building is full of novelty and specialty. The museum consists of
Earth Hall, Dinosaur Hall, Life Evolution Hall, Ancient Elephant Hall,
Mineral Resources Hall, Geological Environment Hall, Mineral Hall, Muli-
functional Hall (4-Dimensioned Cinema) and Earthquake and Tsunami
Theater. There are Ore Forest, Scientific and Educational Square and
sculptures of dinosaurs out of the main building. Our museum has a
collection of more than fifty thousand exhibits of mineral resources,
paleo life and minerals from this province and others.

There are shown the largest dinosaur with the largest body cavity
in Asia, the smallest Oviraptorosauria in the world, the only Odosaurids
in China, the largest nest of dinosaur eggs in the world, some fossils
of dinosaurs with feather, the earliest gingko fruits and the first flower
(Archaefructus sinesis ) in the world etc. Almost all kinds of ore in
Henan province, lots of exquisite mineral crystals from China and
some other countries, and ornamental stones are also in our collection.
Many of the exhibits are state treasures and hundreds are exquisite
authentic samples. All the exhibits are of scientificity, typicality and
ornamentality. Nineteen videos and ghost images are played in cycles
reflecting the regional features of Henan province, to name a few,
“Geology and Henan”, “Approaching Geo-parks in Henan”, and “Riddle
of Concentration of Dinosaur Eggs in Xixia” etc. Eighteen multi-media

systems, such as “Geological Environment and Human Habitation”,
“Dinosaur World”, and “Ecological Crisis” etc, teach common people
scientific knowledge in a popular and attractive way. Some interesting
interactive games are ready for visitors’ participation, such as “Prize
Quiz”, “Positioning Geological Relics in Henan”, “Search for Treasures”,
“Race with Dinosaur”, and “Jigsaw Puzzle of Dinosaur” etc.

Henan Geological Museum is oriented to the public and angled
toward juveniles and geology professionals. It also gives attention to the
need of scientific researchers. It's a modernized professional museum
equipped with high-tech, ranking the first class among all the provincial
geological museums in the country. It's a window to display the
provincial situation of resources and environments, a center of collection
and research on rare geological and mineral resources, a tourist resort,
a base to popularize knowledge on land and resources and to cultivate
scientific qualities of juveniles. In summary, this museum is integrity
of scientific research, geo-sciences popularization, tour and leisure,
entertainment and appreciation of ornamental stones.

In order to comprehensively keep recorder of the construction of
this museum and to introduce the science knowledge related to the
exhibits, we have compiled and published a set of series named “Henan
Geological Museum” on the occasion of the oncoming ceremonious
opening of the museum, which mainly constitute of pictures and
brief introduction. They help readers realize the miracle geological
phenomenon, enjoy the exquisite mineral crystals formed by the nature,
recognize the strange and mysterious fossils of ancient life, understand
the origins and evolution of life, and be aware of enormous value of
rocks, minerals and fossils.

The series consist of three parts of A, B and C. Part A is
Construction and Exhibition, summarizing the construction and the
exhibits of the museum; Part B and Part C are Exhibits, selecting a lot of
pictures of the exquisite fossils of ancient life and mineral crystals. The
series are scientific popularization readings of integrity of scientificity,
practicability and attraction. They are also practical reference books
helpful to understand and recognize geosciences, and to appreciate
essentials of the nature. They indeed deserve valuable collection.

Written in April, 2008
By Zhang Xingliao,

The President of Henan Geological Museum
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